Government said or not. The candour of dialogue with the Chinese is a virtue

in itself. We should not be discouraged from pursuing it by fears that we risk
making matters worse by disagreeing with the Chinese as often as we do. Talking
is better than fighting. The Chinese appreciate this as well as we do.

It was in this spirit that I undertook my recent journey to the
People's Republic of China. My purpose was twofold: to hold talks on bilateral
and multilateral questions with the Chinese leaders and also to inaugurate our
Solo Trade Exhibition in Peking. The Exhibition was the largest Canada had
ever held abroad. I wanted to underline the importance the Government attached
to it. And, as you know, it was a resounding success: $28-million worth of
Canadian goods were sold. Direct contacts were established between Canadian
businessmen and representatives of Chinese trade corporations that will almost
certainly lead to more sales.

By happy coincidence, China's Foreign Trade Minister, Pai Hsiang-kuo,
arrived in Canada for a ten-day tour just as I entered China. During his stay,
he was shown a good cross-section of Canadian industrial and technological
capacity. Minister Pai inaugurated the Chinese exhibit at the Canadian National
Exhibition here in Toronto. You know what a remarkable success that exhibit
had. The Chinese Trade Minister also met officials and representatives of all
spheres of the Canadian business world. I returned from his country feeling
that one more step had been taken in understanding China, its people, its way
of life, its place in the world and what it expects of its contacts with other
countries. I am sure he felt the same about his visit to Canada.

. But what struck me above everything else in my talks both with
Premier Chou En-lai, Foreign Minister Chi Peng-fei and other high officials of
the Chinese Foreign Ministry was the ease and candour with which we were able
to exchange views even on fairly delicate subjects. I was determined from the
start to be frank and open with the Chinese. I felt, if we were to have a
useful dialogue, we should both express our views clearly and have an
opportunity of arguing about them. That is exactly how it happened -- as it
turned out, the Chinese were astonishingly frank in their comments to me about
international questions and about relations between Canada and China.

On bilateral issues, fortunately, we have no serious problems. Our
relations have been developing rapidly and smoothly. We're making progress
in breaking down the barriers that have existed for almost a generation
between the People's Republic of China and Canada. ‘I hope that we shall make
further progress; we would like to see a greater movement of people and an
intensified exchange of ideas. The day has not yet come when Canadians can
visit China as they visit the United States or Europe. For the time being,
the Chinese have neither the desire nor the capacity to cope with large-scale
tourism. This is understandable. They have diplomatic relations with some
70 countries. People from all these countries, as well as from some which do
not have diplomatic relations with China, want to go to China. China's
facilities for receiving them are still limited. Consequently, the Chinese
authorities have to be selective in granting visas. They do so according to
their own priorities. More and more foreigners will be allowed-to visit
China. Meanwhile we Canadians can't complain: this past August more than 600
visas were granted to Canadian businessmen, officials and athletes.



