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in optimistie (lreanms not having their fouindation on sound logic
or fact. The LaId facts are-we mlust hiell whiere we cari, or
somne will perishi who miglit be rescuied. There is no doubt the
world in each cycle must grow better. XVhat we do in our
generation should lie (lone on sounid foundation and in a practical
way to recommend it to those who follow an(l carry on the work
eof prso and social reformi.

TIIE RELAPSED CRIMINAL.

RECIDIVISM.

The great plague of society is the recidivist. He is thie man
-or woman who lias goîie to lprison lialf-a-dozen times, or it miay
be fifty or a hundred. Ini soine couintries a criiiinal who lias
l)een in prison txvo or three tinies is regarded as a recidivîst
without reference to the nîatuire of luis offence. LTnder the
German systemn lie is regarded as a recidivist only when lie
repeats his offence.

Thiere are recîdivists wlio are professional and anti-social.
It is the latter, whetlier lie lie a general recidivist, coinmitting a
variety of crimes, or a special recidivist, confiniiîg his infrac-
tions to a single hune, wlio is mnost (langerons. The real probleni
in (lealing with tis inatter is to distinguishi between the acci-
dental or occasional, and tlîe habituai criixiai.

DISCIIARGEI> PRISONERS ANI) REcIDIVISTS.

\'e cannot sellarate the proper treattient of 1 )aroled 1 )risoners

froin the large and impilortanit question of pîrison administration.

\Vhexî a mani returns to prso a second or tiîird tnîuie it inay Le
becanise \\lienî lie xvent onit of prison lie 'vas not prolierly e(lucated

to go back into society, or it îîuay be 'becatise society ivas not

l>roî>erly e(lucate(l or prepare(l to receive imii. If tlie convict
lias learlle(l a tra(le thogithe induhstrial agenicies of the p)rison
wliîch lie at the l>asis of ail imnipro vel'le"it, it is 'lot s0 dlifficlt to
pulace 1dm.ii But, i f a ixan coies ont of pisoni \ýitihont in(lnstrial
funldamentals îniculcated into his habits, it is liard to tel] wlich
is the more ileleC5, tue 1 rsoner wIl( asks for work or tue inan

Nvllo wotnld hike to hefrîeixd liiiii liy gîving hîmn emiployiuient. 1
bave coie to the conclusion thaýt efforts of tlîis character, to lie

effective and lastnîlg, ilnsi be carrie(i o1 as a suppleintary
agency whexx le leaves the priso n, f0oowed ni> otitside by ail

the lietter influences for Ilis rlaittoi.As a mile the jiaroled

hirisonler illeets an, a1uathet ic anid soinetinies hostile feeling ini
Society Mi'len lue I)eegîîs to i weatlie the atmnospliere of freedomn.


