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ANNEX7

HABITAT AND SPECIES

A. Purpose

The purpose of this Annex is to contribute te the achievement of the General and
Specific Objectives of this Agreement by conserving, protecting, maintaining,
restoring and enhancing the resilience of native species and their habitat, as well
as by supporting essential ecosystem services.

B. Programs and Other Measures

The Parties, subject to their respective laws and regulations, and in cooperation
and consultation with State and Provincial Governments, Tribal Goverrunentsý
'First Nations, Métis, Municipal Governments, watershed management agencies,
other local public agencies, and the Public, shall:

1 conduct a baseline survey of the existing habitat against which
to establish a Cireat Lakes Basin Ecosystern target of net
habitat gain and measure fiiture progress;

2. within two years of entry into force of this Agreement
complete the development and begin implementation of
lakewide habitat and species protection and restoration
conservation strategies that use adaptive management
approaches, identify conservation mechwùsms, and address
the most significant stressors to native species and habitat;

3. assess gaps in current binational and domestic prograins and
initiatives to conserve, protect, mahitain, restore and enhance
native species and habitat as a first step toward the
development of a binational fimework for priorifizing


