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despatch with respect to the situation in the
Near East was received. I believe it was
within five minutes of midnight on Friday,
September 15, that the despatch. was sent from
Great Britain to Canada, and aiso, I under-
stand, to other of the British dominions. That
despatch was received in Ottawa, I under-
stand, quite late that saine evening. It was in
cipher, and had to be decoded after its receipt
here. Communications which corne to the
Canadian governinent from the government of
Great Britain reach the Prime Minister'soffice
through the Governor General's office. The
despatch in question was received in my office
some time between two and three o'clock on
Saturday afternoon. With respect to that
there is no difference of opinion bctween the
cIerks in is Excellency's office and those in
my own; it was between two and three o'clock
on Saturday afternoon that the despatch was
received. In the meantime, the press of this
country had received a cable communication
froin the Old Countrýy to the effect that the
several dominions had been invited to send
contingents to the Near East. Indeed, the
press of Saturday between twelve and two
announced that the governinent of New
Zealand had already sent an answer promising
to send a contingent. On the Saturday in
question I was in my constituency of North
York. Some comment bas been made with
regard to the circuinstance that I was not in
Ottawa, and it bas been suggested that had I
been in the city, the despatch on the Near
East crisis would have been received before
the press announcement that Canada had been
invited to send a contingent to the Near East;
also that the answcr of our goveroment would
have been sent with greater promptness. The
circuinstance that I was not here on that par-
ticular day made no difference whatever as to
the time of receipt of the despatch being
aftcr that at which the announcement was
made, in the press that the dominions had
been invited to send contingents. Had I been
here the result would have been exactly the
samne. However, I may say-perhaps it is not
necessary, but I should like to say it-that
that particular day was one of about a dozen
days in the entire year during wbich I was
absent any distance from my post in this city.
I tbink that through the whole of last
year, I did not alIow myseif a single
day's vacation; so far as I recail,
there was but an exception of one day.
On this particular occasion I was spending
two days in my own constituency, the only
two days I had been privîlcged to spend
there during the year. When I reacbied Ot-
tawa the following morning, immediately
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upon reading the despatch I sent a com-
munication to the British governinent ask-
ing for an explanation as to how it came
about that before any communication had
reached the governinent at Ottawa, the press
of the country should have had a statement
to the effect that the British governinent had
mnvited Canada to send a contingent to the
Near East. At the saine turne I forwarded
to my coIleagues who were at Geneva a copy
of the communication which had been re-
ceived, in order that they rnigbt be fully
mnformed, and in order that we who were
at Ottawa might have the benefit of their
opinion and counsel froin Geneva where, with
other delegates, they were attending the
sessions of the League of Nations.

Perhaps I had better give to the buse îrn-
mediately, as nearly as I can, the substance
of the despatch which was reccived, and
then I will give the flouse the substance of
the communication which I sent after seeing
its context. The despatch wvas to the effect
that the British cabinet had decided to re-
sist Turkish aggression upon Europe, and to
make exertions to prevent the Allies being
driven out of Constantinople by Mustapha
Kemal, and in particular and above ail, to
maintain the freedomn of the Straits by se-
curing flrmnly the Gallipoli peninsula. The
French governinent, it was stated, had noti-
fic.d the British governrnent that they were
in agreement with the British government in
informing Mustapha Kemal that hie must not
violate the neutral zone by which the Straits
and Constantinople were protected, and had
s0 instructed their High Commissioner at
Constantinople. It was also stated that the
Italians were in general accord. It was men-
tioned that the governinent of Great Britain
wvas addressing itself to Roumania, Serbia
and Grecce witb a view to securing their mil-
itary participation in defence of the deep-
water line hetween Europe and Asia.

It was further stated that the British gov-
ernment were notifying ail the powers afore-
said of their intention to make exertions, and
that they were placing a British division
under orders te reinforce Sir Charles Har-
ingten, the aliied commander-in-chief at
Constantinople; that the British navy would
co-operate, that these arrangements were in-
tcnded to cover the period ivhich must
elapse before a stable peace with Turkey
could be secured; that for this purpose a
conference was heing proposed probably at
Venice, possibly at Paris, and that it was
essential that the Allies should be strong
enough to maîntain their position at Con-


