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;grease ie usedi largely in malleable iran werks.
Price 141. per ton.*

9. Pit grasse or wirc-rope composition, useti for
pretectiug pit ropes and miscellaneous purposes.
The quality is exceptienably gond, andi if.more of?-
it were available it would sean supplant the kinde
now in use. The price je 121. per ton.

10. A canister of sheep dip, a substance with
which we have net.the boueur te be acquainteti.
Before epening the eau jeter, bowever, the idea was
ferced upon us that if it betrayeti tee much of the
emeli of parafflu, the sheep migbt abject te have
any connexion with it. We were agrreeably sur-
priseti te finti that tbc natural emeéli bas beeu
neutralizeti, and, se far, as -we can jutige, cemplebely
se. This sheep wash je seld at 3d. per lb. It je
describeti by Mr. Fell as nen-peisonous, a thorougli
skin purifier, net injurions te -the bealth of the
animal, and. a decideti improver of the wool. It je
aise recommendeti as a cure for ail the ills that
dog-flesh je heir ta-euch as mange, tioke, fleas.

We cansider tbc progrees in the utilization of
refining waste bere evidenced te be of the utmost
Importance, and it will be o? etill greater import-
ance shioulti the brade in the staple produce o? re-
liners continue for auy leugth e? time in its present
unfortunate position.-The 011 Zade 1?eview.

,LUBRICATING PETROLEUM AS A SICCA-
TIVE OIL

Fram a -correspondent in West Virginia we have
recciveti a communication on the use of tbc heavy
petroleums-lubricating elle-as vehicles for pig-
mente. le believes thcy are equal andi, in sanie
cases, superior te linseed oil for this purpase. Ile
quoas ecientifie and other authorities in. support
o? his position. A series o? experiments wcre
made with lineeed oil andi Peunsylvania and West
Virginia beavy petroleume in a lighted roomi kept
nt 600 F. On met the liuseed ail dried in seven
days, the Penusylvania petroleum in nine daye.
On glass, linseeti dried in ten days, Peunsylvania
in eue montb, and West Virginia in seven days.
On wood, the "experiments shewed ln ten coatings,
ench. applied as sean as the preceding ceat was
dry; linseeti dry in thirby-six heurs, Penusylvania
petroleum in thirty-flve, Eand West Virginia in
tweuty-four.

The writer sys hie bas ceeu several'bouses, brick.
and -wood, whicli have been painted a year or more
witb this ail as a vebicle, and thus far tbc petrole-
umi paint stands as wcll as thiat mixed with linseeti.
The Baltimore aud Ohio Ralroati Company use
the petroleum for painting their cars andi consume
more for this purpose than for lubricating. -Other
statements arc made ta show that the lubricabing
petroleum is well fitted te take the place o? linseed
oul aud that it is very much cheaper.

We are net prepareti te view the substitution o?
this hydrgcarbou for tbc linseeti oit, se sanguinèly
as aur correspondent. .One o? the facte etateti by
him is that the petroleum oi] absorbs eue sixtieth
bhc amount o? oxygen that raw lineed oit dosa and
one fifteenth that o? boileti linsceti.. This may be
au advantage.. but we do net se understand it.
Iu drying, thc linseed ait dace net evaperate, but,
combiuing with exygen, ie transformed injte an
elastie gum which.holds thc particIce o? paint in

one mas. Petroleums holde in suspension rather
than in chemical combination a certain*,amount of
asphaltumn and paraffine. Whlen the cil ie evapo-
rated thore 'will be left thîs asphaltum or paraffine,
a brittie substance incapable of holding tbe paint
powder in éohesion. It may be, howevcr, that
used with litharge, japain, and a portion of liuseed
oil these heavy petroleume maybe adapted to soine
kinds of work and answer as well the 'purpose as
pure linseed oil.-Scienlüic Amnerican.

DANGER 0F OUR ARTIFICIAL LIGHTS.

On this subject the S&ientific .4merican says:
Oas explosions are alwaye the recuit of carelesonoe
or tbopghtlessness. lb is probably the lest dan-
gerous agent for producing light, cince tbc re-
linquishmenb of whale and lard ail for this purpose,
but bbe ignorance or thoughtleesness of people
make it sometimes a very dangerous substance.
Confined in pipes it is perfectly safe. It cannot
explode nor even buri until mixed with the oxygen
of the abmospbere, and it bas the valuable quhiity
of deuoting its preeuce wben mingled vith tbe
air we -breathe. In -thîs forrm it is dangerous, yet
wbcu a mater or the pipes located in a vanît or
dark cellar tenk, it ie teo common a -practice te
enter the roomi with a light to examine the ileak,
when of course an explosion takes place. This can
be readily prevented by firet veutilating the rocfm
through doors and windows. There can be ne
excuse for these accidents nor for the blowing out
of a gas ligbt leavîng the pipe open for the*escape
of the ga:s, atrick usually ascribed te country visi-
tors to cities, but net seldom performed by those
who should know better. Cases of death by
asphyxia in sleeping roome from this inexcusable
carelessnese are net unfrequent.'

Campbenc and burning fluid have beeu largely
eupers-eded by kerosene, yet thcy are stili used teý
a limited- extent, the fluid beiug burned by a wick
in the' ordinary manner or used te generate a gas
in the lamp iteîf In whatever manner employed
these mixtures of alcobol and turpentine are dan-
gerous, as many fatal accidents have proved. We
know of ne method of preventing the. danger at-
tendiug their use, and are glad they are going eut
of fashion. But it îrnty be doubted whebber in
exchanging them for kerosene we are net 11junp-
ing £rom the frying pan inte the flre."1

kerosene accidents are altogether tee commen.
It would semr that this bydro-carbon might be,
madie at least non-explosive; that lb ean be natie
non-inflammable is impossible without destroying
its light-preducing qualities. But many serions
andi fatal accidents are contin ally eccurring by ex-
plosions of keresene lamps. UA lw distillation et
the out weuld easily remove the more etherial sub-
stance in ite composition, whieh, at temperatuires,
net excessive, generate an explosive gais. There
shoulti be come simple mens of testing kerosene
te deteot tbc preeence of these volatile elemento.
Beyond that, only care in the use. ef keresene
promises te avert its dangers.

lb jecemmonly burnediin glass lampe. Now glass
je ene o? the meet unreliable*substances knewn,
and if net properly annealed will somebimes, eveu
when untoucheti, faîl in pieces as though shattered
by a blow. Very likely many of the so-ealled ex-


