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vigour, gnd forward. its growth ; but.
great care, ‘muft be jaken 1o remove from™

it all fat or putrid flbilances, ‘as they are
yery prc)udmal to the plant.

_ There is no tree known which is fo du-
rable and hsrdy as the palm. .~ Braving all
the fcvemy of the weather, it preferves its
original vigear for feveral ‘centurius ; fo

that the natives never remember to have

feen one palm trze wither, unlefs it had
been injured by (ome inflrument.  When
this happens, the tree is cut at the rdot;
it is then burnt on-thefpot; and its athes
are covered with a layer of earth, from the
middle of which a new fhoot. foon arifes,
and bccum:s firong in the courfc of afew
years. “As the palm tree is Tometimes
called phieenix in the feriptures, 1 am-in-
clined to belicve that the fabulous hittory
of the Arabian bird of that name reviving
from its afhes, is foundc.d on this circum.
-ftance.

This tree, as is wcll Lnown, is become
the {ymbol of every thing great and ‘won.
derful among man. It fignities viétory,

" triumph, duration, innoceace, juftice, and
particularly the fertility of Judea. When
thé Romans-made themfelves . mafiers. of
Jerufalem, they firuck fome medals, on
which was repicfunted a beautiful woman

_fitting at the botiom: of a palm tree, which

- fhe was bedewing with her tears ; 5 and
. below were thefe worda, Fudea capie,
- Judea fubdued.

In the plaini of ,cncho. and the neigh.
hourmg places, is found a tree calied

~&arcer OF maccur,® not mentibned by a.

ny of the Oricntal writers, which -induces -

- me to betieve that they were not acquaint-
ed  with the falutary oil extrated, from
s fruit.
© The zmaccon has a great rcl’cmbl.mcc ‘to
the flue trec. -Its branches are covered
with prickles,"absut four ar five inches in
length 5 its bark is knotty and wrinkled,

and of .a gieen colour when on.the rrce,‘
lis wood”
is of the colour af box wood ; and xhnugh "
it has not the fame degree of hardnefs, it .

- butit groivs yellow as it dries,

agquires’in the lathe an cqual polith aed
Jufive, -Its leaves are like thofe of the
.olive trec, but narrowes, tharper, and of a
" miore beautiful gieen colour,
white odorifzrous fiower ; its feoit i’ a
" kina of acord 5 without a calyx, and in-
" clofed in. a pellicle ; it yields little pulp;
© and: lhnt.Lh .ihnoﬁ to nothing, when taken
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. fing 4 fingle drop of it

- their, bodies with it,_

It bearsa . ona Vencuan tnveller.‘

'from the tree, but it contams: ﬂom '

with a kernel, which when fqueezed . dif-
folvés into ml.

‘The Arabs fet fo much value on this
oil, that they-prefer it to that of ‘balm for
m(crn:l contufions, wounds,.and brmfes.

When the Chrifiian caravans arnive. at
Jericho, troops of women may be feen ad-
vancing to mect them, in ordér to offerta
pilgrims this {alutary ¢il, vwhich they fell
in fmall bags made of fkins, .As it hal,
however, -been difcoveied, that this oil is
mixed fometimes with thiac of olives, it is
better for thofe who wifl to-puichafeit,
to caufe it to be preparrd under their own
infpedtiop 3 if it cofts ‘a liuwle more, it

" will be pure and nnadulterated.

The manser in which 1 faw it made-
was asfollows : a fufficient qinantity -of -
the froit of the zaccen, peifedily ripe,  was

- thrown into a large veflel, where the fkin, .

the Pulp, the flone, and the . kernel . were |
bruifed ; and in proportion ‘as the ¢il if-
fued from them, it was putinto another
velfel, The remaining "part was thén
fqueezed with the-band till it becamedry ;

‘after which itwas thrown into a kettle of

boiling water ; in order to extra@ all its

.oily parts 5 and, having rifen to the fur-

face, it was caﬁly taken off, without lo-
MY hls oili is much
inferior to the former.

The oil &the zaccen has the. tafte. and
colour of that of fweet alménds 3 but.it
clarifies with difﬁcuhy, becaufle the me-
thod ufed vo extradt it ddes not difengage
it from the dregs..

1 obferved that the Arab women, when
l'queezmg it out, rubbed evéry ‘part: of -
Having afked ‘them
the reafon, they replied, that. they found
it beneficial, as the oil cheécked the excef-

_ five pérlpiration occafioned by the heat of -

the climate, and which weakened them -
very much.. Mr. Limery defcribes, oil of
zaccen a8 proper for dlﬂblvmg (hlck cold
humoirs.
Quartfmiusg fays, thac it mﬂant!y a)lavs
the fevereft colics ; and adds, that he lum- ‘

fch experienced this virrue in it.

L alfo can sueft its healing power, as 1
was witnefs to a cure which it perforined
This perfon be-~
ing hurt. by a fall from- his. horfe, he feli'a
fevere pain in his breaRt, which gave him -
great uneafinefs ; but, bemg advxfcd to: rub’
thie place affc&ed with oil of zaccery and
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* Laccon a kind of p!um tree growm5 i the phm of ]cncnO, tchs its namesfrom

the chutches of Lacch.cus, near which it is founi.

From ‘its frun:, which are-a kind:

~-of round plams, green at A, and afterwards, yellot, s¥hen ripe, ' is extra&cd an o:l,
" uled: for diffolving. co]d vxfcous humiours. Vndc Hanuel du Natumhﬂc. :
’ /



