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Ilercantile Summary

THE Hamilton City Council last week
assed a by-law to appoint an official
rbitrator lor that city.

THE town of Fraserville, Que., has
ranted a bonus of $1o,ooo to the firm
f Donald Fraser .& Co., clothing manu-
.cturers, at Montreal.
R. B. HUTCHINSON is opening a new

'holesale jobbing woolen business in
Wellington street west. He will deal
rincipally in Canadian fabrics.

THE Cape Breton Railway Extension
o., formed for the purpose of building
road from Point Tupper to Louisburg,

s making preparations to begin the work.

IN connection with the projected road
rom Princeton to Hope, to open up the
'ast Similkameen country, a proposition
has been submitted to strengthen it with
heet iron rails. Though somewhat
novel to most people, this idea has passed
he experimental stage. as in the East;ern
States their advantage has been proved
more than once in enabling the drawing
of very heavy loads otherwise impos-
sible.

THE reciprocity convention between
Trinidad and the United States was not
ratified within the legal period, i.e., six
months from February 13th, so that that
island is now free to form trade connec-
tions in whatever direction its Govern-
ment may choose. In view of the strong
feeling there in favor of preferential tradd
within the Empire, it is hoped that the
Canadian Government will not lose the
opportunity to renew negotiations lead-
ing to an increased interchange of pro-
ducts between the two countries.

ANOTHER young clerk, who thought to
better his position, has met with disap-
pointment. Stanislas Duhamel started a
small grocery business at Montreal ten
months ago, with $8oo, and his assign-
ment is now reported. Other small
failures noted are those of Mrs. E.
Mathieu, dry goods, Montreal; Mrs.
Ed. Fauteux & Co., doing a millinery
business at the same place, and Mrs.
N. Fortin, dry goods, at Quebec. J. V.
Veintroube, clothier, at Quebec, is also
reported in trouble, and stock under
seizure. He is a brother-in-law of M.
Bernstein, wholesale clothier, of Mont-
real, lately failed.

ONE of the largest failures in Montreal
for some weeks past is that of Austin &
Robertson, wholesale stationers, who have
assigned to J. McD. Hains, with lia-

bilities of over $1oo,ooo. The assignment

of the firm is due primarily to the recent
failure of the Farmers' & Merchants'
Bank, of Rockfort, Mich., in which the

firm were interested through their con-

nection with the rebuilding of a paper
mill at Rockfort, where they had sustain-
ed severe losses by fire. The firm's re-

sources were further taxed by the pay-

ing out a few years ago of the interests
of deceased and other partners in the

business here, together with losses sus-
tained in a law suit, amounting to some

$ 10,ooo. General regret is felt in business
circles for the difficulties of the firm.

Corner King and Victoria Streets,
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