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laid up in bed witli a painful rheumatic affection of one of her feet,

which, after bathing and wrapping with Ecthol, to my surprise

was about the house again the next day. She swears by it, and will

not allow me te be without it. 1 have also found it excellent in pru-

ritus ani and erysipelas. 1 prescribe it through a druggist'in New-

burg, and have bought thrce bottles for myscîf.' 1 arn now uisingc it

in a case of ulcer in an old man, on the bottom of his foot, which is

healing.-G. A. Gorse, M.D., Meadowbrook, N.Y.

LAXATIVE PROPERTIES OF PIIENOLPITHALEIN.-Pllenolphthalein
(dioxytriphenylpbth a]ide), C20Hl1404, is obtaincd by causing con-

eentrated sulphurie acid to act upon phthalic anhydride. In the

pure state, it occurs as a white or faintly yellowish crystalline pow-

der, devoid of taste, readily soluble in aleohol, but sparingly soluble

in water. Up to a few years ago it was known to pharmacists only

as an indicator. In 1902 the laxative properties of pheniolphthalein

were discovered, and accidcn.tally at that. The substance was used

as a means of distingutisbing a certain wine, and it was found that

this wine ecaused diarrbea. Phenolphtbalein was then examined and

found to bave a laxative action when administcred in small doses.

Since that time it has been introcluced by enterprising firms under

various fanciful names .......... As regards its

fate in the system, it bas been maintained that the drugo remains
unehangcd in the acid stomnach, but probably in the aikçaline intes-

tinal fluid forms a sodium compound-a very indiffusible sait of

higli osmotic pressure, whieh leads to the accumulation of much

fluid in the bowels. Phenolphthalein appears to be absorbed only

te a very sligbt degrce, and to tbat extent te be excreted by the

kiducys. According to Dr. Oscar Schwartz (Mîo ch. med. Wochen-

sclir., 26, 1903), out of 3 grammes given to a ýdogr, 2.55 grammes

were recovered from the exereta; 10-gramme doses had no distinct

effeet on the elimination of suiphates in the animal, so there can be

littie or no decomposition with elimination of phenol in the system.

'When the urine is acid, as in health, tbe administration' of phe-

nolphtbalein causes no coloration of that exeretion. but when the

urine is aikaline or nieutral, it proýduces a deep crimson-red color.

Tunicliff e (Brit. Med. Jourit., October 18, 1902), Vamossy (Mwncli.

med. Wochieischr., 26, 1903), and others laud the laxative action of

phenolphthalein. They dlaim that it neyer causes any violent

diarrhea or colie, that it *does not irritate the kidncys, and that its

depressant action on the circulation is less than that of magnesium


