
THE CANADIAN SPECTATOR.

OUR AMATEURS IN IlPINAFORE."

Thse initial performance of " H. M. S. Pinafore," by the Amateur Operatic Sccietv, so,
eagerly awaited for some time past, took place at the Academy on Iast Tuesday night, before
a good audience. The performance, apart from one or two drawbacks incidentai to a flrst
nigbt, reflected mucis credit both on singers and conductor ; indeed in soute particulars it
was really excellent and would bave done no discredit to a professional cempany. An easy
bearing and entire presence of mind coutl not be expected of those who trod the boards and
faced the footligbts for thse first tinie, hence nervousness and stage.fright caused sonne
contretems at first ; these, however, have now disappeared, and, taken for ail in ail, the
prestet can fairly be entitled by far the most finished and complote performance of Sullivan's
opera yet witnessed in Montreal.

Miss Zippora Monteith, from the New York Broadway Theatre, sinigs thic part of
:Yose/rnine in a pleasing manner; she has a high and effective voice, but acts in too hoydenish a
fashion. More quietness would tend an added grace to the captain's daughter. Miss Mary
Maltby takes Little Buttercup excelleutly, evidently knowing bier part to a crotchet ; Fraulein
Heise euacts fHebe with wouderful aplomb for a novice, snd dances a rollicking double horn-
pipe with the graceful Miss Fubrer in a style which nightly Ilbriugs down the bouse " ; Mr.
Donald Csmpbell's voice is just suited in the part of Ra/ph, which hie sings iu excellent and
artistie fashion ; Mr. G. L. DeZouche, as Captain Coi-coran, acts sud sings in a rnanly way
that pleases greatly ; and Mr. Maltby, as the Boati'wain would be capital were lie to infuse
just a trifle more dash into the part. Mr. Geo. Holliday, as Sir Yoseph Porter, was indisposed
on Tucsday evening, and tbrough a mistake of the prompter in giviug the cue for music too
scion, the orchestra commouced his song, Il I arn the Monarch," &?c., before hie was propared,
wbich very naturally threw hirn out. He sustained the character capitally next uight. The
choruses were full, truc and good, and notable for richnoss of quality. If the "lsisters,
cousins aud aunts" wore to corne furtber (lown the stage, it would he better stili, as much of
the voicc is lost in Ilthe flues." Thec orchestra, though at fautt in tirne and tune once or
twice, is the best in respect of balance, shading and precision that bas 'been heard in the
Academy for sorne tinie. They played the overture finely. D)r. Maclagan and the Comnpany
deserve credit for the production of this worc as a whole, thougb flaws could be pickod ont
by persons wishing to lie bypercritical. Thosýe interostedi need not be afraid of the perform-
ance, though amateur, boing judged on its monits. The scenery is very beautiful, and thîe
ssouniting is thic best we have yet seen. We wish the good sbip IlPinafore"1 a successful
voyage, and safle arrivaI in port with "lail bands " woll.

TIIE IlIIERALD'S " DICTUM ON OPERA.
The peculiar alîility of our esteerned contemporary in rnatters musical was thus ably

shown forth in a recent criticisrn on IlTrovatore,"1 as sung by the IlEmma Abbott " troupe
IlNotwithstauding that a musical oditor in a weekly contemporary lias laid it down that

osly those deticieut in musical educition now crave ani patrouize such operas as ' Lucia,'
1 Traviata' and 1 i'oatore,' and that those ut superioir musical minds only caio for such
operas as ' Carmen,' ' Aida,' 1Pinafoie' and Wagner's ' Lohengrin,' we are glad to state that
last night's audience lit tlic Acaderny gave a very strong contradiction to sucb a rash
and ignorant assertion. T1he operas of the last fow yeaîs are (leficient in that solidity and
p lot that so charactcrizes those of ulder dlate. '[rue such oîîeras as ' Pinafore,' ' Aidat,' &sc.,
like socict y pîsys, will last for a tirne and tickle thse taste of those not capiable of îinderstand-
ing aud appreciating the more heautiful music of ' Trô7atore,' or the deep grandeur of
Shakespeare, but as to their being standard operatic piecos, no sensible person with any
knowledge of rnusic would claie to assert sucb a thiug. ' Trovatore,' ' Faust,' ' Traviata' and
' Bobemian Girl ' wili be playod and sung when ' Carmen,' ' Aida,' and ' Pinafore' aie for-
gotten."

We are always glad to have erroneous impressions corrected, and now take it for
granted that as Il he iinself has said it," Ilthe operas of tie last few years,"-we suppose
IlCarmen," "Aida," IlLohengrin,' and probsbly thse latebt of ail, Wagner's IlNibelungen,"
are meat-" are deficient in tisat solidity and plot tisat so characterize tisose of ohier date,"
meauing, wo suppose, thse "1Luicia," IlTlr.viaita," and " Trovatore," of Verdi, aud Balfe's
IlBobernian Girl! " IlSolidity " of the IlBosemian Girl " is good. Tisai "lAida," corn-
posed expressly for the Kisedive, with a wealth of instrumentation, foul of supers music and
fine effects for botis voice and orchestra, a remarkably good plot, demauding a very large
cast, intended to bc put on with exceeding îornp sud barbaric splondor, looked upon by
Verdi himself as bis masterpiece, and acknowledged everywhere by musicians to be the
ripest fruit of tisis composer's genius,-tlîat this should be classecl with Society plays, cern-
pared with Il Trovator,," a cornposition tilied with ear.taking melody, but weak in alrnost
evory other particular, aud that il slîould be averred by ibis experieuced critic tisat "lAida "
would "ltickle tise taste of those not capable of undersianding 'Trovatore,' is such a
deligistfully new departure, te be taken by une whose connaisçsance de chose entitlos isim te
speak witb ail tise weight of supreme autbonity, thai we hasten to place it on record.
"1Traviata " sud the "I ohomian Girl " will be sung when IlCarmen " sud "lAida " are
forgotten." .Mi'-abite dictu !

It is said that "lAida," as now presented at tise New York Acaderny of Music by the
Mapleson opera company, is thse rnost complete performance of grand opera iu America. At
110 presentatios has tise bouse been large enougis to bold ait wbo wisised to soe sud bear it.-
Menireal Star.

BANDMANN IN SHIAKSPERE'S MASTERPIECES.

Daniel E. Baudmanu compleîed a week's engagement at the Academy on Saiurday
night st, baviug played five Shakspereau rôles-those of Ilthe intellectual msen of
Sbakspere," as aiu autbor catis tbem-to disgracefully slir bouses. Events wbich appeal
to tise emotiosal nature can seldom obtain thse verdict of tise judgmeut until tbey are past,
and due ailowance bas becs miade for tisose feelings wbich thse play is specially meant to
excite. Iu the calmuess, therefore, wbicb succeeds to the excitement of first impressions, we
rmay review Mr. Bandmaun's mothodsand mausers, and record our opinion of tbem.

Tisai lie is an intellectual and versatile actor cansot be'denied, but he laclcs thse divise fire
of genius, and bis performances are full of fluctuations. At ose moment ise realizes our ideal
aasd is almýost electrifyisg ; at tise nexi, hie falîs off, just where il is to be expected bie will
imake bis mark, and rather disappoints. He doubtless fully apprehends the divise truths and

isuman facts of Shakspere, but hie does sot invariably niake tisis insighst apparent. Tbis-
may arise front tise difficulties of the language to une whose motiser-tougue il is sot, aud in-
tise saine way, masy peculiarities of protaonciation sud accentuation May be accounted for.
Thse subtler sisades of meauing, the delicate iits barely capable of explanation, were some-
timos lost, or not elucidated. Iu tbe category of Mr. Baudmann's intellectual excellenicies
belong bis rbetoric aud elocution. Ile declaims finely ; for, tbougb bis voice is nul naturally
a musical one, it bas been perfectly trained, conmes full front the cbest, and is very powerful.
In passages wisere passion demanded rapid ulterance, the words were ron together and enus-
ciatod indistiuctly, proving a blemish so serious tisat witisout a knowledge of tise text it would
bave been impossible to follow.

His readiug is, as a rule, scisolarly, snd in accordanco witb tise accepted authorities,
tisougis in une or two instances, tisere were interprotalions wiih wlîich we could isardly agree,
sud tu several passages tise nisiug inflection was given, witb a straiued sud unnatural effect.
Baudmaun, tisougis making bavoc witis tise prononciation of uiany simple sud beautiful'
words, sucis as nature, stars, ravelled, servants, surcease, stuck, &c., (tise two latter pro-
nouinced Ilsursees " sud schtuck,") is singularly frece fromn the traditional pronuinciation of the
stage, sud especially fromt ail tisose vulgarisms wisich, in Kemble, s0 excited the ire of Leigis
Hunt. Witb a maguiticeut physique, well-defined sud mobile features, a head somewhat
Hlebraic in cast sud crowned witis dark curly hair. hie possesses ail tise ideal, personal attri-
buttes needfsîl for portraying heroic characters. His Cestures are well-clîoseu sud graceful,
saye for a habit when in excited colloquy, of repeatedly xnarking the empbasis hy sisakiug tise
arm witb forefluger extended, sud a most ungainly fasision of plunging the body. His
portrayal of OtIiello sud Macbeth wss pitclsed in the major key througisout ; in tact, titis
seenis to ho tie regnainl sud dominant principle of his mmnd. Ne is not invariably effective
in conveying introspection, andI to quiet conversational touies, neither bis voice uor thougist
seems uaturally attuued. Tise play of muscle sud varied expression are sîroug features in,
Mr. Baudmauu's acting. Hlis eyes are large aud keen, bis movemeuts arc very rapid, sud ho
tborougbly "tfilla the stage ;" as with bis tino presence hoe well may.

Tise Euglisb Company forming Mr. Bandmann's support was above the average in
ability and usefsiluess; that is to say, il was efficient rnediocrity, cxcept in the instance of iwo-
or tisree individuals. Miss Marguerite Penison, Mis- Elinor Aiken, Mr. Gerald Eyre aud Mr.
Poey Lyndal were pleasing, intelligent players, versed in tise ways cf thse stage, sud cou-
scientious iu their efforts, tisougis not of particular strengtb. lu sorte cliaracters the leading
ladies wero excellent.

Tise part cf Othello is a Crescendo, front tise Moor's opeuing speech, dclivered iu a
style cf easy narration before the Senators, to the final burst of fririons rage, in wisicis the
climax cf the tragedy is rncised. Tbis gradation was fsuely preserved by Mr. Baudmanu,
sud indeed, in mauy respects, the character of Othello seenis lîsat to whicis lie is mosl per-
fe'ctly aiîiuner. A slight analysis of this play will afford a fait- conception cf tise salient
points iu ail ibis actor's work.

Hlis beaning durng Acts 1. sud IL was dignitied and excellent, aud the whiole cf Scene
III. in tise 3rd Act was finely givos. The determination expressed in lise line-

Il'il sec befone 1 doolîl,"
and thse passionste scorn ou tise words-

Il l'cl ratber ho a toad and live upon thse vapour cf a dungeon, than keep a corner in the
ting 1 love, for others' uses,"
wcîe powcnfiil. W'here lago says: 'Il -e this bath a little dask'd your spirits," sud
Otisello replies Il"Not a jot, not a jot " ; tise affected indifference cf manner ivas very tine,
wisile the excited sud nenvous haudling cf tise qssill pens on tise writing table was most
effective stage business. Tise use cf tise rising inflection in nespouse to Desdemoua's quer

IHow is 't with youi, my lordl ?"
"Weil, rny good lady," w'ss surely incorrect. Wben jealousy bas ai last driven Othello lu

say to lago : Il Set on tisy wife te observe," tise isorror witb wbich hoe recoils imrnediately tise
speech falîs from bis lips was depictod in tise rnost realistic manner.

Wben Othello, iakiiîg lago isy tise tisroat, exclaims-
IlIf tisou dost siander bier sud torture me, nover pray more,"

tise fury expressedl by vuice, looks snd action was s0 vivid as almost to ho teniifying.
In tise sffecting speech wisere tise Moor bids farewell to ail the plîrsuits in wbich bie

glorie(l, closing witis tise mournfui declaration tlîat «" Othello's occuîpation 'S gone 1 ' Mr.
Bandmaun delivered tise linos in full voice, witb extended gesturo, tise nising inflection and
growiug force, as if hoe wore ratiser pleased tissu oîberwise t0 give up "tse plurned iroop,
tise big wars," sud aIl sucis 01(1-lime deliglits. Surely ibis sisould be pitcised in a minor key,
sud be uttered in quiet and sombre fasion.

Where Otisello is goasled 10 madness by Iago's insinuastion, andI declares, I will
withdraw te furniss me with sorte sîvift means cf death for tise fair tlevil," a beautiful
point was made on thse words "fair devil," aud a complote change cf couintouance and
toue teck place on escis word. Tise splendid sceno of accusation andl defence beiweeu
Otisello andI Desdemnoua in Act IV., Scene IL., was rnost notable. l)esdernnna played
excellently here, thougs ber fait was rather violent. The speech wisere site declares on bier
kueos that "b is uukindness may defeat my life, Sbii nover tsini my love," wss plaintively sud
movingly delivered. In Act V., Scene IL., wbero I)esdemcona excîsimr, "lThon Lord bave
rnercy en me," Othello's neply, IlI say, Amen ! ' was magnificent ; but passionate rapidity
rendered tise succeeding phrases ail but uuintelligible. Tise soliloquy when Emilia is seekiug
to enter tise cisamber, in xvhsci occur tise words, III bave nc wife," w-as very tine, but tise
staggerirg about tise stage wss overdone sud tco drunken-like. Thse speech in Act V. , IlIt
is tise cause, it is tise cause, my sots]," was a fiuepiece of elocufion, whiie tise onspiasis on
tise wonds, Il Puit out tise ligit, and tîseisput out the ligt! Il "asd lise iseassv cf tise gesture
in tise latter clause, wheîe Otbello points te tise sleeping Desdemiona, were delicate touches
tlsat brougisi tinely mbt prominecc tise splendid coutrasi in tise noble passage wisich follows.
Thse speech ai tise close of Adt V., commeuciug, "lBehold, I have a mweapon," containing tise
forlon expression ofdfespair, Il iere shahl Othello go?" sud ending witis IlO Desdemous,
dead ! doai1" as aIse tise tisai Il qoft voit, a word or two before you go,"l caîl for unquaitied
praise. Tisey were artistie in conception aud reudition, sud brougisi a tiuisbed sud gratifying
performance to a tittiug close.

Space will ot permit a discussion cf IlMaciseth " sud " Richard III.," Sut bots cf tisese
noble plsys were wortliy cf a more generous attention frcm Montreal than, in tise present
condition cf tise drama bore, il seerna williug lu Sestow. "Macbsetis" was most creditably,
put on, with tise original music by Locke respoctably sung; but "Richard 111. " was cul sud
sirred, as tise Company was iu baste to beave tise city. Mr. Bandmanu sud Mr. Eyre in
escs of lisese pîsys provedi lhemselves no novices in tise art cf feuce.

Geuerslly speakiug, tise mise e scene wss gcud in ail tise plays, tise muntiug suid pro-
perties wene mueS better tissu ordinary sud tise costumes were tasteful sud cisrooogically
correct. lu tact it is a long fime sisce tise legitimate drama bas been put upon thse boards
bore iu similar fiasision, sud, if tise patrouage (Heaven 'save tise mark!1) doled out last week
be any critenion, il will bo a long ie isefore vie are again called upon 10 exhibit oun dis.
regard for anyihing above tise level of original Topsies sud trick doukoys 1 These attraction*
are now close ai baud, sud we predict crowded bouses sud Ilstauding-room only " will bc
tise order of tise day.
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