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stress of modern ideas. The Act of Elizabeth must there-
fore bc read with ail the later jurisprudence under which
the widest reiigious liberty bas been established. The
residue is stili the law of the Empire, and it is that the
Q ueen is supreme in hcer courts, and that frorn al ber
courts there lies an appeal to bier in Council, and that she
in her courts defines the limits of ber jurisdiction. It je
only justice to the Roman Churcb in Quebec to add that it
neyer disputed that. The tithes and dues of the Ohurch
are collected to tbis very day under the autbority of Sec-
tion 5 of tbe Quebec Act above cited, which at tbe saine
time guards the civil rights of the Protestant minority.

The danger to the Protestant minority bas not, in this
instance, corne from the Roinan bishops. It bas corne,
and le stili coring, fromn laymen in the Dominion Parlia-
ment who propound the theory that Acte of the Empire
specially referring to Canada, and presumably the lst
Eliz. and the Quebec Act of 1774, grow effete, and may
be repealed, explicitly and even implicitly, by our legisia-
tors. This antounits virtually to a declaration of inde-
pendence, and is fulil of danger to the English minority.
It leaves thein without ultimnate support in any direction,
for, by the influence of State Rights' theories, the veto
of tbui Dominion Parlianient bas been seriously impaired.
Acts of Parliament wbicb are in daily use do niot grow
effete, even were tbey to date fromu Edward 1. Nor can
a strean ever ise highem than its source. This ie the very
foundation, not only of our constitution, but, necessarily
and logically, of every conceîvable constitution. Theme is
no nee(l to quote Todd, or any other authority for that,
because the decisions of our judges will suffice, and they
are in the Reports. Tbo United Empire Loyaliets laid
down their lives and fortunes for thie principle; their
descendants are forgetting it. It always was the law ; but
in 1865, corne questions having aien it was rc-stated by
the Imperial Parliament a8 foliows -- ' Any colonial law
whichi is, or sliallbe, in any respect epugnant to the
provisions of any Act of Parliamient extending to the
Colony to which such law may relate ; or repugnant to
any Order or Regulation muade under the authority of
such Act of Parliaituent, or having in the ('olony the force
or elkect of such Act, shall be read subject to such Act,
Ordcr or Regulation, and shall, to the extent of sucb e-
puinunncy, but not otberwise, bc and remnain absolutely
nuli and void."---L8 '>9 Vic_, Cap. 63.

i n yeams gone by the laws of the Empire have been
the shelter cf the Fencb Roman Catholice of this Pro-
vince ; in yeams to corne they mnay bu the shelter of the
Protestants. The mueai danger to the minority in Quebec
ie in the drif t towards disintegmation which, in spire of
parliamnentary reslutions cf loyalty, is insidiously eweep-
ing the country away from its old political ]andmamks into
ullkciîown suas. At Quebe recent legislation has intro-
duced the principle that moral considerations, to wit, the
conscience of the majoity, or, in other words, the will of
the najority, xnay over-ride admittedly legal settiements.
Vemy dan.gemous doctrine, thie, for general application
thougbonit the Roman wold 1 More dangemous probably
to tbe Chumch cf iRome than to any other ; the more so
because, in this case, the services of those wbio, upon
Roman principles, are in this Province the authiorized
guidles of the conscience have heen rejected. There ie
neiLher royal tior papal supmcnacy in tbat. t is thq
suprernacy of a parliamentary înajority. The Churcb of
Rome has -ufrered more than che bas ever beneited by
tie conscience cf parliamnentary maJomities.

These are corne cf the considerations which lead the
English ninority ini Qucbec to be tranquil as to their
f uture. Outsiders seek te appal us by inisting upon the
unchanging spirit of Rome. Tliere is nothing unchanging ;
nor me it possible for Rome te reist theie arch of the
centuries,.l'le Middle Agus bave pasied away nover to
retumn, nor eau tho most passionate entreaties recaliltbem.
Ilistory does not move in circles, but ini spirale, and,
tbough it mnay sem te return upon its traces, it always
advances. S. E. DAWSON.

Monfrpal, February 14.1h, 1890.

BANK OdIA RTERS.

IJDGJNG by the utterancos cf Ministers cf the Crown,J nenbers of Parliament and the press, for the past
few yearfi, the enewal cf the bank cbarters ie net likely te
bc attended with anlytbing in the narure cf drastic changes.

The tendency is, wben a bank faiue, to deinand of the
Government conte legilation that will put wice heads on
fools' shouldurs, or that will give ripe expeience and
trained capacity for incompetence and rach ambition.

Public sentiment s iia ule is ratber hostile te banks.
TIhey are, cf course, soullese corporations, the multitude of
uueucesful applicants for accommodation neyer forget the
heartlessnessg of tbe managers wiîo turn a deaf ear to the
extmaordinamy nes of their enterprise or the abundance
cf thecir proffemed securities. Whnt doee a bank exist for
if not te Joan money te those who need it, aud why should
it be Ho easy for corne designing scoundrel te get away
with thousancîs, when the few hundrede desimed for a ehort
time 1)y the honest hard-working but bard-up citizen are
denied him, somietim-es not very pleasantly ?1

Have banks net paid pretty large dividende in past
years and built Up substautial reserve funds, ail wrung eut
of the sforesaid nuedy borrowems in heavy interest charges?1
Shou)d they not therefore he shorn cf corne cf their
privileges as occasion offers, and br- taught to be more
aceommodting aud lese irdependeut cf a suflering public'?

The value cf hanks as handmnaids cf commerce je net
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Ontario at lesst wbere a brandi cf a strong institution je
net earnestly coveted.

In the safe keeping cf the savings and surplus cash cf
tbe people and the (remunerative) ecouoraic investment of
tbem sund bis own capital, the banker causes commodities
to be quiekly turned te useful pumpose. which gives a
stimulus te the production of more.

A vast Icununy ini the use of money has been secured
by the development of bauking. Tbe large amount cf
money transactions effected witbout the intervention cf
coin or bank notes in a. country like this is inconceivable
te those not engaged in business pursuits. Banks have
powerfully coîtributed to extin guish burglary and higb-
way obbery, and have lent to business exchanges an
amount cf cecurity and couvenience (uite remarkable.
They aire te bc regamded themefore from a higber elevatioD
titan that cf the unreasoning resentmeut cf an impecunieus
critic.

If we have ighitly interpreted public opinion it is
centred lamgely upon the necessity for the circulation of
the banks being made coment at par tbroughout the
Dominion, that the notes cf the French and the Lower
Province banke tony pass frorn baud to hand witbout
discount alike ini Ontario and British Columbia, and se
witb the notes of ail the other banks.

Tbis would involve that the legal tenders issued by the
Govemument be dealt with iii like niauner and the extra-
crdinary provision abolislhed wbicb gives the Govemu-
muent authomities in Montreal the power te refuse a deposit
cf tbi-ir own notes at par, because they are starnped as
redeinabluo nly in Toronto.

Tbe other point thiat the public sbould bu protected
frein even teinporary toms upon the bills cf a failed bank,
is also a easonable equiei-enet, sud front the reports cf
the confereuce between the bankers and the Govemument it
appuas a scheme has been aranged that will satiefactomily
setule both these points.

It wiil be a relief te the thoughtful etudunt cf politicai
econoîny te know that the Govemument is net in sympatby
witb the aivecates of tlîe " Rsg Baby ; and if tbey can-
net sc their way to suri-ender the circulation privilege
thîey bave appropriated in the shape cof a forced loan front
the people, they do net intend extending s0 unwiee and
unwarautable an invasion cf the purely banking aena.

'lho clamour cf n certain journal, wbose dlaims te
authiomity on financial matters are little recognised, for the
appointmtont of Governmient bank inspecters, bas found
littie support even front those wbo bave supemficially
exaniîîued the sub ject, and noue at aIl from thosu wbo bave
uxhaustively pondemed its probable effect. That tbe
paternal functions cf a Govenment should be very spar-
in gly exemcised none will deny, aîîd unles it weme
tbe intenition to give, by ueans of a Government super-
vision of the operatioiîe cf aIl the banks, abselute indemnity
freon bec, alike to their creditors and ebaeholders it would
be folly to attemnpt it at aIl.

The systini of bariking ini Canada fombides the possibility
cf n complete anîd thorough inspection cf its current trans-
actions by any oflicials outeide thoce cf its own staff ; sud
even if it were possible toe employ Govemument officers
competunt te express an intelligent opinion as te the value
cf the a4sets of such an institution as the Bank cf Mont-
real, withi its thimty or forty branches in Canada, the
United Statesud Britain, wbo would undertake te rocon-
cibe tie lifferences cf opinion that might arise between
thein and the traiued bank officiale I The most cerrupt
rottenness could be conceaied front sncb a Goverrument
inspection, and notbirng- but mischief could resuit fmom a
disagmeeutent between th(- two sets of inspuctore as te the
value cf certain assetq, ince an appual te the sharebolders
îigbt recuit iin publicity fatal to the debtors aud their
credit. But, it ie rvasoned, Goverument inspection cf suci
stmong and cid established concerne as the Bank cf Mont-
mualIsj not neces4ary. [t is oîîly thu weakem snd newem,
banks front wlich danger mnay bu expected; sud the pub-
lic ought te know exactly wbat the cendition cf sncb
institutions ie, ini the opinion cf an indepeudent inspecter.
Sucb a partial application et so important a law would bu
impacticable, and it bas only te bu stated te have it
condemued.

t is not contended that the Goverument right net
witb advantage enîploy the services cf a gentloman cf the
capacity and experience cf the iste Mm. Sinithers, who
might bu trusted te exaîmine sud unake an indepundent
report upon the condition cf a bank whose published state-
nment or reputed managenient gave evidence of imminent
failume. But the utnîost tîtat could bu expected fom sncb
a proceuditig would bu the hasteuing of the downfall cf the
npected bank. Even the curtiicate cf perfect sounduess

of soe niuetit an official would only bu eceived with quali-
fied confidence, sud anything, short of this, aîîd any doubt
ase te the iîîfallibility cf tîhe official himself, or the perfect
impartiality cf lus report, would bu swift destruction te the
doomed institution.

As well Lîîght Govemnumeut inspectors undertake te
secure the pospeity cf aIl the other finaucial sud com-
mercial corporations cf the country, which muet depend
for success abcolutely upon conditiens wholly removed
f rom either geverumental or legisîstive supervision.

The question cf eserves cf a minimum fixed propor-
tion may fomm the subject of another article. X. Y. Z.

A TELEPHONE has been estsblisbed between Yokohama
sud Striznoka, a distance of 100 miles, in Japan, by erder
cf the Mikado. It je the fimt in the country and works
fi nuly.-Elect>ical l6view.

MONTRLiAL LATER.

MR. ERASTUS WIMAN has had the courage te corne
jute the vemy citadel of protective policies in Canada,.

sud bas askud us te look ourselvus in the face. To bu
candid, we have buen airusdy taking a clandestine peup at
oureelvus, sud bave been making more or les doleful cou-
fessions of our disappintment withî ourselves ini our uwu
opinion, bowevum much we may bave hoped that others
k'nuw it net. To be requested te corne together te discover
the cause je eoothing, eepecially if we may assure ourseives
that we are not to blame. Therefore Mm. Wimn's lecture
on the pocibilities for Montreal and tbe Province cf
Q uebec under more advantageous commercial muations
witb the United State attracted s crammed audience in
the Quens Hall. To the good people cf Toronto Mm.
Wiman's attitude was ecuntly explia md, sud neede ne
further opposition from us. But they may bu pleased te
know that in the rival city of the East we also bave bad
an epportunity of listening te hie soul-stirring womds.
Still in the very prime of life; a Canadian by bitb ; com-
îng from the very beart of the commercial life cf the
greatet commercial people in the wold, Mr. Wiman
brougbt with bim hie own credeutials. Pembape btter
than any living man bu kucws the two countries of wbich
bu spoke. Tbeim peculiar differences and similarities,
their common resources and individual policies are to him
like the calendar on bis desk. And the reception we gave
him in Montreai was due ueither to any echeme he
advanced nom te auy bu deuouncud. Woe imply fuît we
were in the presence of a man who kuows us as ne other
Canadien knows, sud who speaks as no Canadian bas ever
thought himseuf to bave the courage te cpt-ak. 0f geutle-
manly bearing, gracuful motion, concise language, logîcal
reasoning, bold sud unflinching aim, sweeping in bis
pictumes cf what we ought to bu sud te do, sud geutle in
hie remindeme cf our failures in both, bu kept bis bearers
bound for two heurs. May it bu the beginning of public
spirit arnong us. May it bu the tocsin seunding along tbe
shorus cf our ivers sud lakes, tbmough every streut sud
village lane, calling our young mnen to don their mauhood,
to go forth te bat tIc againet patiotic iuîdifference, political
boodwinking, sud the eucroacbments of ovembearng sufish-
nes. t is net the love cf inoney whicb in Canada wu
moumu, but the lust to precure it witbout uarning it. We
are teaching ouselves to duceive ourselvus. Wu have
lest our faith in the truc diguity cf labour. XVe boast ef eum
lack ef faitb in oumsecves. We are not making oursulves
s msnufacturiug people, s self-reliant, self-progressive
nation. Wu are content te bave others do for us, te corn-
pul otbers to do for us wbat our fathurs would havu
sccrned te eue donc fer tbem. In ail carnstuese it may
bu askud if our 1'protective " untbusiasm bas holped us te,
produce oeesingle genuine manufacturer-eue minuwbo
bv theoretical and practical kuovledge_ of bis work, by
chiemical analvsis cf his raw materialq, by constant
assiduity te býis machincry sud procesee, can lay the
fainteet daim te the title. Welb msay Mr. Wimau reruind
us that, if with uulimited free watem power, au industricus,
economical sud coutented Frenchi peaianctry as operatives,
sud supplies cf raw material in wood, iron, copper, coal,
waiting for the attack, wu canuot manufacture, we bad
btter take te somu other trade. The peculiar element
necessamy can nct bu supplied by tweuty-five pur cent-
uer by cent pur cent.

Dr. Mattbew Hutchison read, befcrc the Protestant
Ministemial Association, a paper on the " Marriage Laws cf
cur Province," which brought out sonie strikiug factH. [t
appears that it is the Chumcb sud 'lot the State with us
that is supreme. No civil power eaun rary cither twe
Catholice, a Cathclic sud a Protestant, or evun two
Protestants (beretics). The civil power can deal witb the
civil effects cf marriage, but net with the kuot itseuf, nom
dan it aunul a union which tie Cburch bas consummnated.
A civil marriagu is a farce, sud a divorce grauted bv civil
law is a crime te bu puuisbed with etemnal damnation.
Our judges bave always decided that a mariage celebrated
by a Protestant clergyman by virtue of a license je wroug-
fully contracted, that the licence is of no value wbatever,
sud that in any difflculty the Supurior Court can have te
do only with the civil uffecte of the union, leaving the
Churcb to bu supreme adviser in the met.

Hitherte it bas buen the custom in McGilI University
fer eacb faculty te arrange sud enjoy its ewu undemgmadirt
ste festivities. These have usualby takun the fomîn of an
annual dinuer, with more or es éclat simd more or les
satisfaction, but witb moting of a uuity of nim sud spirit
whicb migbt build up a grand feeling cf cobesion. The
preseut wintem, bcwever, bas seen a departure froin old
wayc, sud eue wbich muet secure the cympathy sud
înterect cf every university. On tire eveîling of thme h4tb
instant oeeof the ineet gatheringe whicb Montreal has
ever witueesed st dowu te a banquet in th'- large diniug-
hall cf the Windsor Hotel. Chancellor, govumuors, Princi-
pal, professors in arts, medicine, law, scienîce, gueste froua
sister sud affiliated colleges, graduates, undergraduates sud
a large number of ladies-fommed into s stateiy procession,
aud, to the trains cf music, took their appointed seats at
the festive board. Speech sud scng folîowed each other
in the heurs allotted te the celebrstion, sud even when
midnight arrived the literary audience was not wesnied cf
ccunting sud re-ceunting their successes in the past aud
their hopes for the future.

Alas ! that we are but funite ! The sistur University
cf Toronto, whicb was toasted sud chuered to the echo,
sud wbose esteemed principal was expected tc bave been
present, was at the vemy moment in the thmoes cf bee

[I~EMmu&av 2lst, 1&mO,


