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seminar-in 1949:During - the discussion offu-
.tureseminar.policya Belgian proposal;that 

. one.ofthe.seminars.in  1950 deal 'with thare- 
•vision of teXtbooks,.especially in history, 
was approved. With respect to UNESOYs work, in 
sending educational missions to member,states 

.requiring them,.the.Director-GeneraLreported 
•to-the.Conferenée• that  the  first requésts.for 
.suchsassistancehad.been:received. from.Hun-
gary,  Afghanistan. and. the. Philippines. . 

.A.UnitedStates. proposal instructing the 
Director-Generalto promote the.Studyof the 

'contribution of organized. labour  to the ad-
vancement:of civilizatiorLwas,adopted by the 
Conference,.A similar resolution dealing with 
the participation of.labour in UNESCO activi-
ties.was adopted in connection with the pro-
gramme in adult education. TheDirector-General 

.waainàtructed to.include.workers in industry 
and -  agriculture' in  the projected international 
conference,in adult education. The General 
Conference accepted the invitation, of  Denmark 
to hold the' meeting there:in 1949. 

NATURAL SCIENCES' . 	 • 

The programme on natural  sciences, • approved 
at the Third . Séssiên,:.followed the principleà 

.established in Mexico City. A few, new projects 

.weie approved which will nôt involve anygreat 

.eXpenditure_in 1949. The . total financial  ap-
propriation  for-  the section..was set at$679,.- 

.000compared With an estimated allocation of 
$732,000 in 1948. 

. 'The operation.  of four field science offices 
.in ast-Asia,'South Asia,,the Middle East and 
'Latin AMerica, and the:granting of aid . to  non-
. governmental-scientific organizations•were.re-

- tainéd'as the principal. tasks.of. the natural 
science. section.. The appropriation for. grants-
inaidswas- raised from $192,000 to $212 .,000 
and 'a new proposaLwas adopted that.UNESCO, 
jointly-with the Wcirld Health-Organization, 
'should assisLin. the establishment of a perma-
nent:bureau,for.the co,-ordination,of interna-
tional congresses oimediéal science..TherGen- 

' etal Conference. gave. approvalto an. Indian 
proposai  that the'SéCretariat.studythe.advis-
.àbility of calling  an international  conference 

,in 1950  for the establishment of an interna-

tional institute - of . the . arid.Zone-on the Model 

- of the Sylean Amazon. Institute. Approval was 

-alào given'to a similar  United' States  proposal. 

concerning.the creation of an international 

computation' centre. 
.The 1948'programme.contained an item con-

cerning .  high altitude biology,.whichhad orig-
.inatellin-the Peruvian proposal,.but this item 
..was_droppectby the . Director-General.from his 
programme .  proposalà. The . conference, however, 
agreed:to_anew.Peruvian,suggestion. that a  

symposium on the'subject . be held provided that 
UNESCO bore_no expense.. 

Members:of thenatural-science sub,commis-
sion gave,attention'to.the ,  world-wide problem 
of conservation and developmentof food re-
sources-and agreed to 2 a United States proposal 
that UNESCO should suggest to the Secretary-
General.of the United.Nations;that he place 
the, question before.the Economic:and Social 
Council.at  its next•session. The General Con-

-ference'apProved this  proposai and  recommended 
further that the Economic and Social Council 

.initiate joint planning by the specialized 
agencies to meet.  the  problem. 

• SOCIAL SCIENCES 
The General Conference.decided that.the 

project.on tensions affecting - international 
•understanding shipUld:continue to be:the  prin-
cipal  work of.the . sociaLscienee,division...The 
appropriation, for  this project.was increased 
by ten per cent.over. the 1948 . expenditure.. The 
General Conference.adopted a.United.States 
prôposal that-the study  of tensions.should. in-
elude a .  study of techniques.and . deVicesused 

'to.bring about fascism in Italy and Germany.in 
.the period preceding the second,world war.in 
order.to assist:in the early  recognition of 
such  movements in , the future. . 

The General Conference' . issuegi a- directive 
.to the Secretariat.toencourage international 

• 

 

collaboration in the 'socialsciences.byaiding 
in the formation and operatiOn'of_an appropriL 

.ate international.organization.or,organiza-
,tions...An Egyptian resolution on the founda-
tion of a centre for legal co-operation, (re-

.ceiving  a proposal.by  Egypt defeated.at.the 
Second Séssion).was- again rejected. However, 

.the.COnference agreed.to.a Canadian:amendment 
providing for the,study.ofinternational:col-
laboration in,law within•UNESCO!s broader 

•study of collaborationlin the.sOCial sciences:- 
.A ,United States proposal.seconded by . Canada, 
.that UNESCOshould promote education.in  ate-
'tistics 'and, if possible. , asSist the-Interna-
-tional-Statistical Institute, wasalso adopted. 

The.remainder of the programme_in Social 

'Sciences followed in general the programme.ap-
proved at:the Mexico City.Conference; , the res7 
olution. on the social implications of science, 

 however,.was reduCed conSiderabiy,-and  the• 
scope of.the . study of international.collabora-
tion was reduced bythe deletion- of a para-

.graph-asking. the executive-board'to'consider 
•how.speciaLstudiesof.the probleMs.of.inter-
national.organization and collaboration maybe 

.undertakewby the'Secretariat in Co-oPération 
with Member.States. 


