-

THE CHURCH GUARDIAN

ely make. choice of fit' persons lo
in/ the .sacred “ministry ” of  the Church ?
Fastingiand iprayer, at:these: seasons, belong to
the laity*as well as ‘the clergy. If uniting these
dutiés’the prayers of g/ the faithful are offered,
who can; measure the:benefits which must result,
not only.in;faithful, but also effective service ?
—Michigan: Church Life. '

' MINISTERIAL GOMPETITION,

‘The pérsona] competition of ministers which
the present popular notions of Christian unity
are‘bringing 6" the front is likely to be even
worse a5 a system’ than the former coMipetition
of denominational organizations. If there is no
reason or principle why a-man should be a
Baptist, Presbyterian or Methodist, or any one
rather than another, then the field is swept clear
for personal individual rivalries, and Church
membership is nothing but personal following.
No doubt this is what the world wants, and calls
charity and -progress. There is no element of
loyalty'to God init. * Preaching in the Gospel”
becomes a trade and any clever man or youthful
prodigy may set up a conventicle anywhere, and
if he can make himself a Jittle more sensaticnal
or notorious than his rivals, will not lack for
*‘ audiences,” Thus many experiments are tried,
the need -of a neighborhood for a new church,
being chiefly the need of a new trade, that has
10 trade union restrictions, for a place to exer-
cise itself in.” Then comes the spectacle of a
temporary furor for the new preacher, tabernacle-
building, unlimited expenditure -and debt, and
final collapse, when the rocket that went up ina
blaze coities down as a stick.

What a contrast to this is the Church system
which. regulatés by law every admission to the
ministry, and no less by law evéry organization
of a new parish or mission ; and gives permanent
training to’its people, in loyalty not to a priest
or “the miinister " but to Christ— ke Church
Fclectic, Utita, NV.Y.

————
THEATRIOAL AMUSEMENTS,

The Bishop of Dunham has given some wise
eounsel to a perplexed soulin his diocese on the
question of theatrical amusements. Dr. West-
cott says thalthe theatre has caused him great
perplexity from his early days. lie can see no
reason why dramatic representations should not
be s6"conducted as not only to afford innocent
recreation. but to.do positive good. He feels
that.the conditions under which they are given,
for:the most:part, in England, are certainly un-
favorable to a healthy effect, but, he adds,

_« this need not be so; and I think that in Eng-
-land the | theatre could be made as helpful as
the “concert:room.” I. have not been to the
theatre: since my early- boyhood, and I do not
think that a play could give me either profit or
pleasure,” ‘The ‘best acting, as far as I can
judge, falls .far below my ideal,.and for me the
excitement would not be good. ButI dare not
judge others' by myself. The only rule Ican
offer, and-seek to follow, is to consider whether
I find that a particular amurement helps me to
do my work better. Then'I.can regard:itasa
gift : of-:God. 'to:7be *used with a* view to His
Tgepvice M T s e
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" THE OOLOR OF A STOLE."

There is one phrase that has done so much
service of late in casting a reflection upon those
who would shew a reverent care for holy things,
that we think it might be treated as “worn out”
now, and entitled to z rest. The expression is,
‘“the color of a stole,” the implication being that
he who cares for the color of his stole can have
no ming for anything higher or more important.
The color of vestments was surely of some
importance when the book Leviticus was written,
and the order of the Jewish ritual set forth, It
was sutely of importance when St. John wrate
the Apocalypse, and gave to the church his
vision of the leavenly order. Some years ago
the Bishop of Litchfield wrote these words :
“ The care of sacred things is not an idolatry of
inanimate matter, but a recognition of the unseen
God to Whose service they had been dedicated.
It has been deemed worthy of record in the
Gospel that had when Christ ended his reading,
He closed the book and handed it to the minis-
ter, to be, no doubt, deposited in the proper
place, to be preserved from injury and desecra-
tion. No event ever happened on earth more
awful than the Resurrection, yet it was a work
not unworthy of the care of the Angels, even at
the solemn season, to lay the linen clothes by
themselves and wrap the napkin that was about
the head in a place by itsef. Even the linen
cloth which had touched the most holy sin-
offering was holy in the sight of those heavenly
ministers.”—Michigan Church Life.

THE BISHOP OF DER#Y ON THE EX-
TERNALS OF RELIGION.

Sometimes they were told that the externals
of religion were not of importance, and that
when we have the true spirit of worship, that it
does not matter what the Church is like, He
seemed to think that this view was particularly
due to a body over whose bier he did not think
a tear had ever been shed by a bishop, cleric, or
layman. He referred to the Jate Irish Ecclesi-
astical Commissioners, and one had only to see
many of the old churches constructed in the
ugly, bare, and cold form of architecture, with
an utter absence of ornament of any kind, to
understand their ideas of beauty. Now there
were weakness In human nature, and whilst
some things were of lesser importance than
others, because of their lesser importance _some
people seemed to think they were of no impor-
tance at all : yet it would be found that they
were of importance. '

NO WISE MAN WOULD SAY

a fair church was without its importance, or that
music was not a substance of spiritual and god-
ly religion, or deny that it affects and. stirsup
the heart. These and other matters are the ex-
ternals of religion. The Bible is a great library

Testaments, and the Old Testament must be ad-
mitted to be of some authority ; and if they took
a pencil and paper and went over it and made a
note of hew much of that book was taken up
with a description or reference to the services in
the temple, the descriptions of it and of the ta-
bernacie, he thought they would come-to the

to eighty-two chapters—all describing the

of books, it is composed of the Oldand New

.7 EXTERNALS OF RELIGION;
or equal to something .like half the New Testa- .
ment, or eciua) _tb the four gospels, It was ra-
ther a severe draft on a man's common senseé to -
tell him that these eighty-two chaptets did not -
mean anything.' But if it be said that they re-
ferred to a time thatis past, and not to the pre-
sent—that all those ceremonials had been abol-
ished : well, let them then .
TURN TO THE NEW TESTAMENT

whose authority could not be denied: turn to
the Revelations where they had. the glimpses
given St. John the Evangelist of the New Jeru-
salemt. Tlhere they had description of the gran-
deur and splendeur, the ceremonies and proces-
sions of the spiritual worship, the ‘music of
countless harps, all for the glory of the .Son of
God ; and when they read of this great vision,
and tried to contemplate (he great sea of admir-
ation washing against the throne, were they to
say they had no authority for the externals of re-
ligion 2—Frgim a Sermon preached at’ the re-
opening of Killymard Church on December
23rd, 1891, °
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DEATH OF THE DUKE OF CLARENOE AND
AVONDALE, -

Early in the morning of the 1 4th of January 1892
the cabie bore to all parts of the great British
Empire, the mourrful news of the dcnt_h of the
e.dest born of him who stands next in order as
its ruler ; and the beloved grand son of 2 beloved
Queen and Empress. Irom the time that it
became known that angel of death, hovered, over
the palace at Sandringham and that he—whom
the nation had been expecting shortly to greet
with loud and hearty rejoicing was battling for his
life, with the foe, alike of prince and peasant, and
who sparcs neither.  Larnest prayers were offered
to Him with whom are the issues of life and
death, that the dreaded calamity might be arrested
and the sick restored to health.  But in his wis-
dom He has determined otherwise, and none
may question his decree~—And now in all party
of the Empire—in the homes of rich and poor—
from the lips and hearts of men of every colour,
there may be heard the voice of mourning, and
mingled with it of loving sympathy and earnest
prayer for the hereaved family. A world’s sym-
pathy will be extended to our Queen, heavily
stricken in her advanced years. OUR (QUEEN,
and yet somehow enthroned in the hearts and
affections of almost all the world, but possibly
the tenderest deepest feeling must be towards
the Prince of Wales and his Dbeloved Consort,
who has so endeared herself to the people of
England, who mourn the foss of their first born,
(and in the arms of the Prince—)  beloved
son.” As no position of eminence and human
greatness can secure indemnity from the ills and

sorrows of this common and earthly life, so thank
God no such position excluded from 1he free and
full enjoyment of that peace which the world can
neither give nor take away. And so we join our
humble voice to that of millions of athers, in'déep
and loyal sympathy and in earnest prayer that
the God of all Comfurt may be with our rulers
in this hour of deep affliction. Norwould we
forget her, who by rcason of her own virtues, as
well as because of sadly disappointed hopes,
merits only next to their Royal Highnesses, the.

same conclusion that he did—that it 'was ‘equal

sympathy of all. Her Sercne Highness the Prin-
cess Victoria Mary—the affiancée of thie deceased
Prince, S o



