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T/wi Fami/y, Extiiict.-It is a singular fact that there arc no
known descendants of Chlristophler Columbus. Hc had two
sons. onc of whonm, Don Dicgo, rose to thc distinction of an
Admniri, and the othcr, Fernando, was a grcat travelier.
1-lc flot oiy thricc visitcd Amnerica, but subscqucntiy traver-
scd thc whioic of E--urope and evecry accessible portion of
Asia and Africa. lie appcars to have beenl a profound
scholar and a thorotîghiy good matn. In bis xvii hie stip.
uiatcdl thiat his library, conitaining twcnty thousand volumecs,
which lie gavc to the Catiedrai of Sevilie, should bc free to
tic pcoplc, and it is frc to this day. Froin books in this
collcction thte Lie WVashington Irving obtained a considcrable
p>ortion of tlîe informtation on whlich bis Il Life of Colunibus"
was foundcd. Thte following <plaint cpitaph, alinost oblîter-
atcd by timec, appears on the table which marks the site of
bis îomb; Il \îat dotit it profit to have sprinkiled the wvhoic
%vorld with niy swcat; to have thrcc timies crosscd to the Ncwv
WVorId discovcred by nmy Lather ; to have cmbcllislied thc
shores of tc tranquil Gauidaiquivcr, and prcfcrrcd simple
tastes radier titan riches, or that I have asseniblcd around the
diviniitics froin the source of Castalia, and offcr to thcc thc
riches gathctrcd by Itoicimy, if passing in silence ovcr titis
stonc thou should'st fait to address a single salutation to, iy
fatlicrs nicmory. "

ilutagrzp1 ofCc'bwziibits-Thie precise mneaning of the curi-
ous forin of signature adoptcd by the great navigator is stili
a subject for doubiful speculation. That lie hinîscif con-
sidercd it to bc of weighty consequence, is evident from the
following injunction in bis vili : IlDon Diego, my son, or
atîy other, wvho mnay inhecrit titis cstate, on conîing into pos-
session of the inlacritance, shali sigu with thc signature whiich
I now niakec use of ; which is an S, îvith an X unlder it, and
an M wvitl a Romiat A ovcr it, and over that an S, and a
great Y wvith ati S ovcr it, wvith its lines and points as is my
custoni, as may bc sccn by my signature, of which there are


