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-A DEER IIUYT IN THE NEW FOREST. t

LET it be one cf those gionieus spring memnings that new anti thon giadtleni

the iuearts cf the socs cf mon wearied with wintor and longing for gecial f

warmth and bright skies. It nuatters net where the lacet may b>' un tlîis s

beautîful countr 'y it cannet but ho a ioveiy spot, and the ride te it aliinest a

a dreain cf beauty. In a mile or se we ipave the bigli rcad and brandi off

on te springy turf under ait archway of grand old beech and oak suc> as 0

would be the pride cf any park in Europe. 1-low green acd velvcty us tîte i5

thick mess on the nerth sideocf every forest giant, aîud lîcw bright cuti e

glossy are the numorous thickets cf holiy that clotlîe the base cf alîuîcst t

every otiier spreading beech. The turf is sef t aîîd springy af ter iast night's

ramn, and every littie ril1 shows how the land is yet full cf the rainfali cf

the sull1en winter that is grudgingly retiring. iere we emiergo on te a

grand open glade ; a cluuîup or twe cf heech shows uts vcstit'ss as tliey

stand like isiands in a st'a cf grass and beather. \Vhat an- ext 1uisitt' tinitt

cf pale gi-cen is over ail that rollicg volume cf becclu tî'e>s, cati lie" wt-Il

it is relieved by the golden tinge which. is creepig ov'r the atdjacenit

masses cf oak. Threugh a gate we pass inte a vast plantation cf tir, Oak,

ccd iarch. XVbat a bt'autiful colour lias cone oui te tbe lai-ch witlî the»

burstiîîg cf iîninu-rci>le butis on every spr'ay, anti iow exquiiitt'Iy

Pateltes cf it coîutrast with the more sombre green cf tluc Scotch lir as w>'

stantd on the bill1 top and gaze over a hugt'n sec ef vertdure roiliig for

hujudred> cf acres iet'us. And se d'w'n icto tlic vciley we pclîuge,

wluîre ail is dark greeni, ligited up ivit> the red steulîs cf thet tir-fer 1>. is

toc ecriy yet for ti> young oaks te burst inte leaf cuti dot
1 »' ail witli tue

dense îîluss of foliage that suiîiiior briiigs-and aitiîg tiie' Nvite gi-ct-i ritdes

we canuter tili we et'rge at the crest cf the opposite buill, aint, passiuig eut

0f1 te the lîcatbî'r, pause for a momîient te take iii the view before us. AIl

areuiîd, and as far as tîue oye cari roacli, is a roliiig expamis>' cf iî>atî cati

gersc-tue latter golden with blossom and rudoient witiu perfuîîîc-

Veny uîîiike fox-huiiting in its preliinîicany stages is thie chase cf the>

deen. '1'luse aîiiiiaîs, lot it be renuemibereti, nlaturally ccnsort iii boîrds.

In thuiS Planutationu on in thuat are, it iay bo, ifteen on twenty t(ler cf wlîiclî

but cite or twe are buittablo. It iti the duty cf the luarbouron te obse-rve

these deen wlueuî on the feed, te watcb. on trcck thueîî te tue tiîicker covert,

acd te be able te ptoint eut te the buiutsiuian th(e actuai tu-ack of a warranît-

abîle de-if possible aioet, or in ccucpauîy with two or Uint-e tii-enily,

Witliout iniformuation cf tiuis kint i uuch tinte iust b)u wast>'t. i)î-tr aftt'r

dleur cf the wreng -sort inay be founti, euuly te stop buouitlis on thîîir liii>

and it ivili be eiUîon by great good luck or by grnîat perseveraic> oii thie

huntsuuian's part that a warractable deer ivili be found at aIl wluile tliene is

Iighit te hîuhut huîîuî by. But te day ail i8 couleutr (le' rose. The report cf

thie liarblme- is as favounabl' as possible. The uerti cf tiie duo's, w.iuicii

emnises ai Uic deen of that sex wiiich fn>:qut'ut titis particular tdistrict,

have îcoved over the billi nto ant immhuense0 plantationl, wh ici> for te day we

boe te aveid, and iii the wood lîîînt by are twc nobhle bucks, bot> cf

warrnutable size, but oue is ant especîaily tineonue.

A nlot>' oi tue boni andi the liuîtsinanl lolds thtun [tlue bouiltis] back,

and as tluey pass te thie l»owartI of the tlîickî't you s>ec î'ach ht'ad fluîig

upwartis ; a pause of a miomenit, anti tlîe lîcuuîds drive intoe inthirs as if

theY '' ki-w scmethicg.'' TalIy hue 1 Theîre lie ges !anti out oetr thie

tops cf tiie biishes bounds a granud buck, witiî tien4i as wide as tht' eut-

sprt'ad palmn cf a muai>'» bîandt, foiloetd in a se'cond by luis frini>c, a 4>-c-

tiveu hi gguî Chani Iiîîis>'If. Away go the tuftî'rs aluuest iii view, away go

lluter cuti whuip ; for, b>'foe atîythiîugý can be dciii, thiese twc tieîr uuîust

bu separatt'ti Nor doos tItis take lonîg ; for hotu cf tht'uu togetiier piIuuig

inte tu10 thîickest part cf the adjeiniuîg plantatieon.

Hlere theux is occ cf the chit'f cf the niuany dificulties eiiceiuteretl by

the mnu whe enideavours te hunt the wiid deer. Tlue cbject of oery ol>i

dleur is te substitute aîuetheîr for liiiscIf at the t'arliist possile opportuiuity,

anti ne painus arc spared by uiîu te achiev> this object. li fact it uiay bu

takeuu for granted that if once tîîe hieuis are laid on te aii old andi cuit-

niuug buck tiiere wili be on foot, in front of the pack, a youtiuger or snîallei'

deur witilin twenty muinutes. It is lucre tChat ail the huntshiuan's Mkill is

rctluired in eî'der te detect the> moment that the chanige takes place, >'vOi

though hue uuay îîet vicw the deer, se Chuat as sooui as uic eau b» essur>'4 that

lie is net hu>îtiuug thue ivarrentable deer hoe startcd with, Ilue îîuey go back

andi by a doene ccst recever tlue lineocf bii. Ilcwever iii tlîis cas>' aIl

bas gene welI ; one great difliculty is ever anti uîetling romains but te cal1

niP the pack as quickly as possible, andi te îey tClienu on te the hune cf tlue

bost cf the two bucks. Net unuch time is lest ever this, anti it us a

beautiful sight te sce the huectaîcen hning up thue î'agor well-trciced pack

clust>ning close round bis lîorse's heels until ho is within a few yards of the

lin» cf tlîe deer. Vieilu witb oce wave cf bis hecd evcry houuud is on tlue

lice, and a glonieus chorus bursts from theni as tbey drnive te the front

like a field cf herses starting for the D)erby. Ridens miust sit dewn in the

seddle, and catch bold cf their horse's beatis, if they mean te live with

theci as tuîey swing over the open heather anti grass at a pace thet wilh

seen chuoke off the butcher boy eut fer a holidlay, and the gentleman in~

livery whc is trying te get the famiiy carniage herse near enougb te thet

front te see what mischief bis ycung masters andi mistresses are g'tticg

into. But it is toc geed te lat-the deer is hardiy yet aware that ho is

huniteti acd bas gene straigbt icto the tbickest part cf onc cf the planta-

tions, where hie bas egain lain down. A check cf a moment as the hounds

flash ever the lice, ccd thon a deafening burst cf music as swinging round

theY wind hiun and reuse him jn their midst. Away ho gees, but oniy

nUU8 a short ring, dodging backwards and forwards titi a stranger excl.ints

bat hie is "Iteat already ! " Net se ; lie is but exerci4ing his craft, and,

viiile lie turics short ceugh to baille the houîids, lie searchles evcry thicket

nl order to pushi out a youliger couirade te take his place aîîd rclieve hiîn

rein the vcry awkward pesition lie linds lîlîniself in. No sucli luck is in

tere for liiiii to-day, and ore leng, fairly frighiteiied, hie sets Icis head straiglit

ind, abandloning for the present lii> wilesi, Ile, takýes refuge in flight. Rutn-

ling the whole ieîgth cf the, covert, lie us viewed c"er the fonce and away

iver the open iiîoerland. Ner far lbind liiii» are the, heund>, and thcey

treaut ever the licather iii what lias heen well decribed as Il thîe mute

cstasy cf a buriling sceiit." Mile after mile us covered ; oce, large planta-

ion is entercd, l)ut tlîc pressed deer threadls lus way tlîrough thc rides

Iliiiost without tociiîg the covert, anîd lîardly a check lias eccurred tili

ufter ferty minutes ef liard galleping the lîcuios fling up on tIi> furtlier

iank ef a sînali river. Tliere or tietr lias " edd otur lias lie verv quickly

eft the cooliîig slielter ; but it is a beautiful sight te ste the eider liounds

carry the scent dowii the! very iniidlc cf Uhe water luchre questiiig the

bulbles whicli Iloat, on thie surface, tliere trying a rush or- alier bough.

,vbici lîang'ing over tlîe water, lias percliace, scraped tChe deer's back and

absorbed soînte cf the> scent particles-steadily, if net rapidly, tliey carry

the lice down Uhe water witlî ever anîd anion a dIcep note or lighit wîiîuper

as seule subtle indication birings, to the îiicid cf soîce veterant cf the pack

assuranice doubly sure that lic is oii tlîe line cf lis î1uarry. Lt is a

euriotis faculty, tChat cf lîuntiîî thie water in this way, acd it seeiiis te be

born witli soute bîouiluds, wlîilc others jiever accjuire it. Doubtes> it is

lcrt-ditary, li1e tie power cf cîvîing a line uptil liard road> and siriflar

places wliich soute lioutids hiave possessed iii se îîiarked a degree and traits-

miîtted te tChoir p)ro,,i-iy. But te our chiae. A chorus frontî thec pack marks

thie spot wherec our deer bias left, the water, after travellinug for over lialf a

mîile tlown it. Yet t'e loulîds caîîciot at firit liuîiit the liie of the wet

îiiiiiial ais tluey cou Id hiefori- ho( eîitereul the river. I're long, licwever, tlie

stelit iiloprox esý, anti te pack is s00h tiiiviiig aleiig thie greeii iit)553 glaies

cf a beautiful oak wood, iîxed witli thickt'ts cf liolly and blackUîorni. Ahi I

wliat i4 tChat tliat botîîids oct cf oue of these tlîickets righit iii front cf the

lî-adiîig bouîta i îA doe, as 1 live !folloîved, ity ail tChat is uulucky 1 by one,

two, three otiiers .10f course the houndi> have got a view, aîîd iiiituraiiy

are strainiuig evcry îierve te catch tIi,' deer wliel freslî andi net alariiied

ltounîd gai ly i n front cf t bei». lier>' tIi>* î is anot 1cr cf the miianif old di tii-

culties wlîicli the tîer limiter lias to coîiteîid Wvitlu -Uuat cf a chiaiigeý on te

freslu tjuarry at the oii f a fine>-raul. AIli seenis lest Ute lîouiids are

ruiiiiiiig aI iîiost in view, andi soiie cf the moite dt-s1 oiidiig cf tic, field turn

away for hoe>.
'[lie> wh l it iiai t t se tCte enid ri-tarli 11<1)> fui ly that thte Iun tsînan

u4 ittt beat yet "-coer luctiily is bis hierse, or tliat cf lii whip, acnd aidod by

a turc cf sped and al knowlt'dgî' cf tiie lin>' cf the, deer, tIîty bave got te

the licad> tif thie pat'k litfor> tluty pt'îuttrLt ci iîte thie oauies' f the

igiýlilteuriiigr plaintation, A blas't e>> i le boie-, a rate nitt1i a crack of a

whip, lias stotppe(d thte paîck, well-traiut-d te tIc se. Andt sti it is esseuitiai

thî'y shoold ta', at xvhîtev>'r oust, iii a country wheot titis inantouvre inust

bet se oftî-n repv>att'd. But. iow Lh tii> nitsiiiaiî lias is pack it liai», anti it

is fer iii i tecto:)vi r th lit e o t f luiis hunce lit' > ick, or >1 se geolion>e', îl

kîîtws wet'l hoîv fan tlîiy brouglit liiiii, Itut ail ti» ,rond forwarti cf this

po inît is fout '4 I y fr> sh tIi' r, aid itit w il Il lt) vctasy i iatter îo teott' chsîr of

the, lini's whluth lit' knelws te 1»- wî'eig. Y tet lie liaa stî'ecg opiniion withl

as te witrt' lii >1>-tr wvas itakiig ftor, and1 vîry cari-fuI ly anti witlî judgiinont

lit>hcî liols histboitlis forward on a witiî swiîîgiiig eust clt'an cf foiled grec»4 .

sec at the verîy enud of lis ca8t tlîuy lut a lino>, appaieiutly a cold one, but

thoes> who kiîow liow te scouît of a iîtatvii tit'tr fade's away te nothiig,

bt'ýcoiiit' iiopt fu. I Tlh> lion cc s tee a-t vtry k>'>' onci tihe liii>, tîxougli tlicy
canî luartlly carry it on. At 'a st>ft place' tiie iîiistir catcelus a giimpso cf

lbis siot, anid is ri-assuredt to tutti thiat. lit> i> oi tht' liii' tof a single mnaIe ticor

at any rate'. Su'>, toc, how the tIve'r ias folleît t-vîry litttu watt'rcourso

ant ill, liowî'vîr tortuous ; noce itut a liutti( (leur weîîld (Ie tlîis, and

exciteinent becoînes doublv kct'c after the late reverse, as the lîounds' pace

quickeîîs ai>d quickt'us, tili tut' field is gallopi>g again. Now thcy ceone

tiewî te the batiks cf a siîiall strt'ain, anti carry tiie liii>' dowli the water, te

wlîere the» batiks art' covt'rtd witli a den'îse grothl cf I)itila-tlierni Sudtieniy

ail sct'nt fails on tlîe liii>, Itut every lîouîît lias flasht'> eut, anti on te tlîe

hack witlî bis licat anti lmisties up, Il fetelinîg for tIie wiiiti." Look eut I

lie is ltvre ct ancri' the> werds ar' spokt'îî thie hunietl bttck bounids frouîî the

tiiickt't andi strith's ever tIi> licath alîiio-t lik> a frcs leud'tr. Anti indeed,

inaîîy, wlîo se>' Iiinî tliik that lie i4 a frt'sl fouîtld îit'r, lut tîtose who bcd

a good viî'w cf liî iii tith' iorniig kuew w'li tChat tlîtir liuiitsuiant's skili

ah>1 patienîce anti is geeti pack cf liouîîds hiave' brouglit this e'xcellenît chase

te a 4atisfactory fini.4h, in spitt' cf every diflicnlty. The buck ruîis gaily as

icîîg as hoi is iii tIi'' opi Ohw f aIl, btut as hI' galins thIi>'( busiesls lîead

dro>ips, Iii.; tail drops> fiat, lus stritie cexitract>, auid lit' shows Chuat Il tucked

iup ' appearacce whici iii ail qu:î>rupi'ds us tlîe indtication cf extreiîio fatigue.

l'le bocultis are close oui liiii», andt lit' regains the streaiii only te plunigo into

the decpest pool, anti iith lead erct, acd nobîle miien, ho l'sets up '' at bay.

The tirst liound tChat dani's te approach is instaiitIy di-iven tlir watcr, and

crawls yî'lpiîîg frontî the sti'eaîn te dry lantd, but the pack is at bandi. The

fallow deer can ofl't'i ne nisistance like that cf lii noble red congenier, and in

another mnomnt the scelne is a cenf uscd nias cf iuddy water, a tiitn carcase,
a pair cf antlers, and struggiing luourcds. Into this chaos descends the

active whippcr-in, ant open knife in one biantd and a liunting wlîip iii the

other. One rate and the coast is clear--a flash in the sun-a wave of

crimson rolling down the stream, and then twe or tbrce mexi are hauling

the dead body cf a magnificer.t deer up the bank surreunded by the pack,
wbose deep baying is answerod by the long blast of the heni cnd the thrii-

ling wlîe-wluoop cf the huntsman.-The; Hon. Gerald Lascellcs, in thte Nine-
teenth Century.


