
IA?  DRIFTING  MINES:   flhe ships at present at 
• the. disposal of. the .  Conimanding Officer Pacific 
•Coast are o f the • right •kind to deal :wïth 
Japanese. drifting mines in Canadian West. Coast .  

•waters, according: to . a statement- issued: today 
•by Naval Service-Headquarters. "Drifting:mines 
.cannet • be •esiep.t., " 	statement emphasized. 
"and- destroyers,  frigates, and. even • tugs and 
other: small • vessels: are  suitable. for • locating 

•such mines, which' must . either • be • sunk  " by:  gun-
fire if afloat, or: destroyed • by  detonation •"if 

•ashore.  No  special:mine-sweeping. equipment is . 
required, . and . would in fact • have no • value 
age Jilin • dri fting• mimes. ". 

..During the past. eighteen . monthe,  'the  Navy 
•said, • a total of;..forty?six Japanese. mines • his 
•been  reported, • and ,  each report • has • been  fully 

. investigated.. Severi cif. the . mines. reported:were 
clear of: coastal s shipping. routes,  'and'  twelve 

'mines were. destroyed.  by  the Navy. "A. consider-
able . number, : although reported' in perfectly 

•good. faith as. mines, ..were actually. not:mines. 
•A large ,  amount of. timber • is .  always adri ft. in 
'British  Co lumbi a  waters; and ..can eau/ ly . be 
%mistaken foe mines by  peoplèunfemilarwith 

 their exact. shape and; appearance. " 
. It. was pointed  out  that, ! thoue an increase 

•in'  the number of Japanese . dri ftin 8:mines • in 
West Coast.. waters • is possibleino such increase 

. has • been in fact: entabli shed, and • the danger 
whichimight ,  arise. froin. them is' greatly: mini-
mteed by. the facts.  that  a: considerable proPer-

. t ion of them :may ; be: expected:to : be • inactive 
•due. to deterioratién, • and that: a: safety • divice 
, required by the Hague Convention. is. knout ,  to " 
have • been fitted. to i  the:majority of ,  Japanese 

:mines...:"Ihe, way to deal: with: the mines • there 
are, • is to • sink them . by . gunfire . at sea or 

I destroy them if. ashore. . • 

C  ,n.f... INDR)(. III ; Higher prices for food, 
clothing grad .  home furnishings., sent"  the  coot-
of- iving index. up : another 1; 4 points. during 
October and. stretched the. gain  Over  the. Lest 
year to Imore ,  than 16 points. the Dominion 
Bureau .  of Statistics reported yent•r4IYi 

Ike! index, Ics1cuLated on t the, bails $35.39 
•equals. 100, . retched. 148. 6', st . Nov: 1: 4 igainst 

142.2, at 'Oct. l! 'end 127. 1! at:Nov. 1! list year, 
On . the! basis of. »wet, • 1939, ! equalling 100, 
the index: 'toed ,  at 142, 3. as of!Nov. 1. 

Reporting on . the October inclresse, the 
Bureau! @aid. that ,  hi gher food prices% continued 
to "deminste“! the advance. ■ slthotish. each of 
the I  sub-group indexeo, teneeptirtg rentals, 

•moved . higher. 
Ilhe index for the food group. ros 2.:3  point! 

to 173. 6, ! due !mainly to • hi gher r içoe . for 
eggs, fluid% milk, certain meats 1. 11nd I farmed 
vegetab'les. . Bitter,  ;lemons , and , a few fresh 

. vegetables, on the other, hand, declined, eight-
. 1y. 

;Ike! clothing. group( advanced. 248 points to 
157.0, , with prices rising.  in  t all subveectiono, 
while . home furnishings,  and  services! climbed 
'1.5  to 131.4 on ,  the, etrength of. increases for  

furniture, floor. coverings, ; furnishings, • dishes 
and  cleaning ,  supplies. 

•Slightly 'higher costs • for . medicinal . sup-
plies, personal:rare. iteme, newspapers. and 
gasoline; were •  responsible for., a. gain of. 0.6: to 
118.2 in the: miecellaneous iteaue index. Higher 
prices for coal • arid+ coke, boosted • fuel: and 
lighting. by .1); 7. to 122.6. 

Rentals, ; wader; control; e rennailited unchanged 
. at 119.5 

.(Continued. froze page 1) 

•.0 f..Edinburpja, • the people of: Cenabia: extend: all 
•good: wishes ,  for: their, future: happineee. 

'Conditions . throughout  the  world, : the  Speech 
•further ; states, continue. to; be . di f EtIcul t and 
disturbing. ;.Dir sloçationsi .resultingi from; the 
ravages . f , war:have; become cinc;easinglY, ap- 
parent. ; 	production:has:made melyia 
partiait recavery..: In .: 	over large: areao, 

• ctiyei fighting) c.ontinnes::.'Shortages .øf : the 
necessities. of;  Jife, ..per.ticularly • of: feed,: are 

. still: imate..: In: many: comatriee, political: and 
 social ; unreet ; 	serious, Failure: to  agree. on 

peace: settlements: with:Germany. end ihastrial is  
. preventing: recovery  of  Europe 	lei le tua- 
settled: conditions: still =  prevail: in: Europe: and 
Asia, ' Canada ; has continued' to: enjoy: general 

. prosperity. „Bap loymen ti and: income:have: reached 
, / eve/a:I:lever . before: attained. ,  Our: country:has 
not: been:unaffected, ; hoyiever, ; by. the, problems 
and, difficulties of. other: countriee. Mtinr.  no-
time; with; which we . traide ; have: been, amable; to 

•restore, their. full producti.»: 
onr.ioequent: inability: to: increagie: their: exports 

, sufficient: neaeure : to. per, for; their; imports 
'heel geestlY; compliçated Canada s foreign:ex-
change situation. A. permanent: solution ,  of. our 
eichange prohleps;  and the  future, eellebeing. of 
the nation! dependi upon. revival of. world: trede. 

'1"The çanadi I de /egation : to the ::United 
Nations 'General, ABeemblvi took an, active part 

its prooeedings., çano.dai: vats+ elected: to , a 
seat cin. the, Security Council. Çaneda: yogi also 

. represented on th.e•Vei ted; Nation Special: 
Committee on Palestine.: Smort. of: the  Charter 
of the • Uni ted. Na t ions: remains an eseenti a I 
feature of.Canerlars, foreign .polify.. 

',ION RIIPOYION7.1.27EL  In epite of+ serious 
!wages . resulting! from the didpiute in meat 
packing p lento ; .; substantial  expansion : in  emi-
ployment+ was. inditated, on.  the aboie,  by!  Lead-

'inglentahl4ahMonts ,  et. Oc tober 1, !, affording! to 
the Dominion' &menu  of;  Stettin/ch. ilhe geme;81 
gain, wee; seasonal. in', character, but ! was! rather 
sbOve.r.average) for ,  tha. time of year. Mae: staffs 
sf.i 'the 18 ,.18214ampitiyeas ,  eight% leading 
induatries room from 1;9931483: at: September. i 
to.2,007i697,at.October I. Pr'W 0.7 nortmnt; 
while :week ly  i salaries enel‘ wages t aggregated 
$75,038,687,  r, en: increase of , 12: epee cent over 
the :September 1 total of $7.3;28 5.907 ..ellae 

. employment  I  index  based en! the 1926 : average, 
reached; a nee:maximum of 194.6:et October. 1. 
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