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beauty,

there Americans, and no longer Englishmen, set its tone. They

Are we now to find Mr. James representing the lady’s mental embarrass-

:1:::: ot as implying a reproach, but a recognition by one high natur('ﬂ of

tion Oufl‘:hmore exalted—England’s proudest tribute to the superior distinec-
e new culture from over sea {”

Parit“ story of the life of Mr. Judah Philip Benjamin, Q.C., who died in
recently, reads like a romance. Born in the West Indian Island of
au:ilt: Crug, in. 1811, he received his early education in North Oarplina,
owpleted it, as far asa university curriculum was concerned, at Yale,
03:& Haven, Connecticut. By-and-by, young Benjamin removed to N.ew
. aftns’ and entered as officc-boy the employment of a law firm, of which
ab] erwm'.ds became the most distinguished ornament, till, having honour-
'),’ won his spurs in public speaking, he was sent up to the Senate of the
ri::;:d St.é,tes at Washington by Louisiana, at a time when Congress was
u:hj With ths eloquence of Webster and his gifted cont.cmporames.
TVica the four.year-s of the American civil war, Mr. Ber?jamln rendered
R cles of the highest order to the Confederate cause at Richmond, and .at
romots}? of the struggle escaped in company with Mr. Jeﬁ'er:_son Dayvis.
oat € coast of Florida he made for the Bahama Islands in an open
to stl)l:imd at length reached the shores of England in 1865. He reso}ved
o y'f.or the English bar. He was fifty-tive years of age when he gained
ehisgs“tloﬂ of a junior barrister, but from that hour he never looked
a5 + From the lowest, he rose to the highest, step of the ladder. He
. detail m:n of enorn}ous industry, and made it his busi‘ness to master every
time &;) the mo§t intricate brief that was put into l.ns hand. ”H.e found
book w}?? to _erte as well as plead, and “Benjam.m on Sales” s a law
Profeg,: ich wilt rétain a permanent place in the literature of the legal
Was W.i:,(l):'l, a{ld which probably very few know was the work of a man who
10 five years of sixty when he first put on his wig and gown.
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N Viﬁvlj tinterestir}g.'fzxperilnent is just now being made in New York with
city, AO ]the utlhzat{on of the street sweepings and house refuse of t;hut
Rivey ol arge machine has been erected by a stock company at the East
itg e arf of the street cleaning department, which sifts and red.uces to
i eflts all refuse of whatever description which is brought to it. . By
. 8enious arrangement all scraps of paper, raghgoal, cinder, glass, iron,
e’co:fome S_epamted. These are afterwards sold, with the except.ion of
Satimgg, a«tnd cinder, which are used for firing the engine. :I‘he projectors
Poung, fhat every load of 1,800 pounds of refuse ‘c?lltaxns abm:lt 400
purp()seso 0?3«1 and‘ cinder, which is more than suflicient for t%xelr own
intgy the' The residuum refuse is cremated and the ashes are chschursed
Bcceg, Sea. 8o far, it is said, the experiment has prow.ad an en.tlre
EVer’ m.ld the promoters announce their intention of havm.g machines
lepg, ‘Z_:}llty W}farf to utilise all the refuse of the street clea.mng'dep.urt-
Pl‘Ove’ wl , Profit to themselves and the city. Should these a'ntlclpatmns
perPIeXeZ founded, a solution will be offered of a problem which lTas long
p"GVails . New York., The system of the disposal' of reflfse which .now
¥ay out és mOS.t unsatisfactory, the whole of it being carried some l.lttle
it war 0_ sea 11% scows and then discharged. Year after yeat: the pilots
Ning cries respecting the enormous injury which is being done to
aa:bo‘ul"s mouth by the accumulation of ashes and street dirt there,
adical change of method has long been sought.
eTH: fr inCe.SS' Alice’s book is already well known to all who read Gern?an.
ex gllflh edition has a preface by Princess Christian. Her Royal ngl?-
ful , P 208 that her object has been to present a clear idea of the beauti-
to il;l:selﬁSh. life of her sister—not to give a complete picture of i.t,
thoge ot Strate lt.by her letters to her mother, the Queen, and to expla.ln
tiay inljrs b:Y brief records of fact. The English public, Princess Ch::xs-
nglanz’ \}:111 see with satisfaction how devoted was the Prinf:ess Alice
Coung, Wh’ oW she ever turned to it with reverence and affection as the
mankin d i;e Inost was being done for liberty and the advancement of
) laid u. o €r request to her husband was that the English flag should
h°pe thaf nnlfl er C?ﬂin, and in uttering that desire she expressed the modeét
interestis °dy in England WOL.lld take. umbrage at her wish. The.arfj, is
) spiritua,lgc 0'0'1101u310n, tll?ugh 1,t contains nothing very new, descl:xbmg
oy childhood Tisis of the Princess’s life—how she passed from the faith of
Vf’oxnanhOo y through doubt back again to the faith which the fulness of
hVes that evernows' The ‘_’Olume is a fitting record of one of the sweetest
Was passed in a palace. :
WrIiGHT says in a letter to the Zimes: Tt may interest
hear that by the latest advice from the Cape another
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« paragon of nature ” has been discovered at the Kimberly Mines, South

&Ve risen out of the one-race theory as out of a waning solar system. ¥ Africa.  On the 27th of March last a digger was fortunate enough to find
g

a diamond measuring 1$in. in length and 1}in. in diameter, weighing no
less than 302 carats. This is by far the largest gem yet discovered in
South Africa, or, in fact, elsewhere, if we except the “ Pitt” and « Mattam”
(of a flask shape) in their uncut state, and some diamonds of apocryphal
history. It is a pérfect octahedron in shape, and of the usual * Cape ” or
“off " colour. Some years ago its value would have been simply enormous.
At the present, however, it is reported £3,000 has been refused for it in

its uncut state. .

THE PROGRESS OF THE NATIONAL IDEA.

Ix the debates on Confederation there was considerable said about nation-
ality, but, after that measurc was accomplished, little was heard of it for
years, The men who accomplished Confederation had no feeling on the
matter ; they were simply and purely colonists acting on stimulus supplied
from the Colonial Secretary's office in London. They would have accom-
plished annexation just as readily, if that would have left them their
offices. But what would thirty seats then, or about forty now, in the
American Congress——as that would be about our proportion—be to the
swarms of politicians which infest Canada? Hence they supported Con-
federation. There may have been numbers among the rank and file imbued
with British patriotism, and a love for British institutions; but power,
place, perquisites, and the British Colonial Office were the main incentives
to the measure.

The men who carried Confederation are the men in power still, and the
same means which were used to effect it are used chiefly to sustain it.
This must not be wondered at ; it is the invariakle process in the forma-
tion of States. In a country like England, imbued with the monarchical
idea and attachmment to the person of the Sovercign, what was there to
hold it together on the extinction of their legitimate line of kings, the
Stuarts?  Simply plunder. How was Ireland obtained and held? By
national dishonour and plunder. What was the American Continental
Congress after the close of the Revolutionary War but a body of public
robbers?  This is all extremely modern. There is no necessity to go back
to Hugh Capet and the question of the reproved swash-buckler, “ Who
made thee King?” ‘

Shall we Canadians then hang our heads and blush because the same
things take place in the formation of our country? Nonsense. We can
stand up proudly and ask the world to show us a like condition of society
on the dissolution of an old system, Where are the Cullodons, the Irish
rebellions, or the Penunsylvania riots in our country—not to speak of
Semptembrists, or anything like them

The old British patriotic spirit that made such men as the late Chief
Justice Spragge and the living Goldwin Smith is dead—granted. There
is nothing to take its place. This is where the grand mistake is made. In
the old days, when Canada was split up into insignificant fragments with a
sparse population, there was no other issue but British or American con._
nexion. Since then there has been a new generation growing up who
know little and care less about either England or the United States as
nations. We know their people too well. The majority of English
humanity are on a lower plane than the people of Canada; while the
Americans are away beyond us in commercial prosperity. We know that
long before the infancy of the nation has passed, Corruption clajms them
for its own.  Of the 500,000 Canadians in the United States not one-fifth
of them have become naturalized there. Why? They love Canada. All
this is quietly igngred by the old politicians, There is no such a feeling as
patriotism, according to them. You might as well talk to a Hottentot
about the qualities of ice. That great man, David Mills, an old represen-
tative party man, will talk for four or five hours on obsolete American and
Canadian politics, and never give the faintest indication of the change.
‘What have we to do with this old element? How are we responsible for
their doings or acts? Like dogs, they never could exist without a master ;
and whether it was an English lord or a Yankeé demagogue, it would satisfy
one or the other of them.,

But where is this Canadian patriotism ! In the people ; but there is
nothing to make it manifest. Is there not abundance to keep it quiescent ?
Since Confederation, our trade has doubled ; our Savings Bank deposits
have increased fourfold ; our railways span the continent; our shipping
covers the seas; and we manufacture nearly all our own goods. All
merely material.  You build a grand house and live in the kitchen. Not
g0 ; it is only our old people who live there. Have we.not increased in
spirit. and obtained national advantages? Our Ambassadors live in
London and Paris; and England has simply an Ambassador here—the



