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Throughout the circling ages and the ex:
perience of mankind, no more excellent wuy
has been found as yet to teach the children of
God the saving trnths of the Gospel.

The Church is sometimes accused of being
too coumservative, too set in her ways, but she
has simply grown wise with hor years; she
must be convinced that a new method is really
better than the old one before she will consent
to change.

In this rapid, disintegrating, revolutionary
age the Church hus been a nseful and wonder-
ful fact:r in the pre~ervation of all that is
grand and.pure and noble in Christian civili-
zution. She that hath fed on bread will not be
satinfied with & stone |

EDITORIAL NOTES. .

The avnouncemeunt made in the daily press
that the Synod of Nova Scotia hud adopted a
resolution in favour of amalgamsting King’s
College, Windsor, with Dalhousie, not only as-
tonishes but also disappoints us extremely. Weo
have not received any report of the debate or
of the vote uprn this matter ; and are quite in
the dark o2& 10 the reasons advanced in sup-
port of this pulicy, Rerpecting fully the wis-
dom and decirien of the Synod we yet cannot
refrain f:om exprossing the opinion that a sad
mirtuke has been made, and that if its decision
be nltima:ely carried into effeet, griovous in-
jury must rosunlt to the Church; Vestigia Nulla
retrorsum ought to ba the moito of the Church
in this land, but this action if approved will be
going backward not by steps but by leaps and
bounds. It appears to usa sorry comment
upon the possession for & century of distinct
and independent University powers that thero
must be, what is a wvirtual confession of in-
feriority and failoro—amalgamation with an
opposing institution distinctively Presbyterian
in character and tone. Such a course will re-
flect little credit upon Churchmen in the oldest
diocese in this new world, who thus fail to
preserve and band on to their successors intact
the privileges they themerelves received, and
amongst them this, a University for the sonnd
instruction in letters and arts,—and not in Di-
vinity alone,—of the youth of the Church, In
this Western part of the Dominion, the Pres-
byterian body has raised hundreds of thousande
of dollars for the endowment of its College;
strong efforts are being made also to largely in-
crease the power and efficiency of Trinity Col
lege, Toronto, (impeded somewhat by the un-
wise division of interest and strength in the es-
tablishment and maintenance of as it were the
fifth wheel of a coach), but notwithstanding
the decision arrived at only a few years ago in
Nova Scotia itself as to this very question, it
would seem now as if in the Eastern section of
the Dominion enterprise and energy in this
rerpect at least, had died out amorgst Church-
men. We trust that it is not yet tco late to
prove that this is a mistaken notion, and that
a strong effort will bo made to maintain the in-
dependent and full University powers and posi-
tion ot King's. Union such as proposed is not
unlike “Union” in respect to chapels and meet-
ing houses; and union chapels or Church in so

far as we have known them never bring any
geod to the Church, and as a rule result in
strengthening her opponents.

- W= would place our objections on general
grounds te this proposal somewhat in this form:

r]l). It is & breach of duty towards these who

suecced us, in not handing on to them intact
the privileges aud rights we recoived from
those who preceded us. (2) It is a virtual con-
fersion of iailure, and an abandonment of ihez
field of sccular educaticn. (3) It leuves tho
youth of the country uninflaenced by distine-
tive Church principles at a period when such
influence oprrates most effoctively. (4) Though
in name the teaching may be non-denomina-
tional, experience proves that the resuit is far
otherwice,

Tae St John Globe referring to it say-:

The Synod of the Church of England. at Hal-
ifux, bas proncunced in Savor of u univn of
King's College with Dalhousie. Tho vote of
tbe Synud does not of itrelt affect anything,
but it cannot fuil to have a tremondons irfla-
enco upon the Board of Governors and those
who control the Windsor institution, Ahout
four yeurs ago the question was vigorously dis-
cusked at a meeting of the Alamm at Windsor,
and the resnlt was favorable to the maintenance
of King's Collego. Bat the strength ot Dulhou-
nio, Which is largely aided by the Pruvince and
liberally endowed by private jor<ons, is greuter
thun tha. of Windsor. and umon seems to be
inovitable. Tho old graduates of the Windror
ingtitution buve done compuintively litilo te
maintain her, and while some fow huve lubored
tor ber thoe hus hud a severe strugglo. The end
will be that there will ho ene Arts couvse, that
of Dalhousic, and the Umversity of King's Col-
loge will become a theological attachuient of the
provincial institution, in which the Presbyterian
element at present prevails. (Tho itanes ure

ours).

Tre decision too secems peculiarly deplora-
ble in view of the efforts being mado through
the Provincial Syunod for a eloser urion of the
Church of England Universities and Colleges
in this Ecclesiastical Provinece. Alliances with
oither denominational or &0 called undenomi-
national colleges do not lend strongth to this
movement. 1f King's, Bithops apnd Trinity
cannot curry on succsssfully each its own work
or if union be desirable why should itnot be on
the line of a Church of England Uaiversivy for
the whole Ecclesizstical Provinco ? Why should
the young men of the Church be sent for their
Arte’ course to Institutions, if not inimical, at
least not warmly in love with the Church's
teaching and system ? We do hope that the
Board of Governors and Alumni of King's will
as in the past, in loyalty to tho Church, man-
fully *“ hold the fort,”—und that this retrograde
movement may not suacceed. We doubt not
its advocates have advanced strong, (or what
they consider sirong), reasons in support of i,
buot we are at & loss to understand how they
succeeded in persusding the Synod to accept
them,

Tae decision to amulgamate contrasis sirong-
ly with the following from President Brock's
addrees at the lsst Encenia:—

The Maritime Provinces of Canada, however,
ougnt to support their own Cullege. The Bap
usts who rally ss a onit reund Acudia; the
Method sts who liberally eupport Mouny Alli-
son, put English Cburchmoen 1o these Provinces
to thume. When will Chiresiaen, laying aside
«Il party animosities, fuilow the exumple oi
their separated brethren in the interest shown,
and in the support accorded to the ouly Uni-
versity in these Provinces which is pledged to
uphold and teuch the principles of onr beloved
Church,

And no less 80 with the concluding words of
the Lord Bishop of the Dincese at the Encmnia,
as reported in the Hant's Journal:

It was absolutely necessary for all to be
thinking, working. praying, and doing what-
over we can for the greuter success of this insti-
tution, and if we go home resolved to do this-
he wan rure good results would follow. It
should be the aim of all to obtuin for King's
College vno of tho chiefest places among the edu-
cational institutions of the day. and as the dark
clouds of the morning had rolled oway, bright-
ening tho afternoon and giving promise of a
glorious sunset, 80 he hoped the clouds that
ware at present resting upon the University
would soon be cloared away, giving promise of
n glorious day.

And Mv, Hodgson’s words roported in the
samo journal, aro worthy of careful note in this
game connoction :

Many who bad takon a deep interest in King'y
College had been called away, whose momory
wus cheriched by the inglitution, but there still
reranined many others who loved the College
and ull connected with it, and whose aim it
would bo to asist in bringing up the Collego to
a high state of cfficiency and prosperity. To
do this increared liberalily was necossary, and
ho might say just here that he did not think
the claims of this time-honored Institution
wero rogarded in their true light by the people
generally. Clergymen and many others who
sco thoe best side of human nataro, do not seem
to realizo the ferrible growth of unbelief in all
clusees of gociety. Lawyors too often seo the
dark side of humsan nalure, coming in contact
with mon in all conditions of life; and he could
suy from perronal experience thut society was
boing pormented with agnosticism. How was
this to bo meit ? In no better way than for pa-
ronts to seo to it that their children received a
wound Christian educstion, and to send ithem to
# College where, as was beautifully expressed
in the sermon of the morning, * the sacred sei-
euce of theology still sits enthroned.”

ANorner astonishing proposul is that dis-
closed in the address of the Lord Bishop of
Mentroal, through the correspondence between
the Principals of McGill and the Montreal The-
ological Cullege. In tho light of history, and re.
membering the original foundation of McGill as
a Church of Knglund Institution, and its diver-
gion to far different purposes the suggestion
even of accopling from it Divinity degrees seems
passing strango. But not more strange and
ludicrous would the exercise by it be of & power
long rince ahandored, and which was rightly
enongh granted it when a Church University,
viz :1he power of granting degrees in Divinity,
Seculurizxd as it has been, and now nominally
at Jcost, wholly undenominationul, having no
religious color, A.B.D,, or D.D., granted by
McGill wonld possors little if any value; and,
tbe Priucipal to the contrary notwithstanding,
weo fancy the Board of Governors of that Insti.
wition would think twice, and hesitate a long
time before consonting to pluce thomeelves and
the Collegs in any such & ridiculous situation
as thut intrmsted as possible in the correspond-
ence referred to. When the Cullege ceased to
be directly conuected with any religious Body
tho discontinnance of this part of its original
powers followed as & necessury consequence ,
and the ressons which led to this course at that
ime etill apply. Muy there not be also some
question as to Whether after disuse, for 4 peried
wo believe of over thirty years, these powers
can be revived ?




