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ANNEX 23
INTERPRETIVE RULING

I Where a Party has requested the Council to convene an ECE, the Council shall, on
the written request of any other Party, select an independent expert to make a ruling
concerning whether the matter is:

(a) trade-related; or
(b)  covered by mutually recognized labor laws.

2: The Council shall establish rules of procedure for the selection of the expert and for
submissions by the Parties. Unless the Council decides otherwise, the expert shall present a
ruling within 15 days after the expert is selected.
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