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Senator Prowse: Do you mind giving a
quick rundown? I know you have it here.
How many areas do you cover at the present
time?

Mr. Ted Jarmain: Our group of companies
serves 9 Ontario communities, that involves
five separate cable systems. The principle
Communities are London, Brantford, Newmar-
ket, Oshawa and Chatham.

Senator Prowse: And what is it, about
39,000 households that you have?

Mr. Ted Jarmain: That would be the
Number of households in London. The total
Dumber of households in the entire group of
Systems would be 66 to 67,000.

Senator Prowse: What percentage of the
sets, the TV receiving sets in your general
area are now covered by cable ?

Mr. Ted Jarmain: Overall average for all of
the system?

Senator Prowse: Overall is good enough. If
You want to give specific figures that might
€ better.

Mr. Ted Jarmain: It varies widely, of
Course, depending on the market, the age of
feihe. System, and so on. The average for the
lntlre group of systems at November 30th,
969 was 62 per cent. That ranged at that
2 te from a high in London of over 80 per
®nt to a low in Chatham of 35 per cent.

Senator Prowse: Do you see the situation
rie"elox)ing where all of the TV will be car-
®d by cable rather than by antenna?

Mr. Teq Jarmain: No. I think that some
Ople tend to become confused here. A
Oadcasting station is much more than a
branSInitter. I suppose in the early days of
th°ad<§asting a transmitter was it but of all
st: things that go to making up a television
tion today a transmitter is obviously only a
all part of it.
i think transmitters are and will for the
5 Seeable future continue to be an efficient
A-lry of distributing signals to outlying areas.
y deady in urban centres, such as London, we
eagy;> @ Practical matter most of the broad-
dOn't & is being received over cable but I
t’echn-see why we need to get hung up on the
1 lfal means of distribution here.
we said in our brief that in our

%Plnion the important function that the
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broadcaster fulfills is providing programming.
That need certainly is not going to go away.

Senator Prowse: He provides the program-
ming and really what you provide is the spe-
cialized distribution system for the program-
ming.

Mr. Ted Jarmain: That is right.

Senator Everett: Does that make you then
just a common carrier in your concepts?

Mr. Ted Jarmain: The words “common car-
rier” are somewhat loaded. We are a distribu-
tor. Traditionally cable systems have been
distributors whereas TV stations have been
the producers.

Senator Evereit: I notice in your verbal
evidence you seem terribly concerned with
accommodating the broadcasters whom you
characterize as programmers and so con-
cerned, I get the impression, that you are
interested more in distributing what they pro-
gram than you are in taking a position your-
self, although in your written brief you talk
about the position you are taking in
programming.

Mr. Ted Jarmain: I think it is important to
distinguish between a cable system and a
cable company. A cable system is a communi-
cations network that has absolutely no pro-
gramming ability whatsoever. It is a network
of wires that takes signals from a single loca-
tion out to many locations and cable systems
are today, and as far as I am concerned will
indefinitely continue to be, distribution
facilities.

Now cable companies, on the other hand,
are organizations with people and so on,
financial resources, and are capable of creat-
ing programming to feed into the distribution
system. The cable system proper is and
always will be a distribution system, a com-
munication system.

Originally it was established as a communi-
ty antenna, hence the words “community
antenna television” and that is still by far its
most important function, providing people
with a way, a better way of receiving a varie-
ty of signals that are coming through the air.

I think we made it clear in the brief we
view cablecasting as an important developing
role for cable companies. We in no way see
that displacing the distributors’ function that
is performed by the network.



