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the unpleasant fact may be useful in guiding
the future conduct of the Government. No
company should be allowed to traffic in
land. The advantage of obtaining an early
settlement of some districts of country, if a
land company really achieves that result, is
dearly purchased in the enhanced price
which the actual cultivator lias to pay. The
Canada Company certainly did not obtain a
rapid settlement of its lands in the begin-

ning, for something like. twenty years

elapsed before it was able to sell enough to
give it the means of paying a dividend.

The Canada Company's original purchase

was made from the Home Government at

such a nominal figure as to make the trans-

action wear rather the appearance of a gift
than a sale. Since then the Canadian Gov-

ernment was inveigled into selling a num-
ber of townships to another land company,
and latterly the Dominion Government has
repeated the error in Manitoba. There is,
therefore, a real necessity for protesting
against the further repetition of this grave
blunder.
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something the value or desirability of which

they in no wise apprehend.
This being the situation, the officers and

agents of life insurance companies have new

duties to perforni to achieve success. The

people having learned that there is not any

necessary mystery about the business, will
demand more detailed information of the

companies whicl. ask for their patronage
than bas hitherto been vouchsafed to them.
They will demand*to know more in detail
about the character of the investments made
by companies and the methods of making
them; they will demand more information
about the expenditures incidental to man-
agement and the reasons which justify those
expenditures than lias been heretofore
given them ; they will demand information
somewhat in detail as to the payments for
deaths in comnpanies, and whether these pay-
ments are excessive or in proper proportion
to the expectation. And it cannot be said

that they are not justly entitled to all this

information."

LIVING BEYOND ONE'S MEANS.
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) ' He is said to have lived beyond his means, t

PRACTICE. is the concluding sentence of an item in a re- a
cent number of the Globe, announcing the defal- o

In an article remarking the sensitiveness cation of an efficient officer in one of the de- fi
of public opinion upon this subject in view partments of the Ontario Government. i
of late disclosures, and recommending the Unhappily, there have been of late only too n
Life Companies of the United States to give many instances of defalcation with precisely c
tbe public the fullest information regarding the sanie impelling cause, either made public or a
thernselves, the New York Spectator says :- privately known te tbe friends of tbe defaulter. t
" The reaction after several years cf unlini- Sometimes these occur in warebouses, some. t

ited and indiscriminate confidence has takeni timies if banks, and here new is a case demon- t

place, and is just at this tinse very powerful. stratif g that an embezzlement disturbs tbe t

The mystery which lias surrounded and been serenity and respectability even cf the Civil

supposed te necessarily attach to the opera- Service, t

tiens cf life insurance companies lias been in It is dîfficult te perceive, at first sight, wby
a grat egre dipelld dringthepastsixthe officer in question should bave liad recourse

aonths. Howmlire sponsibihity forn thssis te fraud; lie was well situated in respect of bis
monts. Hw mch rsrosibiityfor hisoffice, an agreeable post, net over tasked, but

mystery is jmîstly chargeable te the compa- with a position of sufficient responsibility and
dies themselves no matter ; it is in a large emolument te bave impelled bum te respect
measure dispelled, and intelligent observers himself and bonor bis employers, whilst living
of current event.s have learnied that there is comfortably. He bad net the weight of a large
nothing mysterious about the workings of a family upen bis mmnd or purse te clothe or edu-
well-conducted life insurance company any cate, was net driven by pressure cf responsibility
more than there is about the workings cf a or over-werk te recreations that are expensive

bank or xnanuifacturirg company. Lt is now while deemed necessary te maintain bealth; lie

generally ursderstood that the calculations as was fet even expected froni bis position, as

te longevity and death rate are based upon many others are, te upheld a certain display or

the mortality tables, interpreted by the ligbt te entertain. What thon did lie do te drive

cf medical and physiological science, and ail him te embezzlement-not once, it appoars, but

the mathematies are but variations cf and repeatedly--and te the extent, in two years, of
dedutios frm te siplepropsitons hatfive tbousand dollars ?

de dto from forhhesim posios that We may possibly find the cause cf this defal-
two nd wo ake our an thesumis om-catien, as eof many more, ini the exaggerated

posed of ail the parts and ascertained by put- notions tee often fermed, of wbat some
ting thern together. 'Actuarial mysteries'3 terni the coniforts, and wbat others tee
will no longyer serve te overwhelin the unini- readily learn te esteem the necessaries
tiated, and fill themn with awe and reverence of liCe. One bears, for example, complaints
and bewilder th,3m into payilig mc ney for that the salaries paid in government de-

rtments are too small to enable people

live comfortably and to maintain a

spectable appearance. It is objected, too,
at salaries in other lines of life are not keep-
g pace with the expenses of living, and there

ay be some truth in the statement. But is it
t equally true, and far less realised, that the
ndency of the day and generation is toward a
yle of living and a scale of expenditure that is
needless as it is wasteful ? Dame Fashion is
acting, it is true, and those who will be
shionable can find modes of spending dollars,
ten in gratifying ber demands where cents
ould do if only the needs of simple prudence
ere satisfied. " Comfort" is a relative term;
d what may be regarded as simply domestic
mforts now a-days, were not long since con-
dered luxuries by people of the same station
life. Similarly, the 'necessaries' of many a

an's daily life include items which to another
ay seem pure extravagances;'and it is astonish-
g how soon men reach the stage of tasteful
ntentment which is satirized thus: " Little I

sk; my wants are few; I only wish a hut of
one, a vcry plain brown stonewill'do." There
e numbers of men on salaries who make
o pretensions to what they would describe
s the luxuries of carriage and horses, large
arties, balls, seaside or club life, who yet load
ieir income with such supposed 'necessaries'
s cab-hire to or from their dwelling, spirits
r wine on their table, and a style of dressing,
urnishing, eating, which is extravagant because
i their case it cannot be afforded. Many con-
it the mistake of laying down for thenselves a

ertain mode of living which is conventional
nd therefore to their minds, necessary, and
lien stretching their salaries in vain to cover
lie expense; whereas the true plan is to take
he income as a starting point, and regulate
heir expenses by it.

A dainty appetite may be a very innocent
hing, and a cultivated taste eminently proper
and becoming; but when to indulge either the
one or the other, a man is driven to keep his
grocer waiting for his account, it is time to curb
his appetite. When he goes so far as to over-

draw bis salary or is tempted to rob his employer,

it is high time to crush his false wants and to

learn that :
If the wats of his pride be great,

The needs of his health are smail.

-A business man calls our attention to

a method adopted by his firn, of notifying the

due date of open accounts and requesting PaY-

meit of the sane. He says, IWe found that

a large amount of money in the shape Of Opein

accounts was constantly overdue and havifig

noticed the method used by an Aierican firin
to collect under like circumstances, we deter-

mined to adopt it, as follows :-Whenelve re

open account of less than 1oo b maoS due,
....~~... tment ofaCC~

we mail to that aebtor a
having attached to it a notice to thCe fllOwig
effect: ' SIR.-(date), In the absee Of advice

from you, we shaîl draw t - days sight for the

above amount, with bank commission added,


