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2. By order in council of the 3rd Novem-
ber last, authority was given for the sale
of this land. No payments have yet been
reported on account of such sale, and there-
fore no action has been taken to issue a
patent.

THE QUEBEC BRIDGE.
Mr. VERVILLE:

1. Has the contract for the Quebec bridge
been let?

2. If so, is there a fair wage clause attached
to said contract? If not, why not?

3. If so, what is the minimum rate of wages
for all branches of trades in connection with
the erection of the bridge?

4, Is it the intention of the government to
decide before the work is commenced the rate
of wages to be paid per hour in the erection
of same?

5. What will be the attitude of the govern-
ment in case of a dispute or discontent relat-
ing to wages and hours?

6. What will the government classify as a
dispute?

Mr. KING:

1. No. :

2. It iz proposed that a TFair Wages
Clause for the adequate protection of the
labour to be employed on this work shall
be embodied in the contract.

3, 4 and 5. It is provided in the
Fair Wages Clause which formed part of
a draft contract upon which tenders were
invited for this work that all mechanics,
labourers and other persons who perform
labcur in the construction of this work
shall be paid such wages as are generally
accepted as current for competent workmen
in the district in which the work is to be
performed, and if there is no current rate
in such district then a fair and reasonable
rate, and shall not be required to work for
longer hours than those fixed by the custom
of the trade in the district where the work
is to be carried on, except for the protec-
tion of life or property or in the case of
other emergencies.

It is also provided in the draft contract
that in the event of a dispute arising as
to what is the current or a fair and reason-
able rate, or what are the current hours
fixed by the custom of the trade, it shall be
determined by the Minister of Labour,
whose decision shall be final.

No schedule of the rates of wages to be
paid in the erection of this bridge was in-
serted in the draft contract because, upon
inquiry, it was ascertained by the Fair
Wages Officer who visited the locality for
this purpose that there was no work of a
similar nature being carried on in the
district upon which a schedule could be
based.

6. On receiving &ny representations
which are shown clearly to be made on
behalf of workmen concerned, and at their
instance, indicating that different views

Mr. OLIVER.

prevail as between -contractors and the
workmen ‘as to what is the current or a
fair and reasonable rate of wages, or what
are the current hours fixed by the custom
of the trade,” inquiry will be immediately
made by the Department of Labour, and
subsequent action will be guided accord-
ingly.

THE NORTHWEST MOUNTED POLICE
AND THE CORONATION.

On the orders of the day being called:

Mr. LAKE, About a fortnight ago, when
the question of the coronation contingent
was brought up, I asked how many men
of the Northwest Mounted Police would be
sent. Is not the Prime Minister (Sir Wilfrid
Laurier) prepared to make a statement as
to the number and as to the method of
selection?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. It is proposed,
but not definitely arranged, to send 75 men
%ntli_ five officers of the Northwest Mounted

olice.

THE CORONATION AND BANK

HOLIDAY.

Mr. HAGGART (Winnipeg). I see by
the proceedings in the Imperial Parliament
that it is the intention there to make the
day appointed for His Majesty’s coronation
a bank holiday throughout the United King-
dom. - Have the government given any
consideration to the carrying out of a
similar idea in Canada?

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I have to in-
form my hon. friend that the matter has
not been considered.

THE SECRETARIAT IN LONDON.

Mr. FOSTER, I desire to ask the Prime
Minister if he has thought to inquire
whether there are any papers or informa-
tion that could be given with reference to
the Secretariat in London. He will re-
member that I spoke about it six or seven
weeks ago, and he told me he would look
up the matter and see if there was any
additional information.

Sir WILFRID LAURIER. I am sorry to
say that.I had forgotten the matter. But I
am to have an interview with the Under-
Secretary of State this afternoon, and I
will eall his attention to it.

INQUIRY FOR RETURN.

Mr. PORTER. I desire to ask the Minis-
ter of Marine and Fisheries (Mr. Brodeur.)
with regard to a return to an order granted
by the House on 27th February last, in
regard to eppcintments to the fisheries
service. When may I expect the return?

Mr. BRODEUR. The report was brought
down a few days ago.



