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trade, is usxtally fuliy and xveil occupied 1 y the procesi of
being broken into tîte way s of the country, and iii iearning
and makiîîg known to otiters thieir oxvn ca}iabilities. Ilitlier'
to, inety pet cctt. htave contie out, as w e hîave sait1 , witil thte
fixed intcntioît of farining. i ndéer i luse circti istaittes, it
is equallv foolisIh and itieffectuai to attenîpt to frowît dowvn
the farni pupil systein, until we cati suppiy an adet1uatî' sub)
stitute.

It is truc that the conibinatioti of ntoney witlt ignor-
ance of the world constitutes a prey whvli attracts tire ever-
watclîful shark, but that the system is capable of good bas
been shown by soute excellent and bonest work botlî in On-
tario and tite UJnited States. Ail, lîowever, are agreed titat
the timie lias coîne to take active stepti to prevent a reuetition
of tire frauds attd abuses wlticlt bave existe(l iii tîe past.

Before prescribing the rernedy, it is necessary to inake
a careful diagnosis of tite case, and we niay, witlî profit, ex-
amni utirte weak points of the faim pupil system as it stands.

Tire services of ail agent are nnly souglît once in a life-
time. As a conisequence discrimination ton often cornes onîy
after actual experieîtce, and is rendered the more difficuît
by the activity of disltonest agents and by the fact that
boîtest tîen are somnetitues tlîoughtlessly rnaligned by wortb-
lesti pupils.

The agent nmust not only be bonest, but discreet.
Sufficient care lias tint always been taken iii the selectint of
the farniers with wlîoîn pupils have heen placed. Many
youttg on, brnuglit up as gentlemen, have been sent to a
clasti of farmers, whn are ignorant and incapable of under-
standing, tire feelings of a gentlemtan. Again, the contracts
made by the pupils are niost injudicious. They not
oniy bind tîteinselves to live with a tian, whomn tlîey
have neyer seen atît know nntlîing about, for a wiîole
year, but they pay tiîeir prentiuui, often an exorbitant one,
in advance, whlîi tnt infrequently is forfeited before tire
twelve months are ended. Twn or tbt'ee months are
generally sufficient to etiabie a bright ynung fellow to
finti bis feet and to earit lus own living, and it often happens
that, by tire end of that tiîne, tire pupil finds that hie is cap-
able of earning wages or tîtat lie bias nîistakeîî bis vocation.

Tite prevention nf abuses iii tire pupil 4ysteiti, it
thus appears, cari only be secured byteiterposition, be-
tweerî tire farîners anti the pupils, of a body of unquestion-
able itoîtesty, aîtd of sutiicieiit stanîding, te, at onîce coin-
nîand and retain the contfidence of tbe public.

We wouid suggest, as tire only possible remiedy, the
formiation of a parents as.societion in Great Britain, with a
strong influential directorate. The agents eînployed by titis
association should be paid a saiary out of the fees received
from tbe pupils, and make an atînual report to tbe bead
office in London ; wbile by having the contracts care-
fully drawn between the association aîîd tire farîtters,
providiitg for payîîîent to the farîners; tlîrougb tire association
by tire înonth, instead of iii advance, the pupil would have a
reasonable assurance of receiving fair treatmient and
a valuahie coîtsideratioît for bis nîoney.

Ait attentpt to provitie a substitute foi' tite fattît pupil
systeni is now hein, tîtade iii tire Western States. We have
before us tite prospectus of a coînpaîîy to engage in hiorticul-
ture and at nuibet' of industries sulîsidiary to horticulture.
The company owvîs a resideittiai club bouse in wlîich the younig

nr wili i)e gatlered togetîtet, and a practicai instructoî' is
prnvided for tire youngeri' members, the puicliaser of a cer-
tainî nuntber of sîtares being entitled to receive a deed tif an
orchard of ten acres. Tite eKperinient is itovel and it wili be
interesting to sec how it wiil succeed. Sucb a plan could
ot be worked upoît Canadian farms under the present system
of farming, Lut it tîtiglît be possible in connection with hmoiti-
culture or market gardcning.

The proper conduct of the farni pupil systeni inutit, as
we have said, lie with tite Britishi public, but oui' Goverîtînent
ean do mucli ii tire nîcantittie, not ILy attempting to frown
down a systein, wlticli, at present, is the only means of provîd-
ing for a ivide spread ivant, but by pointing out the danîgers
to be avoided, by xvarniîîg parents to eînploy no agents who
cannot produce satisfactory testinînnials froto their pupils,
and by tire active prnsecutit)n of aIl swindlet's.

To arrive at a truc solution of the difficulty, we miust
go to the root of the matter. If the sonrs of Englishi gentle-
men are to make succestiful colonial citizens, tlîey omust Le
btouglit up in hartnony witli colontial life atîd colonial insti-
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tution',. At ieast sex enty-five per cent. of the bux '., that
take up farniing on first art ix ai, are to lie found aftér twO or'
tîtice years in ail sorts of otiier occupations all ove'U tiie coln
trY andi thus tire niost inmportant years iii a boy's life arc
abs'oiutelv tlîrowNvlaN'ay, a înost ',cîîous consideration iii thies"e
tiines, of .increasing conîpetition. .Many a good and u-seful
caicer is spoiit by titis break in tire cornection lietwxeen tire
petiotI of education and tire settling dow n to w ork, and bY
the sudden plunge froin the cate of parental supervision t(>
unrestrained freedomi in colonial life. 41t M eti g
boy's habits and ideas beconie fixed, aîxd before hie cari suc-
ceed, at any rate in business-iife in a strange country, these
must be changed and remnouided to be iii touch withi the iife
arounti him. Tt is miost desirable, therefore, that a boy
shouid receive at any rate some part of bis education in the
country iii which lie is destined to inake bis living. There
are severai schools iii Canada of well earried and established
reputation at which an Englisit boy couid profitably finii
bis education. Aniong these we mnay mention the schools at
Port Hope and Lennoxville and the Kingston Military Col-
lege :of titese tbree, perbaps, the nîost suitable for, oui, pur-
poses is the College at Kingston. Although ostensibiy an iristi-
tution for mnilitary education only, by the report of the Coi-
mandant, dated June, 1893, we see that its graduates are to be
founid in tire church,law,medicine,ag-riculture,civil engineering,
conmnerce, railxvay management, iii tire different departilielîts
of the civil service, North-West Mounted Police, Canadiail
permane* militia and lier Mlajesty's regular for-ces :tO
these we may add railway and canal construction, rilini1ll,
and the United States hydrographic survey. Here, thei, s 5
a school, xvhich xviii at once commend itseif to tire British
parent, and the înilitary discipline would be mnost dlesirabie
for inany of tire young mlen whose cause we are pleadingl.C

We submnit that, instead of paying preiniuîns as fa""'
pupils, mioney would be far more wisely expended in tuitiOti
fees at a Canadian school. The boy will be under safe aîî
wise supervision, miake friends who will be useful to Itiffi1
after life, anti, together xvitlî his education, without lots8 Of
any tiie, gain a knowledge of tire country, and find out for
wbat occupation lie is best siuited.

Tt is unifortunate that, Lx' tire ternis of the Aet of Par-
liaient, regulating the conduct of tire King,,,stoin College,
as ainended by a recent Order in Couricil, catletslîîPS
are liniited to, British subjects between the age of fif-
teen and ineteenl, whose parents, or thieinselves, have
resided iii Caniada for three years preccdinig candidature.
Tire reason of thii,,, nio doubt, is that the College is ilaiflY
sup1 iorted by Canadiani taxpayers ; but, froîn the Canradiait
taxpayers' point of view, xve cari see no possible reasoni IvhlY
the cadetships should not he tbrown open to British SubJects,
irrespective of any limitation of residence in Canada,' provided
that the fees are fixed at tire cost of miaintenance, and
there is anr understanding that tire pupil shail reiai1 if
Canada. We sincerely hiope that the niatter xvill be br.ought
liefore the notice of our Governmnent, and that the regulatiotî's
mnay be amended in this respect.

Apart from ail question of huntlanity the sui)' ect bas a
national importance which is niot generally appreciated. Tire
present condition of things is a retiection on our national il-
telligence. Moreover, these young inen are, înost of theifi, wl
cornnected ; tlïey have, many of titein, a large cirele of a'-
quairitances aînong an influential clatis in Great Iiritaiît,
wbose good xvili atîd good opinion it is îîîost desirable that we

should retaiti, for it is to Great Britain that we look hotul for
oui capital and tie bulk of our colonists. Tire statemnetîts Of

thre young colinist are ofteýn accepted in ait offlhaid îttatlîîer
without que.stioni, and if le should not Le succtýý3ýsfUl bis

failure is soînetirnes unfairly attriliuted to tire couitry,
Titis bias been fully appreciated both by tire officiaIs of tue'
C.P.11. andtire experienced mnanagers of Land CI"t"
panies iii tire United States, none of whom express th ettiseîves
as particularly interested iii encouraging immigration If thii
class, for a bad settîci' is far xvorse than rio settier at all, At
the sanie time, ail admit that the gentleman coloniSt, \ViO 1

a succesi, is the very l)est. Tire Z matteir, indeed, ntio """y
tics Canada, but it is of the greatest importance to rt
Uritain, wvbere every year the numnber of those, Wl are
forced to leave their native shores to make a living, is ilncreas-
ing. It is te, be hoped that an intelligent discussion the
subject inay lead to s.onte permanent and satisfactory s0luIt
of titis difficult, question. ERNESTr HEA''N


