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INFORMATION CANADA BORN

The Prime Minis fer madle the following statement
nformation policy in the House of Commons on
7ualry 10:
On Noveniber 4, 1 tabjed the report of the Task
:e on Information which had been asked to ex-
ie federal information services and to recommend
the Federal Govemment might lmprove its coin-

>cations with the Canadian people. 1 now propose
ittine briefly the Goveniment's plans.
The Task Force made 17 major recommendations.
àccept $hese recommendations in principle, with
exceptions.
Reconunendation. Number 5 proposed the estab-
Imnt of citizens' advisory bureaux and neighbor-
I ctwicils. The Governnient is sympathetic to this
osai but feels that it warrants further study.
Reconimendation number ten suggests that a
'r1nnent agency undertake a role of public ad-
tte that we feel more properly belongs to Parlia-

The Task Force found that the information re-
Lsibilities of the Federal Government have not
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been discharged effectively despite considerable
expenditure. It was our suspicion of this which moved
us to ask for the Task Force study.

As a step toward correcting this situation, we
have accepted the recommendation for a smali new
unit called Information Canada, which will be estab-
lished at the beginning of April as part of the De-
partinent of Supply and Services. The unit will report
direct to a Minister....

MAIN QBJECTS
This organization is proposed nialaly for three rea-
sons. First, Information Canada will proniote co-
operation aniong federal information offices now
operating in mutual isolation. The object wilI b. to
increase effectiveneas as well as to save money by
reduclng duplication in the use of staff and eup
ment and by botter joint use of the Government's in-
formation resources. A similar approach was recom-
meaded by the GIassco Royal Commission on Govers-
ment Organzation. We expect that co-ordination wilU
resuit in more cèherent information, clearer and more
understandable to Canadians than it has beem in the
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