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sible, and trust to God. Thereis.noway to escape that
I eau see now, but perhaps if-ve are civil, they wil1take
such stuff as.they.want, and then letus go. At. anyrate,
there is no uselcrying, about it, for it canit.be> helped
Now get your pistols, and sec thatthey are surely, loaded,
and bave your knives ready, but be sure to. hide them
so that the pirates shall. sec no; signs ofresistance." In
a few moments alitho,arms:which the schooner afforded,,
with the exceptionofone-or. two old :muskets, were se-
cured about the persons of our DownEasters, and they,
quietly avaited tie coming:ofthe schooner.,

"Oneword. more, boys," said.the old man, just.as the,
pirate came round undor the stern. " Now vatche ery
motion. I make, and be ready to, jump the. moment I
soeak."

AsCptain Spinnet ceased- speaking, thepirate luffed
up"nder the fisherman's lee-quarter, and in a, moment

iníthe latter's deck was graced by the.presenèce of: a
doidi as savage-looking, mortais. as eyes ever, looked,
upon.,

eyou captain of this vessel?' asked the leaderof,
th boarders as he -approached thej old man.

Yegs, sir."
"What s your cargo ?"
"Machinery for stearm engines."
"Nothing isc?" asked the pirate, yith asearching

look.
At this moment Captain Spinet's eye caught, what

looked like a sail off to the south'rd and east'rd;, but not
a sign betrayed the discovery, andwhile.a brilliant idea
shot through his mind, he hesitatingly replied -

".Well,.thore is a little somethingelse.' .
HCa, and whatis it?"

"h, sir, p'raps I hDdn:t onght te tel," said Captainý
pirnet,counterfeiting the; most extremenperturbationi

ou set was given to. me as a sort of trust, an1 it,


