AP DRIFTIN&'IINES: fThe ships at present at
- the disposal of the Commanding Officer Pacific
‘Coast are of the right kind to deal:with

Japanese: drifting mines 'in Canadian West Coast

‘waters, according: to a statement issued: today
by Naval Service Hesdquarters. "Drifting mines
cennot - be sweépt, " the statément emphasized,
"and- destroyers,: frigates, and- even: tugs and
other: small vessels: are'suitable for' locating
'such mines, ' vhich'mast' either be sunk by gun-
fire if afloat, or:destroyed by:detonation 'if

-ashore. No:specialimine-sweeping’ equipment is.

'required, .and.would in:fact-have no value
against ' drifting mimes.™
‘During the past-eighteen:months, ' the Navy
‘said, -a total of:fortyrsix Japanese'mines has
‘been: reported, - and: each report -has been' fully
‘investigated.  Seven of ' the.mines reported:were
‘clear oficoastalshipping routes, and’ twelve
‘mines. were. destroyed: by the Navy. "A consider-
sble number, : although reported’ in perfectly
-good: faith gs'mines, ‘were sctually not'mihes.
‘A large. smount of timber-is' always:adrift'in
‘British Columbis weters; :and-.can:essily be
'mistaken for mines:by peoplée.unfamiljaer:with
'their exact:shepe:snd; sppearance.”
‘It wag pointed out: that,' theugh
-in' the number of Japsnese:driftingimines-in
West Coast:waters is possible, no such imcrease
‘hes been in fact established,  and the danger
‘which:might arise from' them is greatly mini-
imized: by' the facts that a'considerable propor-
‘tion of them may be:expectedito be inective
.due: to deterioratiom,.end that: a:safety device

‘required: by the Hague Convention.is'known to-

have been fitted to'theimajority of Japanese
‘mines. "Theiway to deal:with«the'mines: there
are, -is'to sink them by'gunfire atisea or
rdestroy them if ashore. '

W Higher prices for food,
clothing end homa' fiimishings: sent ' the. cost-
of-living index up snether 1.4 points during
October and stratched: tha' gain over: the: last
year toimore: than 16 points, the Deminion
‘Buresu’'of Statisticas:reported yesterday.
The: index, | calculated on: the: basis 1935-39
-equala: 100, i resched 148.6 at:Nov. l:against
142.2. ut 'Oct. land 127.1 at'Nov. 1< last year.
On' the: basis of August, 1939, equalling 100,
the index stood:at 142; 5. a8 of:Nov. 1.
Raporting on the Octobar increase, ' the
Bureauimaid that higher; food qrisp‘m continyed
to "dominate": the'advance,:a eho'qgh'neh of
the sub=group indexes, excepting rentsls,
‘moyed higher. : ' o
iThe index, for the food group.rosd 2.3 points
to 173.6, due mainly to higher prices: for
oggs, fluidimilk, \certain . meats and:cannad
vegetables. Butter, :lamons,and a. few. fresh

‘vegetables, on the other band, ‘declined, ilight-‘

'-1 .

y.'n... clothing: group advanced 2:8 points te
157.0, iwith prices rising iniall,subssections,
while home furnishinge and services:climbed
1.5 to 151.4 on'the. atrength of incresses for

an increase
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fumiture, floor coverings, : furnishings, - dishes
and: cleaning: supplies.

-Slightly higher:costs for medicinal. sup-
plies, persenal:care items, newspapers and
gasoline: were. respongible. for:a gain of 0.6.to
118.2 in the:migcellaneous items: index. Higher
Yrices for:coal and;coke:boosted fuel:and

ighting by 0.7 to 122.6.

Rentals, undericontrol,: remained: unchanged

.at 119.9
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-of Edinburgh, - the people of:Canadaiextend: all
- good: wishes. for: their, future:heppiness. ’
‘Conditions throughout. the) world, : the: Speech
. further . states, : continue. to: be difficult end
disturbing. :Dislecations: resulting: from: the
rayages. of var:bhave.become incressingly, ap-
parent. i IniBurope, production:hasimsde onlyia
partialirecevery. :In:Asis, over:largei aress,
.active: fighting) continues. Shortages.of: the
necessities of: life, particularly. of food, are
.stilliacuté.  In:many: countries, political:amd
social:unrest: isi serious., Failure: to: agree. on
peace: settiementsiwith: Germany: and: Austriaiis
.preventing recovery of Europe:.:’,. Whileiun-
1settfed: conditions: gtil [ prevaili in: Furope: mad
:Asia, Canada:hss! continued: toienjoy: gemeral
.prosperity. .Buployment: end: income; have: reached
. leve]ls.naver.before: attained.: Qur: country;has
not: been. unaffected, :hovever, : by. the. problems
.end. difficultiés of other: countries.: Munyins-
‘tions; with;vhich.we. trede:have: been.unable: to
.restore. their. full productive: capacity. Their
. congequent: inability, to) increage: their: exports
:in sutficientimeagure: to. pay: for: their; imports
‘hasi greatlyicomplicated Camada!s: foreigniex-
chenge; situstion. A permanent;solutien. of. our
_exchange problems; and: the: futurei yell+being. of
theination: dependiupon. revival of. world: trade.
"The Canadjan; dghfltion ito:the\United
: y:took;an, sctive. part
in.its proceedings. Caneda;vesielected to,a
seat on.the,Security Council. Canedaiwasialso
.represented on:the United:Nations: Special
Committee oni Palestine.; Support. of: the Charter
of ithe United.Nationsiremains,enessential
feature of Canadals foreign.policy.

,F_ﬂ_xmqmlz_uph ‘In spite ofigericus
osses resulting: from: the:idispute'inimeat
packing plants, : substantial: expansion. in:em-
ployment: vas' indicated, on'theivhole, ' by lead-
“ing: establishments at: October 1, aécording: to
' the Dominion' Buréau of) Statistics.iThe: general
gain. was: seasonal: in: charscter, butiwasirather
' gboveraverage; for' the  time of year.iTheistaffs
of: the 18,182 employéns' initheieight! leadin
fodustries: rose from 1,993,483 at\September: g
to' 2,007,897, at.- October 1, or'by 0.7 per:¢cent,

whileiyeekly salaries endivagesiaggregated

§75,038, 687, 1en: ifcreane of 2:4/pericent over
the:September l:total of $73,285,907./The
+employmen't  index:baged on:the 1926, average,
iredched &' newimaximum of 194.6/ st October: L.
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