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Calendar for Next Week.

DECEMBER.
25—Sunday—Christmas Day. The Na-
tivity of Our Blessed Lord.
26—Monday—St. Stephen, First Mar-
tyr of Christ,
27—~Tuesday—St. John, Apostle and
. Evangelist.
28--Wednesday—The Holy Innocents.
29—~Thursday—St. Thomas, Archbis-
hop of Canterbury, Martyr.
30—Friday—Office of the Sunday in
the octave of Christmas.
31—-Saturday—St. Sylvester, Pope.

THE CATHOLIC UNIVERSITY
OF AMERICA
DEFENDS ITSELF

In common with most of our Catholic
contemporaries we have received from
the Rector of ““ The Catholic University
of America,” Monsignor D, J. O'Con-
nell, a letter marked “private,” al-
though there is nothing private about
it, requesting us to publish all or part
of an enclosed statement, with such
editorial comment as we think proper.
Several of our contemporaries, we
notice, have published the statement
without any comment, as if it was the
reault of their own investigations. We
prefer to reprint the statement. with
our own comments.

A gratifying recognition of the
eminent standing of the Catholic Uni-
versity of America among our cele-
brated educational institutions has
been received recently from the Uni-
versity of Berlin. A communication

from that famous educational center
includes the Catholic University of

America among the few Awmerican
institutions whose bachelor’s degree
is accepted as the equivalent of the
German requirements for admission
to work for the doctoratein philosophy.

Moreover, the three years term of

residence hitherto rigorously required
there of all candidates for the doc-
torate has been shortened to three

semesters, or one and a half years, for

students who receive the baccalau-
reate degree from any one of these

universities and who do some gra-
In virtue of

duate work at them.
this privilege, American students who
desire to obtain the doctor’s degree
at the University of Berlin may do a
large part of the work at one of the
recognized home institutions, and ob-
tain credit for the same in Berlin.

These concessions are made only
to the institutions in the Association
of American Universities. This or-
ganization represents the highest a-
tainments of American scholarship,
being composed of Harvard, Clark,
Yale, Columbia, Cornell, Princeton,
Pennsylvania, Johns Hopkins, and
the Catholic University of America
in the east, and Michigan, Chicago,
Wisconsin, California, and Leland
Stanford in the west.

The membership of the Catholic
University of Ameriea in this Asso-
ciation is a testimonial of the ex-
cellent work it huas accomplighed in
the comparatively few ycars that have
intervened since its foundation. It

is a recognition of merit by those
most competent to judge, and an ac-

knowledgement of its contributions to

the intellectual life of the nation on

the part of its foremost investigators.

We admit that this recognition by
Berlin and consequent admission to the
charmed circle of the fourteen great”
universities of The United States sounds
very fine. But what does it amount to
at bottom? Have the Berlin Univer-
sity directors sent one of their men over
to see for himself what wag the standing
of the Catholic University i the States?
We are not told so, nor is it likely, Most
probably the Rector himself, whe has
a European reputation due to his long
residence in Rome, has some powerfu]
friend in the council of Berlin University,
to whom he bas sent “The Episcopate,
the People and the Catholic University
of America,” a pamphlet intended to

- boom that institution, and containing |

- letters full of glittering gene-
.« great hopes, but singularly
1 statements of results, To

this he has no doubt added descriptions
of the imposing buildings of the Catho-
lic University with their immense coat
and the large salaries of a numerous
faculty, together with the learned titles
of the subjects they are meant to teach.
The Berlin University authorities, see-
ing this array of testimonials from the
Episcopate, and supposing, from the
name, that this was the only Catholic
University in America, coneluded that
it must be doing splendid work, and
therefore recognized its bachelor’s de-
gree.

The present year is one of unparal-
leled activity at the. University.
Three important contributions to
knowledge have just come from the
press: Dr. Moore's ““Study in Re-
action-Time and Movement,” Dr.
Trahey’s “ De Nominibus et Verbis
Ennodi Hieronymique inter se col-
latis,” and Dr. Nieuwland’s ‘“Re-
actions of Acetylene.”’ Other books
in press or in immediate preparation
for printing are Dr. Melody’s ““ Phy-
sical Basis of Marriage,” Dr Butin
“On the Pentateuch,” Dr. Oswald’a
“ Prepositions in Apollonius Rhodius"’
Dr. Healy’s “The Valerian Persecu-
tion,” ‘‘ Responsibility and the Moral
Life” by Dr. O’Connor, ““St. Francis,
Social Reformer’’ by Dr. Dubois, and
Dr. Dubray’s “ The Theory of Psy-
chical Disposition.”

Note that three only of these ten
publications have appeared as yet, and
that, judging from the titles not one of
the three has anything to do with Catho- |
licism. Three or four of the others may |
have. We shall see when they appear.
But in these days of aggressive scien-
tific materialism what a Catholic uni-
versity should produce first of all is a
library of triumphant answers to the
specious but shallow objections of in-
fidels. We do not see anything of that
sort in the “unparalleled activity’ of
the present year. However, the Rector
is quite satisfied, as may be geen from
the paragraph that follows.

This creditable array of recent
publications (seven-tenths of which
are not yet published and may not be
for another year) illustrates the ear-
nestness of the professors of the Ca-
tholic University of America in their
efforts for the realization of the hopes
of the University's founders, and in-
dicates the distinguished character
of the work which will be done to a
much g & wviion: the pl

& 'y

number of its students are in prac-
tical operation,

These last words let the cat out of the
bag. During the past twelve years the
Catholic University has always been an-
nouncing new plans for increasing the
number of its students, and yet its
Rector now implies that the number is
still unsatisfactory. Nevertheless,this
is the crucial test of real success. Un-
fortunately, nowhere in his statement
can the Rector npply this test. All
statistics are wisely eschewed.

In addition to producing such
works as those just enumerated, and
thus stimulatin® and developing in-
tellectual life, the University exerts
its influence on higher education in a
less apparent but very effectual man-
ner. A considerable part of its stu-
dent body is made up of members of
the religious communities in residence
around the University. Though few
of these men take a complete course
or remain until they attain the doc-
tor's degree, because the exigencies

of their congregations call them away
to become teachers in the various
colleges of their orders, they profit
by their stay at the University and
are better equipped for their work as
instructors.

This indirectly corroborates what we
said in our recent article on the kind of
students who attend: “Many of the
theological students attending the Uni-
versity lectures, far from being, as the
‘original purpose was, priests ordained
after a fyll seminary course of theology,
had‘sﬁ\!,died no theology at all before
entering thy University;” and now we

learn that few of them even complete
their course !

1t is gratifying to learn that the
Trustees of the University have de-
cided to proceed at once with the full
development of undergraduate cour-
ses of study. Two motives impelled
to this action: the desire of increasing
the productivity of the University in
all its departments by the better pre-
paration of young men for subsequent
scientific investigation and research
in the graduate schools and in the
learned professions, and the urgent
necessity of doing something to pre-
vent the continued increase in the
number of our young men attending
non-Catholic institutions.

During the ten years which ended
with that of 1900, the attendance at

non-Catholic colleges incressed 60 per
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leges showed, at the most a very

meagre gain,

Why does the writer of this statement
not give the percentage of this ‘“mea-
gre’’ gain, while he gives the percentage
of non-Catholic increase? We know
of several Catholic colleges in the United !
States where the increase, from 1890 to
1900, must have been nearly 60 per
cent. And even if it was meagre on
the average, that average increase was
certainly greater than the increase of
students in the Catholic University
during the last ten years.

During this period of time our Ca-
tholic population maintained its
uormal growth, our people became
more prominent in intellectual acti-
vity and our students increased in
the proper ratio of numbers. This
increment of our student body must
have been educated, but in non-Ca-
tholic institutions. Tt is obvious that
the majority of students who frequent
non-Catholic universities and colleges
do 50 in order to acquire a training
which our colleges cannot afford.
None of our colleges has or can hope
to have an eduecational equipment
which approaches in efficiency that
of the larger American seats of lear-
ning, and, accordingly, such colleges
will remain powerless to arrest the
movement of our young men into
other schools, the atmosphere of
which is hostile to our faith. The

f o Onthelte University of America alorne!
of the Trustees for increasing the |

i3 in a position Lo retard this exodus of

our laity, it alone has called together

& corps of professors trained in the

great universities of the world, side

by side with many of the instructors
who draw our students to their class-
rooms and laboratories.

Why, in the world, then, does it not
retard ‘““this exodus of the laity”?
In spite of having all these advantages
for quite a number of years, ‘it alone”
does not seem to keep pace with the
numerical advance of other Catholic
universities in the United States. What
can be thefreason of this lamentable
failure, of this contrast between splen-
didly supported hopes and such meagre
results? No other, we believe, than
the adoption of non-Catholic standards
of education: fine buildiugs, highly paid
professors, a multitude of special cour-
ses; in other words, a university must
be a caravansary of innumerable un-
connected departments, the more the
better, with the result that such uni-
versities give no real mental training
and produce nothing of any value but
specialist professors and their learned
treatises which no one who can do
otherwise ever reads. The way to keep
Catholic boys out of non-Catholic uni-
versities is to educate their parents,
from the pulpit and the Cathclic press,
in the true principles of mental develop- j
ment, to prove to them that acquain-;
tance with a host of disconnected sub-:
jects is not knowledge but dissipation |
of mind, that this flimsy, non-Catholic |
training is responsible for the ease with
which the false reasonings of material-!
istic science deceive the world, and that :
the only chance of escaping a like de- |
ception is a thorough Catholic training;
by men who know how_to think. :

Having thus quoted and commentedE
on every word of the Rector's state-
ment, we leave his closing paragraph to
the tender mercies of our readers. ‘

Therefore, the Board of Trusteess
have inaugurated a new era in the |
history of Catholic education by pla-
cing the laboratories and libraries of |

the University at the disposal of a'

larger body of lay students workingf

under the direction of the trained jn-
vestigators of its professdrial corps.

It is to be hoped that, henceforth,

every Catholic citizen of the United :

States will feel thut he has a direct

personal interest in the University,

that it belongs to the Catholic people |
of the country, and that it is their
right to partake of its advantages,
and their duty to defend it and sup-

cent.,»while that of our Catholic col-

-port it liberally.

The Tone Qualities

of a
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ARE REMEMBERED LONG AFTER THE
PRICE IS FORGOTTEN.

I'M HAPPY!

WHY 9

Because I have at last found a place where I can_get my linen laundered
just right, and my suits pressed and cleaned to look like new. Their Dye
Work s 0.K. At 309 HARGRAVE STREET (Telephone No. 2300

you will find

The Modern Laundry and

R .

Dye Works Co'y., Ltd. .
Located in buildings erected specially for their work, Their line ot mac-
hinery \operated by experts) is the most modern that money can buy,
Their expensive Water Softening Plant furnishes soft water for washing, .
saving the company the cost of chemicals and soap, and our linen does not
rot, crack and tear in pieces. I recommend their work. Give them a
trial and enjoy life.—Yours truly, ~HAPPY JOHN,

Special Attention Given to Consignmeats from Country Towas.

The Moore Printing Co,, Ltd,

Printers & Publishers

Manufacturers of Rubber Stamps

All Kinds of Book and Job Printing
for Country Merchants o & o &

Statements, Bill Heads, Letter Heads,' etc.

Mail Orders receive prompt attention.
ADDRESS ALL ORDERS TO—

The Moore Printing Co., Ltd.

219 McDermot Ave. Winnipeg, Man.

——————

KIDNEY DISEASE. !

Diseases of the Kidneys are
aumerons, from the fact that these
organs act as filters to the blood,
and form one of the great channels
for the removal of impurities from
the system, which, if allowed to
remain, .give rise to the various
kidney affections, such as Dropay,
Diabetes, aud Bright’s Disease,

The following are some of the
syniptoms of kidney disease:—
Backache, sideache, swelling of
the feet and ankles, frequent thirst,
puffiness under the eyes, floating
specks before the eyes, and all dis-
orders of the urinary system, such
as fre%t;ent, thick, cloudy, scanty,
or highly colored urine,

DOAN’S KIDNEY PILLS

are exactly what the name suggests,
- They are not a cure-all, but are
& specific for kidney tronbles only.
Price 50 cents per box, or § for
$1.25. All dealers, or
Tar DoaN KiDNEY Py, Co.,
Toronto, Ont,
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Clark 'Bros. & Hughes,

Undertakers and Embalmers
Mr, H. Pelissier, hvinj taken an
interest in this establishment, will
always be ready toanswer tothe cail
of the French and Catholic patron-
age. This is the only establishment
in the Province having a French
and English speaking Catholic in
counection. Open day and night,
Services prompt and atteutive,
186 JAMES STREET, Winnipeg.
Teleptione 1239,

Orders by wire promptly attended to
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OFFICE 'PHONE RES:DENCE 'PHONE
41 9%

Kerr, Bawlf, McNames, Lid,

UNDERTAKERS' SUPPLIES
Wholesale and Retail

FUNERAL DIRECTORS AND
EMBALMERS

Office and Chapel .
229 MAIN ST. WINNIPEG

Open Day and Night




