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anyhin rgarin imipressilig seamen in Provincial ports, as 1
hav,.e beenl told that thiis ivas doue at one period of our early
Provincial history, but I have alwavs donbted that such could
have (#ccurred here. Vours, etc., M. D,

Out correspondent cau no longer remain in doubt, as we are
able to supply hini with an authientic account of at lea.st one case
in wvhich seamen were inmpressed in this Province and there nîay
have been otlier cases.

111 JUlY, '807, the good ship Hope, of Bristol, Captaixi John
Ford, was chartered Iby Andrew Macdonald and Sons, of Three
Rivets (now nained Georgetown), to bring ont a cargo of mer-
chandise. and thiere Ioad a cargo of pine timber for Britain.

While preparing to load, the sloop-of-war Halifax arrived at
Thiree Rivets, and oI1e morning the captain of the Hope was
surprised by a visit froxxî an officer and boat's crew, from the
Hialifax, boarding his vessel; and inîpressing, against tîîeir will
and his owin protest, the inost able seamen lie had, and taking
tlheni off on board the Halifax.

The Hope was delayed for a long tinie to the serious loss of
ail coucerned. The miaster and the charterers sent a petition to
Lieutenant Governour DesBarres, setting forth the serions injnry
this,, practice would cause to the export trade of the Province, and
prayIitlg lis F.xcelleincy to use his influence ta have the nmen re-
tuirned to thieni, if possible; and to put a stop to impressiug
seamien here; for if it was allowed to continue it would be
impossible to charter vessels to ports ini this Province, where
other men, equally qualifled, could not be procured ta nav igate
thie vessels.

it does not appear whether Captain Ford got is men back,
nior do we know wliat the Governour may have done to stop this
prctice in Provincial ports, but we have met with no other record
of later cases. The men in Her Majesty's navy now receive fait
~wages, good food and just treatment (which was flot always the
case at that time), and they are 110w quite willîng to serve in the

Navy without being impressed.

The Firat Steamer In Charlottetown Harbour.
Sjz-Can you let ns know ini what year any vessel propelled by
stanwas flrst seen in Charlottetown harbour; as some of your


