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to come in after Church, and talk together for a few
minutes in & friendly way. .

The Metropolitan then closed the meeting anil
the Conference with a few words, tellingall to “Go
home end work,” and the Church could be well
sustained, to have Jove for the woik, and intercede
for Gopn's Lelp, snd the Church would scon be
bleesed and prosperous. Iev. Mr. Murray recom-
mended the appointment of a body of young men
who should get the names of strangers atlending
Clurch, and bring them to the Vestry to theclergy-
man next day.

The doxology was then sung, and the Benediction
given by the Mletropolitan.

DIOCESE OF TORONTO.

{From our own correspondent.)

Sap DearH.—The Rev. H. C. Avant, one of our
youngest and most active clergy, died after a very
brief illness at the parsonage, Bobcaygeon, on
Sundsy night the 24th of December at 11 p. m.
His remains were laid to rest on the following
Wednesday in the cemetery at Verulam in the
mission he loved so well and to which he had
given four years’ steady and faithful work as a
“steward of the mysteries of Gop.” He was or-
dained in St. Luke's, Teronto, by the Bishop of
Algoma, acting for the Bishop of Toronto, on Sun-
day, Dec. zz2nd, 1878. It will be noticed that he
died on the fourth anmiversary of his ordination,
He was very much beloved by his people who
testified their respect for his memory by joining
the funeral procession in. large numbers and by
many expressions of sorrow and grief at his some-
what untimely end.  Requiescat in pace.

OrpiNaTION.— The Bishop of Toronto held an
ordination at St. James’' Cathedral on Sunday the
17th Dec.  The Rev. James Roy, M.A., formerly
of the Wesley Congregational Church, Montreal,
was ordained deacon and the Revs. Dr. McCarrol,
Curate of Grace Church, and G. B. Morley, In-
cumbent of West Mono, were advanced to the
priesthood. The candidates were presented by the
Rev. Canon Stennett, chaplain ; and the Ven. Arch-
deacon Boddy, the provost of Trinity College, aud
Rev. Dr. Scadding took part in the impressive
and interesting service. The sermon was preached
by the Rev. Canon Dumoulin from Acts xvi. 17,
and was an eloguent and deeply instructive one.
He showed the importance of the priesthood and
the need of manly independence in the exercise of
all sacred functions. He said the consciousness
that they were Christ’s servants should secure to
them an immunity from the harrassing cares and
feverish anxieties which too often beset and cloud
tho days of His servants. ILvery duly faithfully
perfurmed, every sermon honestly preached, every
visit made to the sorrowing and sick and dying,
cvery step whereby the manifold ills of suffering
humanity were assuaged would surely return upon
their heads in a compensating and blessed return.

Persoxan.—Rev. W. S, Rainsford leaves for his
new church in New York city on January the gth.
Rev. Mr. Sanson, rector of Trinity East, is now
able to resume his duties. The Rev. ]. Roy
whose ordination to the diaconate is referred to
above, has entered upon his dulies as Curate of
Coburg. It is somewhat singular that this raiher
erratic gentleman was so quickly received into the
Church. His probation was something less than
three months, “Lay hands suddenly on no man”
is 2 most wise maxim. A case in Ontarioshould
warn the Episcopal bench to beware of receiving
too hastily converts from the sects.

IsvuctioN.—Rev. ], ¥. Sweeney was inducted
by the Bishop on the 1jth ult. 1lis Lerdship
preached from 1 Thess. v. 12, 13, explaining the
nature and office of the Christian ministry. St
Philip’s Church was crowded on the occasion.

Bazaars.—A sale of fancy and useful articles
took plaee at Grace Church on the 2oth and 21st
of December, The articles displayed for sale were
of a very fine description and found a ready mar-
ket.—The Cathedral Ladies' Aid Association had
a bazaar on the 19th which was very well attended

and very successful. ‘The following ladies were
interested in the sale:—Mrs, Baldwin, Duggan,
Gilmour, Langlin, Bull and Ross and Misses
Beard, Kingsman, Daldwin and Gilmour.

DIOGCESIE OF ONTARIO,

(From oar own Correspondent.)

Orrawa.—Not long sisee the Bishop issued a
Pastoral reminding the Jaity of the Diocess, of thoe
Canou of the Synod, which specially sets apurt tho
offerings iu the Churehes on Clivistinas day for the
Clergymen. The pastoral was well timed, for the
care and anxiety of leoking after many of the
Purishes and Missions, are but poorly recompensed
by the stipends of the Imcumbents, awmd af this
season of kindly remembrances, I think it iy woll
that the clergy, who minister to us in spiritual
things, should share the material generosity of the
laity. Christmas, thoe firsk and greatest of the
festivals of the Church was celebrated at the Capital
with the usual joyous and hearty services. To the
joy of all the day proved bLright and pleasant and
as a consequence was much enjoyed out of doois,
but owing to the absence of the Governor-General
and the Princess Louise, it was the most yuict
Christmas experienced in this city for a long time.
T'he churches were handsowely and  tastelutly de-
corated for the festival and were well filled, and the
pumber of communicants was very large, Christ
Church, the mother of all the Churches in this
part of the Diocese, looked its best the ladies and
«entlemen who undertook tho decorations having
surpassed, if possible, their efforts of former year..
The bannerets, shields aud other decarationg were
vory artistically arranged and the fowf enscimnble pro-
sented a beautiful coxp d'ecil. The Bishop and the

Rev. B. B. Smith. M. A. Assistant Minister,
ufficiated. Lhe Bishop delivered a very improssive
discourse. Mr. J. W. F. Harrison presided at the

organ, The choir and its mastor deserve great credit
for the way in which the musieal portions of the
services were rendered. The accompaniments were
well played, and the soles and chorusses wera very
beautiful. The offerings which amounted to about
$143 were prosented by tlie Church-wardens to the
tev, Mr. Smith. I am exceeding huppy to ehroni-
cle so generous a Christmas gift.  Considoerable
amusement was afforded Chureh people by an an-
neuncement, owing Lo a typographical ertor in an
evening paper, that the “ Bishop” of the so-called
Reformed Ipiscopal Church, al Ottawa, would
preach the setmon at *hrist Church, on Chrislmas
duy, & statement which I notice has since heen
stupidly telegraphed to the Mentreal Gaselte,

Laby Macponarp intends giving an “Ab Home”
to the choir of the Church of Saint Alban the
Martyr on Wednesday the Srd January.

Tue ReEv. WiLLiax Suaxnony lormerly lpocun-
bent of Frankville, but now absont on leavo for a
considerable timo past on account of severe persvual
aflliction, has arrived at the Kingston UGenerl
Hospital, where be is well cared for. He is very
low and suflering greutly from cancer ef the tongue.

DIOCESE OF QUEBEC.

(From our own correspondents.)

GrongevilLE.—-At a Christmas gathering the
people of the village took occasion to render Miss
F.va Tuck 2 mark of their appreciation of her long
and efficient services as orgamst in the Episcopal
Church axd director of the schoul classes, by present-
ing her a purse containing nearly $30. It wasan
agreesblo surprise, and Miss Tuck returned her
warm thanks.

Toreg Rivers.—Among the presemis en the
Christmas tree of the St. James Ipiscopal Church
wero a purse of 285 for the Rector, Rev.J. H.
Jenkins, and a valuable fur cloak fon Mrs. Jenkins,

CraMpLy.—The Christmas and New Year's eve
service at St. Stephen’s church, Chambly, were well
attended, and the collection taken up on Christmas
moruing in 1esponse to the bishop's circular amount-
ed to §50. The decorations were carried out with
great taste, especially in the chancel porticn of the

church......... The Tadies’ Church Aid Association
have contributel $130 towards procuring new
windows for tho church, ‘T'he gluss is to be frosted
with eolored borders:  The present windows are te
he rutained, and lo answer the purpose of double
windows. ‘I'his'mew arrangement will add much,
both to the comfort and appearance of the church.

DIOCESE OF MONTREAL.

[From our own Correspondents.]

MoNTREAL—A very interesting and hearty
musical service was rendered in Christ Church
Cathedral on Christmas Eve. It was specially a
service however for the Sunday Schools.  Sunday
Schools of all denominations were invited we
anderstand; but we fancy the invitation was only
accepted by some of the Church Sunday Schools.
Four or five hundred of these assembled. The
service was entirely musical, and rendered under
the direction of Mr. W. F. Mills. "The Litany
was rendered chorally as well as the cvening ser-
vice itsell. - Christmas carols and anthems were
rendered with great effect. A sermon was preached
in a plain, simple and effcctive manner to the
children by the Reverend the Reclor of Trinity
Church. The whole service was very impressive,
and what has been noted by the press is that both
in it and the evening scrvice the responding was
quite congregatianal; much more so than when
rendered in the colloquial style that has been cus-
tomary. lividently we shall see choral services in
the Cathedral regarded before long as they are
elsewhere, not only the “correct thing," but the
most practical manner of bringing around “con-
gregational worship.”

The services in St. John the Ivangelist, the
pioneer in the matter of choral services and which
or so long stood the odiwm attached to such things
i the mind of most Protestants, was not alone in
specializing the Christmas VFeast by choral services
and extra and early celebrations. 'The rausic was
on this occasion of a very ornate character, and
the choir was reinforced by the addition of special
tenors, basses and sopranos. The decorations were

of that tasteful kind ever characteristic of this
church. The specialfeature in the observance of
Christmas which aistinguished this church from
others was a midnight service and celebration.
Not indeed a novelty for this congregation, for
they Lave had such for three or more years back.
And this service is ever being more largely at-
tended.

Trinity Church witnessed a full church. fine
music of a very special character, chaste decor-
ations, and the congregation listened to an eloquent
sermon by the Rector.

The same may be said about St. Martin's and
St. Jawes the Apostle’s.  Decorations are now so
generally of an ornate character, and repeat them-
sclves necessarily, that detailed mention is not
required.  The chief thing of note is the advance-
ment of opinion as to the accepiability, on the
score of reasonableness and uscfulness, of a musi-
cally rendercd service. The next step is lo sec
a surpliced choir in the (‘athedral at least, and
next in St. George's and St Martin’s.  And that
step will be taken before many ycars shall pass.
It must come.

“[ifty years ago,” says Bishop Huntingden, “the
question was asked ‘why keep Christmas?” in a
tone that implied that such a step among New
Englanders would be a decided sicp towards
Popish error, now the keeping of that day is gen-
eral throughout the land. And the Bishop's re-
marks are borne out as rcvards even Canada.
Here in this city of Montreal we see Presbyterians,
Independent, marking the day by special services
and special music. The minister of onc of thesc
Presbyterian Churches has not now tu apologize or
explain as he did a few years ago that the meet-
ing on Christmas Day was not because of that
day, but that the day happened to coincide with
his weekly prayer meeting. There is a decided
“levelling up” going on in religiou bodies that

claim any history beyond the preseat century.



