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GEOFFCREY MONCTON.

" Tush !".-said George. " Thereby hangs a to their family circle. His dress was an affectation
talc." of neatness, and from the neckcloth to the shoe-tie

I iooked up enquiringly, Harrison smiled to him- lie w as arranged with as much precision as a milli-

self, and laid his finger significantly upon his lips; .- ner's dress-doll, the f;rst tine it is lifted out of the

Theophilus Moncton entered the office equipped for band;o.x. Such wai Theophilus Morcton, the littl

a Journey. effeminate, solemn fop, that presented himself to us.

I gave him the common salutations of the morn-

ing without rising from my seat. Harrison's curi-
CHAPTER III. osity was excited by his unexpected visit, and per-

I am not an adept at sketching portraits,but the per- ceiving an unusual degrec of self-importance writ-
Bon of my cousin is so fresh in my memory that I cari- ten inevery une of bis face, he said:
flot fail in presenting to my reader a faint likencss IYou have chosen a wet merning for your ride,
of the original. He was belov the middle stature, Mr. Theephiltis '
his figure slender and exceedingly well made. His The choice vas none of mine,> he repiied.
carriage would have been easy and gentlemanlike, IConfound the iveather ! it has disarranged ail my
but there was such a strong dash of affectation in plans. 1 ordered my borse and servant to be ready
alI he did and said, that it even dero-atcd from his at doyven, c.iid dressed for an equestrian expedition.
gentilitY. His bead was smaii, bis face thin, his The ramn came on at half-past. There is no end ta
eéatures sharp and prominelat. His comnlexion jt-I think it means to keep on at this rate ail day,and
ught to have been fair, for his hair was very ligt, as th e ivid has chan-ed into tfa e wet quarter perbap
dbis largegrey eyes of a heavy leaden colour, but for many days." Ie casta peevisoI hook at the dusty

lis ski. was thick and sallow, and se nearly approx- round glass windos. There is no catcbing
mated to the hue of the few thin straggling hiairs a glaTce cf heaven nor eaith throu h the3e dim
bat clcthed either aide of is checks, and to ihich panes. My father's clerks are ndt called upon te
ee gave the manly term of whiskers, as hardly to be resist such temptations. 'Tis an ingenius plan,

altinguished from these indispensable appendas. and vish it were adopted in every office and count-
l teeth were cf a dazzling ahiteness, but se lon ing-house in Londan."

bat they gave to bis thin pale lips, and long mouth, Harrison gooked down, and by the spattering

Peculiarly savage and malicious expression, hfh of is pen, i as convinced that he was suffering au
vs increased by the ghastly and unnatural corul- univrsal spasm frino suppressed lauter. But i
ion, which was consttly put in requisttrg in teir t irritated by Theophilus' jo ng upon a circum-.
haw off what he considered one cf his greatest per- stance wlyich i considered a great privation.
anal advantages. But Tieophilus Moncton ad Iwhen you ad a seatin ths office, Mr. Theo-

iPersOna advantages. Tliere was nothing manly philus," I said, purposely laying a strong empha-
r decided about him. his first appearane was is on tmte persoal pronoun," you tek god care

clUrePssessi gand few who ha been once ih to keep a peep-hole for ycurself wel glazed.rn
wa COiPany we e anius ta extend, teir coquain- nif were in the office nos," be replied, with

ance. ene cf his satirical side-long gance , I sould

lie was proud and sef-piniated, envious and re- "Wave to muhch ta ds in keeping tie clerks in

enoeful A. servile fatterer te bis superiors, and thir proper ulaces rW spend any time in laoksng out

r"lent and tyraunical te those e considcred be- of the p rindowo"
oant him Tbe Most sprightly sallies cf wit oid tkarrion tre ulous fit increased. The colur

ever produce the east brihtenind effect acouabis " If I w he frien he ree with

a ce. tea.ceonie ni bcaoet his strcalkm rie-lnd gace, m" I shuld-

aturnine countenance, which only became animated ing glance, but I was too angry to profit by it at the

hen contradicting some well received opinion, or monient.

51eussing the merits of an acquaintance, and plac- ce cU think it is just ta deny t , others the pri-
.0 •hi solt liberally allowed to foursel -1g their faults and follies in the most conspicuous vilege you s0 b

Oint cf view. He was endowed wit" &ýgood natu- cIt is not for a servant in my father's bouse to

a Capacity-possessed an excellent nemory and a question the motives which actuate the conduct cf

horoughs knowledge cf all the darkest and most in- his sOn."
icate Windings of the human heart. Nothing es. I rose indignantly frei My scat. rGeoffrey,"-

aped his observation. It would have been a diffi- pronounced in a sélemn and tender tone of remea-

ult matter te have made a tool of him, for he never strance by Harrison, stayed my uplifted arm. I re-

eted without a motive, and had a shrewd knack of sumed my seat, muttering between my teet: "Con-

ndering the imperfections of others subservient te ptibleep foe ould have added, but for once

'8 own purpose. He was devoted ta sensual pur- prudence got thIe upper and of passion, ad was
Uts and pleasures, but the mask he wore so effec- silest. Tecphilus seemed axicous ta let the matter

ly, Concealed his vicious inclinations, that the drop ; not that e wanted personal courag,-liko he

Oit cautiou parenti would have admitted him in- IV"aP, ho kneîv how te attaec otiers, when not
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