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A new 200-mile fishing zone 
won't solve all the problems 
for Maritime fishing industry 

By Bruce Little 
For Financial Times News Service 

HALIFAX, N.S. — After 
years of lamenting the decline 
of the fishery- , denouncing for-
eign fleets for causing it and 
pressing for a 200-mile limit to 
reverse it, the Atlantic provin-
ces are finally getting what 
they want — a fisheries man-
agement zone extending 200 
nautical miles out into the 
ocean. 

The fishing zone comes into 
force Jan. 1. Foi many in 
Eastern Canada, it is only now 
beginning to sink in that, de-
spite the chauvinistic rhetoric 
of thé last few years, Canada's 
right to manage the fish will 
not be a cure-all. 

Canada is taking over a 
massive amount of territory — 
500,000 square miles on the 
East Coast and 130,000 square 
miles of the Pacific Ocean. 

"We are acquiring jurisdic- - 
 tion over an actively fished 

area which approximately dou-
bles our present total maritime 
territorial responsibility," says 
Dr. Lloyd Dickie, director of 
the Institute of Oceanography 
at Dalhousie University, Hali-
fax. 

That responsibility puts the 
job of managing the fisheries 
zone squarely on Ottawa's 
back, and the fishing industries 
of a dozen countries 'as well as 
Canada will be sizing up the 
government's performance. 

Move unilateral 
Technically, Canada's take-

over was unilateral: The Law 
of the Sea Conference has yet 
to produce an agreement. But 
in practice, Ottawa had per-
suaded the five countries whose 
fleets account for nearly 90 per 
cent of foreign fishing here to 
accept Canadian control even 
before it announced the exten-
sion of fisheries jurisdiction. 

Far from solving" the fishing 
industry's problems, the 200- 
mile limit has simply created 
more of them and each will be 
the subject of fervent con-
troversy in the next few years. 

Maritimers have a tendency 
to blame tee ills of the indust-
ry entirely on the invasion of 
foreign fishing fleets whose 
ships scour the ocean with 
ruthless efficiency. But the in-
dustry had problems long be-
fore the foreigners came. 

Since the Second World 
War, it has faced collapse ev-
ery six or seven years. The la-
test crisis was all the more vi-
cious because of its suddenness. 
In 1973, the groundfish indust-
ry was enjoying one of  its best 
years," despite declining fish 
stocks. In 1974, the roof fell in 
às rising costs and evapoiating 
markets squeezed the industry. 

Ottawa responded first with 
A series of Band-aids that 
pumped $131 million of extra 
money into the industry and 
second with an over-all strate-
gy to get the fishery back on 
its feet. 

The strategy served notice 
that the ,government plans to 
interene more and more in the 
industry to get it back on its 
feet. It alSo plans to maximize 
the  social  benefits of the fishe-
ry rather than allow pure eco-
nomics to dictate development. 

That approach is bouhd to 
bring Ottawa into conflict with 
portions of the fishing industry. 
James Morrow, vice-president 
of National Sea Products Ltd., 
Halifax, for one, is worried 
about too much interference 
from Ottawa. 

Indus  try  in jeproacly 
He wants the government tu 

lay out _a long-term plan that 
would allow depleted fish 
stocks to recover. Within that 
framework, fishing companies  

could maximize their catch in 
the most efficient way. Such a 
plan, he argues, would also 
permit a steady shipbuilding 
program which would bring 
new boats into use as the 
potential catch grows. 

Mr. Morrow wants Ottawa 
to focus first on rebuilding cod 
stocks. He is worried that by 
the time other fish "species re-
cOver there may not be a fish-
ing industry left to save. 

A basic requirement of good 
fisheries management is solid 
information about fish stocks 
but good research is lacking. 

"Research" is absolutely  cru-
cial,"  says Kenneth Lucas, sen-
ior assistant deputy minister 
who runs Environment 
Canada's fisheries and marine 
service. 

"There are at least 60 stocks 
out there in Atlantic waters — 
a glittering national asset — 
and we simply do not know 
enough about them." 

Numbers misleading? 
Some argue that Canada can 

use figures gathered by the In-
ternational Commission for the 
Northwest Atlantic Éisheries. 
.0thers say those numbers — 
based on catches reported by 
fishermen — are misleading. 
The solution, they say, is more 
research ships and more time. 

So far, the environment de-
partment has been doing most 
of the work setting up the 
administration for the 200-mile 
fishing zone. Now there is 
pressure in Ottawa to put the 
management unit in this part 
of the country. 

"When they try 'to manage 
from Ottawa, they get into a 
real mess," says Mi. Morrow. 
Dr. Dickie goes further, urging 
as much local input as possible 
from smaller communities that 
depend on fi sh. 


