poarly 20 years and was president in 1938; that Mr. Colby has been
county Enginecr and koad Superintendent ef Kcnt County fer over 25
years, president of the association in 1937, and very active in Teviving
interest in it during the pre-war dcoression peried; that Mr. Moore was
gounty Engineer of Kcnfrew vor almost & quarter of & century before be--
coming & member of the Ontario Municipal Board and, then, your president;
and that Mr, McLeod has spent several fruitful Years in hihway researok
poth. in Saskatohewun and in this previnoe and was the fipst Canadian to
reoeive the American Highvay Research Board's anmusl distinetion. In
doing bonsur to them to-ni 1%, we are all honouring ourselves, beccuse
we are expressing faith in and appreciation of Pudlic service fer owr-
selves and for our fellow-citizens.

You will notioe that I wish to ve inoluded, begause for the
last few years, I feel that 1 too hLave been devotizng my time and energies
to making democratic institutions effioient znd fruitful, in this Cazada
of ours.

This yeur is the 100th annjversary of the asswaptien hy .
Canadians of responsibility for the administration of taeir own affairs.

The first strictly respousible party gevernaent in British
North America was eryanized at Halifax om the 2nd of February 1848. 0g the
£5th of January 1848, the House of Assenbly of Nova Scotia hud voted »
confidence in the Executive Council. Aoting om Lord Gray's instruetiaons,
Sir John Harvey, then governor of that province, sent for J, B, Uniaocke
and requested him te form = _overnnent which could comiiand a majority in
the House of Representatives. In Yebruary of the same your, the Ministry
wus defezted 1n the Legislative Asseibly ef the United Canadas then
sitting in Montreal, and Lord Elgin seat for the Leaders of the Opposi-
tion, Louis-Hippolyte Lafonvzine and Robert Baldvin, and their Cabinet
assumed responsibility for advising His Excellency on the 10th of Msarch
1848, :

This was the logical outcome of the fi:ht that had been going
on for yeurs and which hed led to the outbreak of 1887, As &ll will
reoull, after the rebelliou, Lord Durhom had been Seut out es Governore
in-Chief, with authority to restore order and tranguillity, to enquire
into the causes of the rebellion and to suggest measures {or the fubure,
The report he made has since bocu looked upon as the greztest oenssitu~
tioual docunent im Brivish Colonizl nistory. .

Joseph Ho.e, the great Nove-Scotian lezder, had vritten
about the "Chateau elique™ of Lowci Cunada, the "Family Compact™ ef
Upper Cenuca and similar greups in other provinces, and the pesition of
tae Guvernor and of the elected asanblies taat the Governor might
flutter una svrug;le in the hot, 25 come woll<meaning  e¥Yornors hrd dene,
bub taut he must finally resisn himself to bedng conte.t with the nayrew
limits essigned aim by his kerpers and thay he hed never known a Lovernor
Wi0, eveun vith the best intentions a.d with the fwll sonocurrence ef the
representetive bra.cy, bucked with the confidence of bhis Severecign, was
dble to coutend on amything like Iuir tems wita the maull knot ef
functiosaries wuo foiued the Councials, filled tue oltfices and wielded
vhe powors of governiucat. 1m his view, that was becuusa while the
Governor wus anenabl: to iiis Sevuieisn threuzh the Célenial Secrotary,
and the members or tio Ascenbly ere couirelled by their gonstityents, ;
the cliyue vere only responsible to iLlLemscives and could always pretect
&nd sustain ewucn othor, .lietner ucstiicd Uy vhe represcitatives ef the
Soveriugn or the reiresvedtutives of the people, amd dven that was nod
tne \iole story. I the Canwaas, the sitiction wus further complioated
by the clash betvwesn the knzlish ead the ¥reach, In his peport, Lopd
Duriem wrote thet he had, as be expeated to, feund & contost betveen g

Jovermiend.e. .




