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MINISTERS AND THEIR

TIONS.

There is trouble in one of our churches over
the orthodoxy of its pastor, who has disclaimed
the idea of abiding by the principles laid down
in the trust deed of the church, and indeed pro-
fesses never to have even read that document,
while he claims the right of freely expressing his
religious belief {or the time being in the puipit,
and of changing that expression whenever he
may see fit to change his theological standpeint,

With the subjact in dispute we have nothing
to do. This paper does not propose mow, any
more than heretofore, to make itself rasponsible
for any section of religionists, nor to identify
itself with the views of any party in the clinrch
or ont of it. But there is a general lesson to be
learnt from the present controversy in {his
church, which is but the echo of a similar dis-
cussion in other parts of the world, What is
the position of a minister towards the church to
which he belongs? which in the case of the
Congregationalists narrows itself down tn the
guestion of whether the minister is made for the
congregation or the congregaticn for the min-
ister.

An exacily parallel case has all along excited
the sympathies of the nne party and the biiterest
feelings of the other in the struggls whicl: has
been going on in the English Chureh over the
prosecution of the Ritualistic offenders sgainst
the Public Worship Regulation Act, av1 it may
be carions to note in passing that, so far as we
are sware,the clergyman in guestion is not known
to syrapathize with men who havetaken up under
widely ditferent cirenmstances, an almost pre-
cisely analogous positi~n.  In Lomlon the feel-
ings of both parties have been unduly exeited,
and the ill-managed interlerence of Parliament,
now at length openly confessed has made martyrs
of the one and prosecutors of the other, and has
tended nutterly to obscure the rational aspect of

“the case.

It is somewhat remarkable io men of the
world, that the sane principles which are admit.
ted to prevail in business, should be entirely lost
sight of in religious matters. If a trading com.
pany employ a man of recognized ability to von.
duct their affairs, and 'imiimt'e to him the line
upon which their business is to be done, they
would justly complain, and the world would
support them in their complaint, if the moment
the reins of government were placed in his
hands, he were to change the whole method of
operations, and disorganize at a moment's no-
tice a business which had, perhaps, been years

in the building. They would say, rationally
enough, * You knew what you had to do when
you came to us, and if your ideas of business are
so different from ours, vou had no right to un-
dertake the management of our affaivs. 1f you
can do better, or act more honestly, or what not,
‘ountside, the world is before you; but lerr we
Lave our own business established and governed

CONGREGA-

by fixed rules, and we must insist that any oue’
who undertakes to run it for us, should be guided
by those or similar considerations.

What would the world say of a soldier, whoin.
his first engagement declared that he was not
satistied withthe goodness of the cause for which
he was fighting, and declined to take part in the
battle, but, on heing offered his dismissal, ad-
mitted that his objections were not so great as
to prevent his retaining his rank and emolu-
ments.  What does the world say of a . trustee
who, bound to place his ward's property in cer-
tain securities, fancies another method of iuvest-
ntent, and sets at naught the provisions nnder
which he accepted the trust ?

Yet is not this exactly the position of a clergy-
man who is ordained, or called to minister in a
certain chureh or society, and who, while'using
the influence which his position gives him, and,
it may be, drawing his livelihood from the cou-
gregation to which he preaches or the body which
hss autherized his ministrations, vet declines to
abide by those principles which were laid down
at his ordination, and to which his mero presence
in the pulpit is a tacit sdhesion.

As we have before said, we make no pretence
of dealing with the case of any Church, except
to ** point a moral and adorn a tale.” A pastor
may be under none of the obligations towards his
congregation to which we have made reference,
and in any case the church is probably well ahle
to take care of itself, and has irs remedy in its
owa hands. Neither most certainly do we menn
to endorse the Ritualistic prosecutions, which
have in the main eriginated from the unfor-
tunate relations of Church and State in a com-
munity governed on the one hand by traditions

never satisfactorily formulated, and on the other
by a civil ecourt, which is often more than
seeptical about the limits of its own jurisdiction.
The principle which we aim at establishing is
this: A miunister, who is received into any
church or fellowship of Christians, wnd author-
ized to preach the doctrines of that church, can-
not consistently altsr or even modify those doc-
trines, without first leaving the church. An
Lkonest canviction may often come to & man, that
for years lic ins been Jeading those committed
to his charge astray. If, then, during these yeary
he has been conscientiously upholding the tra-
ditions and principles of any recoguized com-
munion, his course is obvious. His newly-born
convictions are inconsistent with those of his
Church, and Le has no alternative, as an honest
man, bt to renounce either them or it ; to force
his judgment back into the old grooves, or to
step duwn from the pulpit and preach his new
faith, on another platform, tosuch as may follow
him thither.

This is
but of comrmon lionesty.
see so plain a rule transgressed.

nat

nay

s matter of doctrine, nor of theory,
Aud vet how often we
Churches and
congregaiions of different views there must needs
L, that all may have alike freedomm of thought
in mutters to pertaining to religious practice,
Tudividuals again may find no rest in any of
these established bodies, and wmust go outside for
their spiritnal needs.  To all of these let us say,
God speed vou, only, in commeon honesty, be
what vou profess, do as you have nodertaken to
do, above all, do not in the name of any church
or sect preach doetrines opposed to its very es-
sentials.

UNITY DEFIES UNITS.

“ Divide et impera’ is ever the motto of ju.
dicious opposition, yet the value of combination
is bat imperfectly appreciated.  Limited liabil.
ity companies have, perhaps, too often afforded
an example of the limited success of unity.
But, then, such failures ought to be relegated to
their true cause. No doubt, individual action
under certain circumstanees, more espeecially
for the origination of projects, may sometimes
eclipse the collective potentiality of ill-regulated
adventnre uncontrolled by a singleness of pur.
pose : compared, however, with the combined
effort of unanimity, ity foree is but feeble. In
no one respert, perhaps, does combination or
co-operation show to such splendid advantage
as in _dealing with questions of social economy,
In evidence of this truth, we propose to hazard
one or two practica] illustrations, such as may
possibly serve to elucidate its meaning, if not
to attract the attention of those whom it most
wiilely eflents,

We assert then, of our present svstem, that it
is one of social wastefulness, That we have
heen in the habit of buying in the dearest mar-
ket is a truism incantiovertible, - The glaring
absurdity of handing. over one-fonrth of our
entire ineome to the retail tradesman is patent

enough, [ITence  the co.operative store. We

have not as yet, it is true, developed this sane
system universally. As yet, the man least able
to bear the sponge of retail petty profit suffors
from its pilfering the niost eruelly. The la.
borer's loaf, tea, tobacco, beer, and other neces.
saries are siill taxed both directly, in the shape
of from 30 to 60 per cent. addition to price, and
indirectly by wholesale adulteration. 1t would
surprise many an artisan to learn that by co.
operation on the scale of his favorite trades.
union, he could gain a great deal more than the
extra wage he will ‘strike and starve to obtain,
besides realizing money's worth in return for
his tender. 1t would amaze many a lady now
so henvily oppressed by domestic worry and
prodigality to learu that by a very simple expe-
dient, her housekeeping figures could be mater.
ially reduced, and vet that the results should be
quiet, comfort, satisfaction.

For example : An average block in the fash-
ionable quarters of Montreal numbers, say, oue
hundred houses, each one of which maintains a
plain cook,whose cost annually may beestimated
in the rouch as follows : wages 8125, food $125,
waste $100, total §350--a sum, we are canvine-
ed, very much below the actual standard, could
we bring to bear the test of fact. In plain arith-
metic, this block isexpending anmmllly 835,000
on cookery, and that too on a scale suited only
to the requirements of the home cirele. For,
be it remembered, when ostentation demands
an enlargement of the ménu, the aid of some
barbarian confectioner is invoked, who, garn.
ishes, seasons, and spoils every single dish with
lemon ; who imports soup made of gravies, pastry
compounded of rancid butter, snd countless
abominations elegsnt to the eye, deleterious to
the stomach. We are content pro argumento
to ailow our figure to stand at 335,000 for the
cost of dressing food for about 1,000 mouths,
the nnmber of persons employed being not less
than 100. Seriously, this is a mistake from
every point of view. fad you one grand com-
mon kitchen for the whole square, superb cook-
ery could be provided at a cost of about 310,800
per annum —giving « clear saving of at least
$25,000. From 15 to 20 cooks would amply
suflice to serve such a kitchen, which, being
conducted by s first rate chief on principles of
cleanliness and economy, would supply the 100
homes with such meals as they never now tuste.
Provisions would, of course, be purchased and
retailed at wholesale prices. Waste would be
wiinimised, sumeness avoided. The basement
weuld no louger emit nauseous odours.  Plain
or professed cookery would cease to provoke by
the plainuess ofits blacks and grease, by the
incompatibility hetween profession and practice.
Food would be obtainable at a few moments’
notice, without the uncomfortable though mor-
bid feeling that a domestic was being * put
upon’ by an unavoidable deviation from the
usual routine. The lady’a mind would be at
peace-—the gentleman's appetite would be satis-
fied, his heart rejniced.

To such a kitchen might be not inappropriat.
ely attached a bakery, served by wholesome
eountry girls, skilled i the art of bread and roil
making, the material used bheing, of courw,
flour ; a dairy to furnish butter and cream pro-
duced from 2 substance called milk ; a brewery
to afford nectarat about threepence per quart,
the ingredients whercof would be mall, hops,
and a little water; in short, our plan, suggested
by the ancient kitchen and battery of the better-
ordered colleges in the Foglish universities,
involves alike a return to simple, unadunlterated
principles of dietary and the primitive system of
mutuality. Perhaps the scheme could bast be test.
ed by the erection of a new block on some open
space on the outskirts of the city : but we are
very confident, were it once tried under sound
Bursarial management, that the present system
of isolation in gastronomy would very seon be
exploded.

So far as regards the rducated classes. Mlato
anminz, the same rule applier to byewaysas to
highways, and with infinitely more telling
forca. Why, we ask, should 100 poor women,
whose time in of infinite value to themselves
and their belongings, employ themselves in
eooking dinner for 1,000 mouths when fifteen
could perform the same function wore effective-
Iyt Have mothers no maternal duties but
those connected with the pot and oven? = Are
there no neglected little ones receiviug the
grammar of sin into their souls in'the gutter?
1¢ nothing bhetter, could uwot the time saved
from the process of cooking be profitably em-
ployed in cleansing their homes of filth and its
corollary, disease

Labourers, perforce, having to makea very
Jittle goa very long way, onght to practice a
rigid economy.- A8 a rule, they are weakly lav-
ish, - Vain, therefore, would it be ‘to ‘suppose
that they or their wives will strike out for
themselves au original line in” economy, clean.
liness, or comfort, Give them higher educa-
tion, and all this will change.. But to-day,
whatever improvements ate to be eftfected, must
initiate with their educated -superiors, who, ac.
cording to our notions, set a very poor example
ng regards the avoidance of social extravagance,
The beam-is blinding the sye of intelligence,
and the less it prates about the mote of ignor-
anca the better, - There exists, however, a mild
awakening desire for inprovement, as evidenced
by the patronage accorded to the cooperative
stores.
i all excelsior doctrine, if analysed.” = .

Qur position is,-that eo-operative ‘kitchens,
supported by the dwellers within a certain ra.
dius, selling - cooked . food at - wholesale - prices,
would provide most beuneiicially for the aily
needs of the working classes,  Thers might,

The origin may  be selfish, but so also’

and would be, difticulties in organisation at first,
but time and experience would graduully smooth
their edges, and in the long run the system
would work. :

The subject need not be pursved further, We
hava essayed to hazard suggestions, the outlines
of principles——not by auy means to enuncinte a
perfect scheme.  We must eonclude, therefore,
by asking for an indulgence which is seldom
refused 1o the baldest philanthropy, if only it
happens to be presented in genuine colours,
Our heading, an old thought of years gone by,
intended to apply to greater, has done duty as
a text for a discourse on the philosaphy of small
Lthings.  We doubt not that the future of the
world will prove its truth, so far as force is con-
cerned. JU will be well if the deity of the uxity
he invested with that wisdom without which,
vix male rudl sud.

GOSSIP OF THE WEERK.

“ I know how dearly the public loves n secret,
so | am going to entrust you with one which [
trust you will keep religiously for u few weeks,
The ownership of the Casapias Linvsiraren
News is at preseut in a transition state, and a
joiut stock company is being formed for the par-
chase of the copyright, in orderto run the paper
as a separate business, and by deveting the whole
attention and resources of a large concern upon
its improvement, to muke it in avery way worthy
of a position amongst Hrst-class newspapers. The
delays incidental 1o so great s change have made
it impossible to commence operations npon the
first number of the yiar, a$ had Leen hoped, but
in a short time only vou will see~—well, what

vou will'see. 1 am ne believer in newspaper
promises ; neither, I fanoy, are the mejority of
wy readers.  Wait then, pessess your souls in
patience for a few numbers, and remember 1,

keep my secret.

..
»

Tue svstem of New Year's calls seems dying
out with the years, atnd the visits ou Monday fell
short in most cases of former oeensions.  This
was the more noticeable on account of the fine.
ness of the weather. and mnst be traced in part,
at least, to the disappointment whiel awaited =0
many last year, when mate than one house way
closed agatvst callers, and some ladies declined
to do wore than receive cards, T am conservative
cnongh to regret the loss of even one of the gond
old cnstoms, but it seems part of the jnexorable
law of progress that one by one ther must go,
Moreover, be it said, the intemperance and want
of restraint which not so long ago became & dis.
tinguishing mark of New Year's ealis has fiad
much to de with this gradoal discontinuance.
So that in this case asin so many, the disuse of
a custom has grown out of its abuse.

-
. -

THE festivities of Christinas week have been
a 'little marred by the gloom uttendant upon twe
funerale. On Wednesday the body of Sir Hugh
Allan was earried to ity last resting-place, at-
tended by many sympathizing admwirers and
frienda, and on the the following dav the late
Mr. H. A. Nelson, another of onr prominent
merchants, was laid in the grave. There ia
something supremely aifecting in the coincidence
of the close of a year with the last scene of n Hife
well spent ; something, too, of comfort to those
who ave left, that as the New Year comes to
them full of hopeand promise for the future, so,
tro, there dawns beyond the grave a New Year
for those whahave gone before—dbeyond our con.
ception, and more blessed far than this our fes-
tival below.

s »
-

Tur Winter Carnival is, of course, now that
the time set for it dmws near, exciting much
comment and great expectations  So far, the
weather has not been of the most promising. The
early falls of souw have prevented the fornination
of ice of any thickness upon the river, and it will
be a problem, unless matters change before long,
to obtain blocks of sufficient thickness to carry
out the design for.the Tee Palace, which, if com-
pleted according to the origiual dexigo, will be,
of course, the feature of the show. Meanwhile
the Committea are in search of an enterprising
builder, who, for love of hix task and for small
profits, will throw all his heart inte the build-
ing of it an it should be built, I such there be,
lot him stand forth,

*
»

Tir Bine Ribbon movement in ’I".nglkund ap-
pears to have taken atremendous hold-upon all
classes of society, and literally thousauds lmv«y




