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'There have beeil tiimes iii the Ilistory of this
University wlieil doubtfnl wisdoin. hias been shiowli
iii the awarding of hoiiorary degrecs. That is
far fromn the truth in this case, iuowvever, and the
University iii hoiioriing Mr. Morley witli the de-
grec of Doctor of Civil Laws hias lionored lier-
self." ln these words did Mr. Goldwini Smith
pr-opose for the degree of LIS.D., honoris causa,the Hine of Air. Johni Morley, the einient Jeng--
lislt sciiolar, publicist and historiaii, at the spe-
cial convocation on Monday. For the second
tilhie xithin the past few weeks we have liad the
opl)ortunity of seeing and hearing ouxe of our dis-
tiniguislied kinsmien Ironi over the sea. lu the
persons of Professor Bryce and Mr. Morley we
have high]y developed types of the class of ilnen
wlio forni the governing class in Great ]3ritain.

'lo us in Canada, whose higliest cult.ure even, is
in inany respects imperfeet and crude, the unes-
sage of one coruing from a country which. lias
evolved so higli a formn of culture as £,ngland, and
whicli lias feit the tlirob of a great nationial life,
is of considerable importance. '£he slur is som-e-
Uniies cast uponl this Young nation that it býreeds
politicians, not statesmien. if sucli an imputa-
Lion bc just-and we must admit that to a great
extent it is-the reason is to be found ilot in an
immiiorality that saps the life of our social struc-
ture, but rather in the fact that our nation, be-
ing very yourig, bias not been able ho develop the
culture whicli is niecessary for the higlier life of a
nation.

Mr. Morley is a type of the men who foxqin the
goveruiing class in England. He is a muan of inde-
pendent fortune and is thus, throýugli thc leisure
afflorded Min, able to, devote considerable tinie to
the study of politics and historical questions.
,ike Mr. Balfour, who, were lie flot a public man,

would he a pliysicist of no mean rank, and Mr.
Gladstone, wbo, had hie flot been a statesmnan,
would have attained eminence as a classical
scholar, Mr. Morley, when free front his duties
as a memiber of the British Huse of Coînmions,
lias been able ho throw the liglit of a trained in-
tellect upon certain phases of political hîstory.
Witlî what success bis Life of Gladstone and lis
nionograplis upon Voltaire and Cobden are evi-
dence.

That Mr. Morley's finer nature lias flot been
blunted by twenty-one years of active public life
was evidenced in lis speech on the acceptance of
tîte degree, when hie referred to the period spent
along with Mr. Goldwin Smith as a student at

Oxford. In simple but eloquent language lie paid
tribute to the ancient seat of learniuig wvhere. men
are tauglit that character is mo1re important than
learning and knowledge is flot always power.
Whien Mr. Morley says that of Mr. Balfour's Cab-
iniet ail but one are holders of the 11-M. degree
froni one or other of the British universities, we
can formn somne conception of the forces which
guide the British ship of state. The influence of
sucli mnen, trained ho know that a question lias
more than one sie, but ready, wben once decided
upon the stand to be tak-en, to press their con-
v'ictions witli force and Siiicerity, inust be incal-
culable. Tbey are an influence of whicli we have
too little in Canadiail public life. The condition
of polities in Canada is to mlany higli-m-inded and
cultivated mnen so iîîtolerable that they resolute-
ly shun alI contact with it.

This is a mietter in whichi every undergraduate
shouild feel a vital interest. If the destinies of
this growing country are to be directed by a
parliamient of lodge orators and demnagogues its
developm-ent xvill be seriously retarded or arrest-
cd. If the Parliamnent of Canada is to be domt-
iuiate(l by the forces of integrihy, progressiveness
and fairness, the country will ere long feel the
hhrill of a new national existence.

l>rofessor James Bryce, iii bis recent address ho
the Political Science Club, eariiestly exhorte(j
t.uiiversity men ho enter public ,ife. It would as-
surcdly lie soliething inemiorable in tie hishury
of Cana.da if the uuldergraduahes of this univer-
sity could lie brouglitto feel keenly their respon-
sibuhhty for the wclfare of their country. it%voud not, of course, be desirable hîjat ai] should
sck ho hiave a direct voice in the afiairs of gov-
ernînient. But indircctly, whether by the press,
or o11 the platformi, or iii the pulpit, every inan
iiuiglit uise bis influence to raise the standard of
our national life.

The disgraceful conduct of mnany of the stu-
dents at the lallowc'en celebration at the Prin-
cess Theatre cannot be too inucli deplored. Al-
thougli, with one exception, the city papers have
treated the m-atter lightly, yet the wliole affair
%vas tboroughlly disgraceful, and is miost severeîy
criticised by every student whose stand on any
question mieans anythiug. Varsity can only say
at present that the blame lies ah the door of in-
dividual students, and that by the student body
as a whole the uinfortunahe aflair is greatly re-
gretted. The inatter will be treated at greater
length editorially in our next issue,.

Iii our last issue mention was mnade of a dis-tinguished graduate of the University of 'Toron-
to, Dr. J. T. Sbotwell, as one of tlîe Edihors of"The Historians' I-listory of the World." Word
lias since been received fromn one of our graduates
at Columbia "University, that Dr. Sbotwelî
lias been appointed assistant Editor of the new
edition of the Encyclopaedia Britannica about ho
he issued. It is understood that even a mucii
mnore responsible and honorable position was of-
fered Dr. Sbotwell, but that lie declined to ac-
cept it. The appointmnent of one of our
graduates ho sucli a position is flot only one of
the greatest tributes to the individual b.fimself,but refleets most creditably on the University of
%vhich lie is an aluminus.


