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throughout our whole country and found its
way also into our Mission fields. Its recent
Convention in Boston has bezn a joy and an en-
coursgement to all our people, and the General
Convention, as the representatives of the Church,
cannot fail to render it their grateful thanks,
and to wish for it in the futurc the abundance
of God’s blessing, as it has so largely had it in
the past. Its work is for young men—the boue
and sinew of the Church—and its work is for
the Church at large, through the power of con-
secratea Christian manhood, . The * Rule of
Prayer” and the * Rule of Servico,” how they
lio at the foundation of all our work for God!
May God give to all these young men grace
faithfully to observe theso rules, and grant
“that they may both perceivo and know what
things they ought to do, and also may have
graco and power faithiully to fultil the same,
through our Lord Jesus Christ,”

The Brotherhood has won, as it deserves, the
confidence of Bishops and clergy. No Parish
Priest loses anything by placing liberty or re-
sponsibility in tho hands of laymen; but the
provision 13 made for the withdrawal of this
power if it is absurd.

6th.—All active members must be Baptized
men. All officers and delegates must be Com-
municants of the Church,

The wisdom of these provisions is at once ap-
parent. A man will have no confidence in your
preaching unless you make some endeavor to
have your practice correspond. The Brother-
hood as a Spiritual order, working on Church
lines, needs Spiritual men in places of re<ponsi-
bility.

There is no time left me for illustrations of
the eifects of Brothorhood work,—both upon the
secker and tho man sought—though they are
not Iacking, But in closing I would say that
if in any parish there are two or threo devout
luymen who value their Christinn privileges,
there is a duty and an opportunity before them
to further the causo of their Master, And to
any Purish Priest who recogrizes that material
among his flock I would unhiesitatingly say, if
you would have your Parish do the greatest
good in the community, and if you wish to
strengthen the lives of faith of your young men,
appeul to them to undertake this blesked work
for Christ, uniting with the manhood of the
Christiun Church in prayer and labor tor His
Ringdom,

MINISTERIAL RECIPROCITY
RANCE.
By rue Rr. Rev. C. C. Grarrox, 1.1, Bishop
of Fond du Lac,

A BIND-

The divisions of Christians hinder the work of
the Holy Spirit. We ought, therefore to scek
the union of all Christiang and for Christ’s sake.
To desire a union of all Protestant bolies to
fight the Roman Catholics is an instigation of
Sawtan,  Until our love emberaces all Chrirtians
we have not divine chavity, To desire the for-
mation of u great religions trust corporation in
order to guin greater power thereby is a mark
of an unsanctified heart. The Church which
Christ, tho Boginning of the new croation,
founded i3 one Body and is a spiritual orranism
which i3 to last forever, As Christ is our
Saviour so this Church is our spiritnal mother ;

and the loyalty of every Christian is due, not to
any one ot the divisions in Christendom, which
man’s sin’s have made, or to any ooe of the
secicties which man’s skill has formed, but to
the Church which Christ founded—the Church
of Apostolic organization, doctrine, fellowship
and sacraments; and in which the Holy Ghost,
descending once for all at Pentecost, abides to

this day. This Body, like that of Christ on the
cross, has become by man's sins dislocated.  All
the bones are out of joint, though not not one of
them is broken. Loyalty to Christ should lead
overyChristian to make reparation to everyother
Christian for his share in the wrongdoing, and
willingly to sacriice afiiliation with overy
human organization to the furtheranco of restor-
od union,  The Holy Spirit sirives with our
hearts. Tho dislocated Budy pleads with us
for this resetting. Will the opening of our pul-
pits to our Christian brethren, who are ministors
in some of the modern socicties, be an aid to
union ?

The result of doing 8o, unless such ministors
were conditionally ordained by our Bishops,
would be that « large number of our clergy and
lnity would bo so unsettled that they would
ieave our communion, And in respect of our
now separated Christiun bretbren, it would only
lead to further estrangement; for it would not
be such an open and honorable treatment as
they could accept ; because to admit them by
episcopal or canonical licenso to our pulpits
ouly, and not let them celebrate at ouwr altars,
would not he to recognize their equality, but
to adwit them to act as liconsed lay readers,
This plan, therefore, would not aid union but
hinder it.

We must all have patienco and pray and seek
to know one another better beforo the desired
union can be brought about, One fact is fust
becoming common property, and that is, that as
the Apostles passed away and more complete
provizsion had to bo muade for the Church's
government, Kpiscopacy—and especially by St,
John, who was the last survivor of the Apostles,
and the special medium of communication be-
tween the ascended Lord and his Church—be-
camo established. 1t was the almost universul
form of Church government for fifteen conturies
and is that of fowr-fifths of all Christians living to-
day. Unless wo disbelievo in the guiding
presence of Christ and the Holy Spirit in his
Churehy, a result, with antecedents of such anti-
quity, petmanence and almost universality, ro-
veuls 1o us the mind of God and his way of pre-
serving unity. Ought we not to heed it ?

But our separated brethren grently mistuke
us i they do not understand that we are willing
to acknowledge faults on our side, and that wo
prize Episcopacy especially becauso it preserves
to us the priesthood wud sucraments, confirma-
‘tion and other means of grace which to them
aro wanting, And asa consequence, a3 tosted
by the best class of devotional writers and
Christinng on either side, the ideal of welf-sacri-
ficing saintliness and the attainment of a super-
natural union with God, is higher under the
sacramental system of the Church than olse-
where.  What the Christian consciousness of
four-fifths of Christians have found so helpful
amd precions wo desire the other fifth to possess
also. As Christinns they are entitled to all the
menns the dear Lord left for their advancement
in sanctity, and where they now are they have
not got them sud do not realize their loss.

Let me point out, in conclusion,the reul burrier
to union. It is not that we Episcopalians do
not recognize the ministry of the other Chris-
tian bodies. Ve do. We ucknowledgo their
ministers to bo just what they claim to be—i.e.,
ministers or preachers. They don't claim fo be
priests. Surcly wo cannot be charged with
narrowness or illiberality in denying them to be
what they repudiate, We acknowledgo their
ministry as preachers of the Word. Let them
acknowledge ours us priests, which is what we
claim to be, and a reconcilintion and union can
ake place. They need not give up their congro-
gations, but might earry on their ministrations
as socicties within the Church, either receiving
the sacraments from its priests or from those
among themselves who had been by our Bishops
conditionally ordained.—Church Eclectic.

Fond du Lac, Wis.

WHY DO WE KEEP THE FIRST DAY OF
THE WEEK, SUNDAY, AS A HOLY
DAY, AND NOT THE SEVENTU
OR SATURDAY ?

BY THE RT. REV, d, ¥. SEYMOUR, 1.1}, LL.D,

The groat fostival of Jaster, which has just
pnssed, suggested this quostion, and wo answor,
We have mado the chango from the seventh duy
to the first day, from Suturday to Sunday, on
tho authority of the One, Inly Catholie, and
Apostolie Church of Christ.

With one consent, all branchos of tho historic
Church, ns thoy emergoe from tho past, are unit-
ed in their practice in substituting the day on

which Christ roso from the doad, the day on
which the Holy Ghost descended and baptizod
the first beliovers on Christ, n3 the day to bo sot
apart a3 holy unto tho Lord, instead of tho
seventh day as spocified in the Decaloguo.

The change is one of detuil, not of pl‘iuciLﬂo.
Wo eannot concsive of the Church of God
“ordaining anything contrary to God's Word
writlen.” This the whole Catholic Chnreh as
tho body of Christ has never done,  Univorsal
tradition has never eontradictod, and cannot con-
tradict, Holy Scripturo or itself, Individunl
branches of tho Church may give the lie Lo the
Bible and tradition, as doos tho Church of Rome,
for exnmple,in tho Inter agos in the matter of the
government of the Chureh.  Christ constituted
that governmont as u corporation of equals
under Himself, as the supremo und only [foad ;
the Roman branch of tho Church hag changed
the principle of this policy from the corporation
of a number of equals intoan absolute monurchy.
This revolntion strikes at the fundumental
principlo established by the Divine Mastor in
Person, and with parting words to [Tis disciples,
and by the univorsal practice of the Chnreh
without exception in the firat ages, and in thoso
later days, with the sole oxeeplion of modern
Romanism bearing witness aguinst itselt, that
its present polity is a flat contradiction to God's
written Word (St. Matt, xxviii, 18) and uni-
versa] tradition,

The change from the seventh day fo the first
is, as we havo said, achange indetail simply and
not of principle. The principle luid down in
the fuurth commandment of God's moral law is
that one-soventh part of man's time is to be sot
apart and dedieated to God,  The detail under
that principle was the specification of the
seventh, vr lust seventh of the soven portions
into which titno was divided, a4 the one to be
observed. The principleis oboyed just as sucrod-
ly and fully when the first soventh of the seven
portions is kept, as when the seventh of the
seven portions is regarded as the Lord’ Day.
The universal tradition of the Church, therefore,
in giving us, Christinns, tho lirst day as our
holiday, instead of tho soventh dny ns Giod gave
to the Jews,does not in the slighlest dogree touch
tho principle of the moral law ; it only affocts o
dotail, and the uuthority is the same which
malkes tho substitution asis that which publish-
ed the original law ; it iy tho voico of God which
apeaks in univeranl tradition us well us in tho
written Word. To assert that the Church is
the witness and keeper of Haly Scriptuve i+ to
cluim for her all the authority which is nec-
essary for hor to boar witness to the will of God
in changing the detail of the time for keoping
the Sabbath from the seventh day to the first.

Which is the greater concossion Lo the
authority of the Church, to allow that she can
tell us what is the Word of God, and what is not,
or to follow her in changing u dotail as to the
observanco of the Sabbath ?

It is one of the paradoxes of this enlightened
age, that men who boast that they are guided
by reason and not by caprice and projudice and



