SEPTEMBR 11th, 1896.]

Came ag an imperial visitor to note how far the Westerns
could aid in the fixing up of China. Whether that resusci
SZZIOH be within the sphere 9f pracbical. work remains to be
retn. All de'pends on the influence i can wield when he

urns, and if he can dominate the Old China party. He

Dever could expect that he would be accorded the augmenta-

10 on imported goods without being prepared to offer a quidl
Proguo,  That, must come directly from the State oftice at

Oek}n, and the Westerns interested can act either collectively
sir Singly.  There are two salient facts accepted ; the Rus-
ans and the English are the two peoples that have cap

ured the Envoy. Perhaps this may explain the rumour of -

a}:‘tieﬁtente cordiale of England and Russia to run China,
. of the le_zr,ter’.s willingness to be so guided.  Could it also
Eni‘l.l‘ﬂa’n‘f{ussm and China are so innocent—to secure
glish concerted action, the better to destroy the Anglo
Panese entonts ¢ England wants nothing from China, but
he(: : Yowing open of her ports, and the free navigation of
ecutelver?‘.to all th_e worlgi 5 treedqm to tm.de; and to ex-
terci public worksz if COfldlthIlS suit. 1{u§sxen can t.fmke no
a &Ol‘y from China without counting ymh b‘mt:mn and
thsj;l‘ x‘\s for Germany and France sending expedwifms to
idea i:'P East to oppose phese powers, and to help Russia, the
N Shil ;‘0'{ t_O b'e entertained. When Germagy cannot spare
N b to Jomin a blockade of Crete, she will not risk her
Wou}{dnavy in the Far East, and the French Pa,rlialpent
ow o never V.ote t_he sums for such an ndve:n_ture. Besides,
gin 'Ould thgu- ships arrive there with British vessels dog-
o e% ‘I}nd raking thenq fore anq aft. However, no .rezwonable
aminegr an entente with Russia ought to be declined unex-
with By: .bhe 18 not the only power that has broken faith
rtain—only Russia has done so most often.
be om ® new departure of Epgbmd, tu depend on hel'.se'lf, to
Stang Mpotently armed, to display a Cromwell disposition to
pul] W?t(}) Donsense from bh‘e foreigner, _whlle_ being ready to
i él‘entl hlm_ for mutua.l interest, while bemg perfec.b]y in-
tuity _‘50.}11:3 sensibilities and his humo'urs, is bearing its
armox‘n- f“.mln has at last pub.on something like the whole
jee!‘ed 1 o _“g}_lteousness.. She is no longez: mocked at and
forcing jl.:er views are SO]ICIbe.d and well weighed. As to any
etterg ot love between Russia and England, that had been
ussiaa-n Once.a‘bandor}ed.. Leave all that to t‘he French.
Comme 18 ilrchbprocecbmmsb; can she offer Britain a sound
algg fomla'l_tl‘eaty? That would be an e.xcellent exal}lple
Catoh tlil hina; to be up to-date in reforms is the best ball‘: to
tion g, € money she needs, and to promote the moderniza-
on hjq € aspires to, Were the Czar to run up to Lon.don
Eﬂglislway down' Channel, he would do more to convince
With hh‘men of his sincere desire for a.'good understanding
Parig el?, than any amount of side evu%euce. He goes to
Dolitica}i? tically, consequently England’s entente is not so
rane y portant, There is, then, somethl_ng in the
O'R}lsslan alliance after all, that keeps Nicholas IL
soWing in touch with the British as with the French.
ow, i.n the near East, as in the Far East, Russia has
ttep 0 gain by 4 straight talk with Lord Salisbury. 'I"he
§ Will nog separate his action in the Cretan question
lineg elOt'her' five powers ; all will move togebher‘, but on
twelfthﬁ’h Secured in advance, and oﬁ'erfng no loqp-no]es for
enq of h_Our retreatings. Abdul Hamid has arrived at the
dethmnels Power of resistance ; at any moment he way be
Qenge of as the Turks have no desu"e to accept the consela-
Comg 4 ot setting fire to Europe. Opllmon will gladly wel-
Tefory t tlement of the Cretan question, hut insist that the
O be conceded be guaranteed by the six powers, and
o Nt these becoming as heretofore, waste paper.
Day be [lnebhmg 18 going wrong with Germany. ‘Whutever
B ce et home troubles, the leading commercial men of
dispute B}lre down upon her like Philistines. They intend to
are i ) o commercial supremacy, and although the odds
Fl‘enc er favour so far, they will not prevent the struggle.
Gel‘man TS are sending delegates to reside in the centres of
ship a t"ldust.,.y and commerce, and make a self apprentice-
pmsperit,o the Ways and means on which the un.para.llel‘?d
E"ery oby of Germany has been built and is being bul‘t.
bee‘l Tog Server iy noting how quiet the Germans have ever
to intrugecmng their “boom ;” they wanted no Paul Prys
fa'hl‘icante' at day-dream is now over. There are Fren‘ch
of ; Par ?Vﬁfp‘:"'ed to turn out goods of quality and’ price
the (_’fbl‘man products. Much of the predominance
°nin the foreign market is due to the Consuls

Preyg
<

THE WEEK

999

and Vice-Consuls of Germany ; they are experienced, hard-
working men, who do not conclude they have been sent
abroad for ornamental purposes, but to work, and to work
hard, for their manufacturers and shippers. Technical home
education, the rehearsing of the roles of commercial travel-
lers by the young, are excellent preparations, but not
worth much, if, when arriving, the bag-man does not find
in his Consul a guide, philosopher and friend, instead of a
stuck-up, self-appointed sort of ambassador. The French
demand the reform of their consular system from cellar to
garret ; it is only a refuge for played out politicians and
used-up publicists. The right men will now be put in the
right place. And England, is she perfect in this respect ?

The French have never disguised their sympathies for
the Boers, and which may be well comprehended, after the
example of the amicable relations the Kaiser proved he
entertained for his worthy grandmother. But they are
puzzled as to the aim of the Boers in laying in such supplies
of arms and munitions when England displays no intention
to raid them or allow them to be raided. It is whispered
that during the inquiry next spring mto the Chartered Com-
pany, President Kruger may be astonished at revelalions
connecting his entourage with Germany’s best wishes for the
success and prosperity of England in South Africa. After
the classical pluck of Cecil Rhodes to go unarmed and next
to alone into the Matabele rebel den and secure the submis-
sion of the chiefs, Oom Paul, after his daily chapter of the
Bible and a fresh pipe, ought to demand that he be allowed
to sign the petition of the 5,000 for the restoration of
Rhodes to the managing directorship of the Chartered
Company. That would necessitate the surprises in Jame-
son’s forthcoming book to be also sponged out.

If 1taly publishes the proofs she is said to possess, and
of which the British Government is in possession of copies,
of the secret alliance between Menelick and the Dervishes,
His Majesty’s independence will bLe of short duration.
England has only to send a small expedition to invade
Abyssinia on the south, and his thrill of glory is over. But
till Sirdar Kitchener secures Dongola and increases his
flotilla and army stores along the Nile, preparatory to stavt-
ing the Khalifa from his capital, the Italians had better
remain quiet at Kassala. The civilization of Africa, like
that of China, cannot be rushed. But England can take in
hand both simultaneously. She likes work.

A “boon and a blessing” in the eyes of many is the
* bar railway carriage” attached to the suburban trains.
On returning from * the city,” the merchant, trader, or
clerk can employ the thirty or sixty minuates’ run from Paris
to his extra-rural residence drinking and smoking in order to
get up an appetite. Even that is better than the present
plan of friends securing a compartment in which to play
cards. In the “bar waggon ” will be materials for writing,
so that the busy man can still return to the desk, write a
few notes, deposit them in the letter-box in the van, which
will be later transported to the post-oftice. The innovation
is only the prelude to the introduction of the corridor cars,
to replace the old rolling stock.

The gunning season is in full swing ; the game is good,
only the poachers have creamed all the preserves as usual.
Happily no accidents are recorded ; not even a dog has been
shot in mistake, nor a John Gilpin recorded to have con-
tracted rheumatism from his first night out in the fields and
the evening dews. Alcoholism is reported to be making
terrible progress in France, but this fact is to note how
rarely a French gunner is supplied with a flask of the
mountain dew, or a little Scotch to keep away Scotch
mists. Frenchmen set out with a good stomach full of
excellent soup and meat ; they have a substantial dejeuner
at some inn at noon, and at three o’clock recommence set-
ting and blazing.  Anything on four legs or with two wings
is endangered. However, there is no shooting worth the

_name, unless over a preserved property, which gives a gun-

ner the right of shooting so many times a week—but few

bags are ever filled, save what game is sent from the Paris

markets to soothe amour propre—if desired. Z,
Paris, August 26th, 1896.
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The Queen signs on an average three photographs a day,

and often a much larger number, for presentation to her
friends at home and abroad.



