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politics. Party new.4papers continually speak of it as. though its
principal siun were the election: of wvorkingmen to representative
positions. Politicians"try to head it of, na was done, in Toronto
and Hamilton, by giving the pai'ty nomination te trade unionists
-and express themselve , amazed at the fo]ly and ingratitude of
the Labour Reformera when they refuse to bis satisfied with sucob
workfng-class representatives. If to put Ilworkingmen " into
Parliament were the only motive of the new departure, its adher-
enta might very reasonably hava supported the candidature cf
Edward F. Clarke in this city, John Burns in Hamilton, and A.
B. lngram in West Elgin-ail genuine members of the working
clasa, and trades unioniats. But the labour Reform movenient la
far broader an.:! more comprehiensive in its scope. Net simply te
elect werkingmen, either in the enlarged or the restricted sense cf
the terni; but te effecti an entire and organic change in the rela-
tions between labour andi capital is the real abject in view. The
platform itself, radical as it la, enibraciug many reforma so aweep-
ing that their accemplishuient n hardly bie looked for in this
generation, conveya an imperfect ides of the spirit of the
new departure. Every platform is necessarily a compromise,
embedying concessiens not only to weak brethren but te public
opinion. It is freely admitted that the present demanda of the
labour Reformera are merely tentative, including only such re-
ferma as it ia now expedient te agitate fer. Present organiza-
tiens, measures of plans of action, are merely the germa. The
precise fermn cf their fuller development noue cau foresen.

Obvioualy, the *mere election cf werkingmeu who are also
partisans and the nominees cf the eld pàrties would net jn the
least avail towards creating such a revolutien in present habita cf
tlîought as must be .accomplishied- evetn before the amelicrative
mensures now demanded could be carried ito effeot. So long as
members c f Parliament are the slaves *cf the caucus, bound to
answer the aummens of the party whip, it matters net wvhether
they are wage-earners or members cf the professional and capital-
ist classes. The old parties, Liberal and Conservative, nlike are
dominated by capitaliaiu-pervaded root snd branch with the
ideas of the old political economy ; believera ini the theory, that
industrial matters are and eught te be regulated by competition
under the law of supply and demand. The single exception cf
the N.P. proves nothing. * The Censervatives have neyer carried
th., principle cf tariffprctection te its logical conclusion by under-
taking te pretect labour against capital. Should a limitation cf
the heurs cf factery labour te eiglit per day, or a syatemn cf coin-
pulsery arbitratien for regulating wages accerding tQ profita bie
proposed, both parties would. array theanselves against such
measures. Liberals and Conservatives alilce would denounce themi
as an inter! erence with the Ilright cf private centract,"1 and in.
veke the law cf supply and denmand as being the uecesaary and
aumeiient principle determiuiug the length of the working day,
and the distribution cf the value created. by labour. While such
opinions prevaîl-while men are content te qucte the platitudes cf
a systein cf political eccnomny, formulated under entirely difl'erepat
conditiona than these which now exist, and persistently ignore
the changea wrought by the progress cf mechanical invention
and the wonderful expansion cf the industrial systein, the wcrk te
be done by the Labeur Reierin party la mainly and essentially
oducat ional. The securiug cf a few Palliative mensures such as
the Factory Act, the Employers' Liability Act and the like, and the
electien cf a wage-earner to the legislature, are infinitesmal gains
in theinselves, important ouly as vantage-ground won in a
battie which must be fought inch by inch.

The Canadian Labour Refcrm mevement, like nearly every
important polîtical or social agitation which obtaina a foothold
here, derives ita impulse .fromn the 'United States. Let those who
wvould condemn it on that account remnember that the Confedera-
tien cf the provinces, the protectivé polie>', the Scott-Act, and
man>' other Canadian institutions and measures, owe their origin
te the saine source. This la not whelly due to imitation. It is
rat 'her a case in which like causes jproduoe like Effects.ý The con-
ditionsi cf Canadian life and industry are similar te those en the
ether aide cf the border, but as the Ajuericaus are in a more
advanced stage cf national development, having a larger and
denser population, the conditions demanding and prcducing social
and political changes show themselves sooiner in the. UTnited States.
Canada nearly' always follews in the saine directien, after an in.
terval during which we have been growNing« up te the condition,
and devoloping the ane phases cf public opinion through whielh
our neighibours have previcual>' passed. It is so with the labour
question. Owing te the exhaustion cf the public demain; te
cutting off the wage.-tvorlcera' opportunities for t;elf-employment;
te the building up of large cities with pepulations absolu tely depen.
dent on the labeur cf their handa; te the mebilization cf the forces
cf labour by the wonderful expansion cf steain transportation, the
conditions of life for the masses in the large centres hive been
approximating very rapidl>' te the European standard. Compari-
sons of the rate cf wages paid now with the scale of a generatien
ago are misleading and fallacieus. With the growth cf large cities
the landless labourer loses mac>' advantages for which no ad va nce
la wages can compensate hum. Tho aqualor and Iilth of the touie-
ment bouse, with its enforced associations with the vicicus aud
criminal, the impessibilit>' cf procuring wholesome and comfort-
able bouse accommodation with fresh.air and elbov room, the
expenses eutailed by modern city life la many directions fornmerly
unknown-all these tend te make the lot cf the urban wage.
earner increasingly irkscme. Popular education- defective thoughi
it la- democratic institutions, wvith their teaching cf the doctrine of
humn equalit>' and brotherhood, and the extent and universnlity
of industrial organizationl, have combined te force the question
te the front. Since the establishi ment of the order cf the Knights
cf Labour, designed te supplement the trade unions by welding
together nîl branches of labour fer common action and the seur-
ing, ef radical and permanent reforma, the question. lias taken on
an. entirely new phase. It is slowly beginning te he understocd
tmat the Labour question is not a miers matter ef the increase of
%vages or, the shortening of lueurs, te be'fought out between wvork-
ingmen and tîmeir respective empleyers, but a far deeper sud more
diffienît problein, iuvelving the overthrow of those conditions
wvhich no concessions, however extensive, by individual emnplcyers,
or even by the whole clas 9f employers, could effect. It ia
realized that behind the employer stands the power cf mcnopoly
in a&l ita forma, by whichi the land, the railroads and the financial
systemn are controlled l>y the few, and used te exploit industry.
The pressure of thes influences is such that the employer of labeur,
even if willing, is powerless te do much te remedy lxisting abuses.
Labour Reform, as understood. where the question is cf eIder
standing than in Canada, is a demand for social re-adjustment; fer
new standards of public opinion; for a re-written political
econora>; for the establishmnent, in short, cf labour value as the
only test of an>' man's right te draw freont the communit>' the
producta cf the labour cf others.

That the full import o! the contest upen which they have entered


