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Before tlîis elaborate work appeared, as we kcarn (roni the
prologue, bie had prinited a translation afi" Ovid's Metamior-
phoses," of which tliere ie now no cop>y s<nown ta exist.
Other wvorks af a classical kind were -TIhc Book of Tully
on Old Age." and IlTutuis. his Book of FrienidshIip,' witli
whiclî may be nîentioned " The Book of Enicydo)s," a sort of
historical narrative fousided an the epic of Virgil. The book

Cathon," seems tu have been a f.ivoturite of Caxton's ' for
in my judgtncnt," lie says, **it i-, best book for ta be taught
to young childlren in schaols, afld also ta people of every age
it is full convenient if it bc wc.ll uniderstandesi." Being a
great admirer of Chaucer, Caxton printcd "The Canterbury
Tales," ancd on fisiding atterw4irds.- that the copy which bie
had used %vas incorrect lie proctired with no sniall trouble,
a correct copy, and printed the %liole Gver again. Aiter the
publication of the î>aens ai Chiaucer cante -The Confessio
Amanti-s" <>1 Gower, a contenîporary of Chaucer, wha is
now mueli less knuon ta Etîglish readers. Tiiese books,
baving neyer becn iti print before, miust have required care-
fuI collation aînd preparation, and probably cost as much
pains, or more, titan lie besto'ved un a translation af bis own.

It bas been objccted ta Caxton b>' many that lie printed
sa, few religious books ; and Gibbon, the liistorian, tauints
hin witli coinply'ing with the vicious tastes of bis readers,
gratifying the nobles with treatises un lieraldry. liawvking,
and the gante of chiess, and ainusing the popular credulity
with romances of fainaus knigbts anîd legemîds ai mare
fabulous saints. The objection is nat well founded, for, in
fact Caxtan did print a number ai religious books, and
probalbly quite as many as lie could dispose ao. The very
limited catalogue ai bis warks in the British Museum con-
tains the titles cf sortie dazeni or mare books ai a moral
or religiaus kind ; and %ve are justificd iii believing, (ram the
general tenour af bis lile, that lie %vent as far in this direc-
tion as be prudently could. Onîe of bis biagraphers, the


