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TORONTO AROHITECTURAL SKETCH CLUB.J N tie Canadian Institute, tuat home of Science and Art, tIse
birtiplace of so much educational and literary zeal, was

organized on the 2oth December, i88, the Toronto Architectural
Sketch Club.

To those te whose efforts its foiation is due, and to all inter-
ested members of the profession, the presert prospect of tie
Club's permanent success must be mest gratifying. In ais
unusually short space of lime, it las got into full running order,
the miembership list has been rapidly increased, the iost wide-
spread interest creased, snd tIe most kindly greetingsand offers
of co-operaîtion received fron sister art societies. lesides all
this, the Club has beu umost fortunatte in obtaining a club rooim
bothi comfortable and convenient, in tie lin building, corner
Queen and Victoria streets.

In response te the intimation in tie last nuber of tise CAN-
ADIAN ARCHITECT ANI) Uit.LER and to tIe circulars which

had been sent out, a thoroughly representative gathering of
architects, artists, draugltsien and others, was present at the
organizeation meeting. Mr. R. J. Hovenden, on request, took
the chair, and the business of the evening was coimenced by
the coimmittee on orgsmization iaking sthcir report. The smet-
ing ien resolved itself into the Club, and interesting addresses
were made by Mr. Jones and Mr. Blatchly of the Art Students'
Leagie, Mr. Forster of the Ontario Society of Artists, and Mr.
Curry of the Architectural Guild, in wihich ti y presented the
good vill of tsieir different organizations te tie neiw Club, and
gave it many words of encouiagemseint.

Mr. Joues, on beialf of the League, very kindly placed one of
the rooms of that organization at the disposai of the Club, until
such timte as arrangements for winter quarters could be complet-
ed. This offer vas gratefully accepted, sud a hearty vote of
thanks was* tendered te the League for its kindness. (As the
club has nov secured a roii of its own, it will no longer be
necessary te avail thesselves of this kind ofler).

The constitution and by-liws, as drafsed by the ceSaittee,
were then considered, and with sose isinor changes adopted.

The regular nights for meetings it was decided wouild bc on
the second and fouris Tuesdays of elachi monith, and it was
arrangecd tat one should be for seme technical lectures or
debate, while the etiser should Le devoted principally to tie dis-

cussion of the monthly sketch coipetition. These competitions,
of course, vill be the usost important feature of the Club's work,

and as planned, iill be mnost attractive forcis of study for tie

members. The idea suggested is, that the conditions of all the

comupetitions tiay be as liberal as possible, se that members iay
respond as tîme and fancy perits.

Tise election of officers ien took place, and the resuk of the

ballot was as follows :-lrcsident, Mr. Charles Leunox; Secre-
tary, Mr. A. H. Gregg ; Teastrer, Mr. Eruest Wilby ; Direct-
ors, Mr. Chas. J. Gibson; Mr. Relit. Dawson ; these five
form an Executive Comsmittee for the transaction of the business

of the Club.
The first meeting for " vork " ias ield at the tooms of the Art

League on January 4th. A very interesting paper on " Archi-
secturat Design " was read by Mr. C. J. Gibson, and elicited
some lively discussion. After tsis, tie members emuployed thems-

selves in sketching froms life.
one of tise most pleasing features of the organization is the

geseral enthusiasm of the membibers. Evidently the Club is the

outcome of long cherislsed iopes, and it certainly mucets a long-
feit vant. ln the club room, the imemisbers will always tave the
advantage not only of social interdourse, but also of mutual

professional aid.
An interesting and instructive programme for the winrter will

be provided, a nomber of papers already being promsised by well-

known architects.

With the mtensre use of tin rooling plates cam ie eractice of some
importers of offering cheap snd nasty plats, shinly coated snd fui of con-
cealed defecis Merchant & Co., of Phila lelphi, instituted the pratice of

guamnting cvery box of plates. thn stamping tie hibndt and tickntess
on every sheet, ad exetuding sters or defecive shtimts, und lity hy
branding the net weight of the nme sheets on each box, to satisfy tIhe cus
tomer that lie obtained full weight and just whai tie paid for.

ABILITY OF ARCHITECTS TO ESTIMATE."
WINNIPEG, MAN., Dec. 6th, 1889.

Editor Cauvoîs Ascuree an ilimno.
SIR,-It is so gratifying to Snd endeavours are being made

through tise medium of your valuable paper te educate the
general public te properly appreciate our profession, that i
venture te add my mnodest endorsement te the able letter by
"T Square," on the question of the ability of architects to
estimuate, and the systeim of providing contractors rith bills of
quantities. Tie modus oficrandi is, that after plans and speci-
ications are prepared, they are handed to a Quantity Surveyor,
who ineasures tie amounut cf labour and material, and classifies
under cach sute, thereby compiling a comsplete bill of ail tie
labour and material in the building, and the requisite numnber
of copies are lithsograpied. One of the items of the aforesaid
bill is, "sllowr for quantities," so that every one tendering
includes it in his estimate, and only the sicesafuil one lias te
pay.

Unless the systems is properly carried out and understood,
proprietors instructing architects are inclined to think tait, not
only arc they boundi by the quantities, and should itere be any
mistake made they have te pay for anything net in the bill, but
that the cost of preparing the quantities, and which is added to
each tender, increases the cast of the building iwithout any
considiesation to them. Now, wehile it is quite true the pro-
prietors are bound by tise quantities, .the rule cuts both ways,
the duty of the surveyor being that upon tIe completion of the
work, ie should smeasure the actual building and adjust the
account, adding to, or reducing fron, as tie case iay be, the
cost of additions or deductions Leing calculated opon the same
rates as tie priced bill upon ihich the tender is msade, and
which should be in cvery case deposited with the architect. I
have found in practice that unless alterations in the plans are
made, deductions tmore often occur than additions, ani should
the costrary be the case, the surveyor secs tiat only work
actually done is paid for, which no honest man iwould object te.
Tiserefore the proprietor, as much as architect or contractor, is
benefited by the valiable setvices of dite quantity surveyor, and
should Le paid by hii.

Aithougi anny architects make a practice of taking out
quantities for tieir own protection and guidance in issuing pro-
gressive certificates, yet, by doing so, they are performaing
another professional mais work without being paid for it. A
quantity surveyor in England is a distinct profession, and when
he and his services are recognized iere, ue may look for closer
tendering, and a sacre healthy state for both the profession and
contractors.

i will close this, i fear, already tedious letter, by calling your
attention to the existing lait in Manitoba, and for what i know
in other parts of Canada, which thoroughly ignores architects.
Therefore steps should Le taken ta place us on a par with other
professions. i allude to the statute setting out the fees to be
paid te professionail witnesses, irhici will be fournd to mention
doctors, lawyers, engineers and land surveyors only.

Yours faithfolly,
ARTHUR T. TiMEWELL.

"CANADIAN ARCHITECT AND BUILDER" SERIES OF
PRIZE COMPETITIONS.

T H E followIng ce list f e msstiions n Archt t ura sbjeets which
we have decided te hold during the winter

nst.-Pans Of a serving pastry. sou square fet in sizc, showing cup.
tbosards, iseiving, eîc.,oaish detaitsofisamte. Panus toibe sentcinuonorbfoe
s tebruary next. irst prizte, $5; second, One years siuscripion to

CANAsIAN ARcmTEcT ANcD BUILDER.
and.-Dsigtns with destils for front rnd vestibule doors, with plan of

vesibute. Designs to be sent in on or beforerst Fob., i8g. Fist pirie,

$5: secndl, one yeers subsciption C. A. & B.

3rd.-Details of tIs interior of a smal house t include those for sair,
case, doors, architrave, base aid windows. Desigus to be sent in on or
before isu March, s89e. Firi prise. $10; csecn, one yrs subscription
to C. A. & t.

4tII.-Desigu wilth details for four manseis, Iwo of wood, onc of brick nd
one of stoine. Designs to.be sent in on or before ist April, age. First
prize, $5; sccond, one year's subscription C. A. & B.

5 t.-Three designs with details, for front fence. Designs to be sent in

January, So


