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In the cuirreît, îunîibc-r of the ilrmqu ald Xclvy Gazette .11 ipc:irs the
beginining of a contiinîaed article on the failings of the Etiglislî rural

voltinteer corps, frein whiclh it wotiîd scein thait tliese are laboring tinder

similar di*tdvattages to, and are îaot itucl more efflicient timan, otur owvn

rural battalivmas, niotwithstanding timat tlîey have paid instrmetors an(l

adjutants. Complaint is made thait in comsequence of the bad systena,
involving lack of proper discipline, the class of memi coninig forward as

oflicers hlis been rapiIl1y lowered, wvlile the clam.' of rank anîd file nattu-
r:illy falis in sympathv; and so uinquidifle(l men, without the nece.ss-ary

nîeans, sire foilîd i conîmiands. Privittes are said not ta bo thorougll

drilled as recrilits, and cotnseqttently go throtugl tlieir whole service iii

a liniping way, and the i xmsketry instruction seoins to be as great a

farce as it is liera. We shall look forwvard with itîteres~t to the rente-

dies proposeil for those defeutq, whichi are certainly shared by us ini

cominon wita our Emiglisit co.%voiketrs, anîd wlmich 'vo derive a certain

motirnfil satisfactionî ità con tenm lat ing.

List wvee1c's Iris& Ganadian goes ont of itî way to liava a fiing at

the b>andl of the Govetrnor.(l onerîîl's Foot Gitards. Its Ottawva corres-

pendcnt, dcscribing' the paerformnmce givemi ii the opera homase onl St.
Patrick's day l'y a local Iiterary association for wlmicm thmat celebrated

and lmoly Seotcîmîîm liad been ia&d to fstamîd( godfat.hcr, saîva (we give

the sente-nce verbatini et literi-in): Il The orchestra wvag furmishied. liy

the Gitard band, at one timie considered the best in ' ,antada but now

positivcly the very worst ini America. If' it cauinot, n*lind its wa .ys, 'ith-
ii a measuirable period of time it should be dissolved, or lietter stili,
dispatched to the North-vest to scatre rebellions Indians. After this
fatrcical f'anfure lmad blumîdcred tlmrough. a choice collection of Irish ai1r8,
cacdi elle of vhichi it ilituderd-if I May uise the Word-'the concert
began." Anyone who knows tîuis fine band must wonder nt such a
condeniaaantion, but ilia expinnation is simple. l'he band actualiy had
the aîîdacity to pday IIGod save the Quecai " at the enad of thp perforni-
alice, wvhere Ila selection " was aiinotimuced on the litogramnie sa as to
obviate the necessitv for stich action. Air. Boiiier, the bandister,
wvas iii fitet miade to iunderstual îulainlv thmat he iail offended thme ofllcial.3
by plIayim se disloviil a fuite, and had the harililiood to reply that
wherever the (huards' bandl wesit Llmey proposed ta flnisli their pro-
gramme wvitu Il God stve the Qtteen," aud whîoev'er did flot wziant that
slîotld uiot geL tha bandl. Further conin ment wotild bc su1uerflî:ou.s.

On the faturth of next muontm tlue local sportsmen proposeholdimg
a pigeon slîooting ta IIrnammîm1ent here, when prizes a£rgregating a tluomsand
dollars in gold will be oillered for competition uinder the auspices of the
St. Huibert Gtnîî Citil>. 'he chief match tvili be 21 birds, 26 yards rise,,

100 Yards bolindary, D)ominion villes, outrance fec $10. It is sîSO paro-

pose.l ta hold at the saine timie a convention of the several Canadian
gini clubs for the j>îrp)oso of organiizing, a D)ominion (kmîi A.siociation,
whichi shotild regthat.a shot-gun shiootiing throughoût the country, lmold
an annual nmeetinmg of 'vhicli a prize tournanieit, shoul bc an important
featuro, and tàke cognizance of the varionse gante laws of tmo several

provinces, wih a view ta make efforts for thoir arneuudient wlien
xmcessabrýy. Rifle shooting and shot-gina shooting, are flot se radilally
ulifferent that we as rifleruuen (Io flot feel iintcrested iii wlîat our sporting
friends are doing, especially now thi tt aut ag,,itation for moving taîrgets
lias been begimn, and the gmt clubs of time coumntry shotuhd lue a good
traiuine scimool foi, otit- comiîîgg (enerittion of rifle idiots,. We the. efoî'e
look for'vard wviLl iiuterwit ta the npproaclîing gin tounaaunt.

Saitrdy's general orders aire moore Llîan ordiamarily interestiusg,.
contaiîîing, as they dIo, st-veral important aunottnceineiits. <'711 tirst
details tha arranîgements imiade b)y the governent for tie suipply of
Miniature medals, arad reproduaces froni te Qtieetu's reguation'ýthe riles
for wve.iair muedalî bath lreanti miniature, and thae fou*uns4 to be
followed iii case of Iwis of niedals. 'frite second ordlei forinally cousgti-
taîted a cl;îss afi uneaaujeloyed ollicers oui thei aneivo list, whmîch .wilh coli-
sist of slllîs(tiitive fieldl ollicers alud captains of Lime active iniitia, amui
of graditates of Lime B.M 0~I.; aiso of' nion-couatiia-nt ollicer ax~lvimg hmoilor-
ary or relative mank of fid officer or- caîut:îi. TIratisfers Vo Liai.4 lit
wvill be restricted to mxen having gaoa. and jsurtictular recor(be, aînd whuen
they pass the agp limnit tliey wiIl h;o retired. The followiung mnies
appear thuis week: Lieut.-CoI. Pauuet, De)uty Minister of Militia;
Lieut.4CO1. Bacon, Secret4trv D.R.A.; Lieiit.-Gol. àuacdouuih, M alitia
Depart.iiient; Capt. Perlev, Engineer Ofrneer at lleatdqitariter4, and Capt.


