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rhe vootd-cut at the bead of this article represents lie mran-

ner in vhich the marine tortoiscs are caught on the coast of Cu-
ba and on parts of tlic South American continent. The Count
de Lacepede, in his History of Oviparous Qtadrupeds, lias
dlescribed the various modes in which the business of tortoise-
Catching is carried on ; and we shall conclufde this notice with
an abstract ofhis account. It nust be rcmariked that ic turfle
is a most important addition to the ordinary mode of victualing
aship ; and that, therefore, the war in which the huinan race
engages against them is rendered absolutely necessary by the
naiits of navigators.

"lin spite of the darkness which is chosen by the feinale tor-
toises for concealment whien employed in laying their eggs1
they cannot effectually escape from the pursuit of their enenies;
the fisliers vait for thom on the shore, at the beginning of the
night, especially when it is moonlighft, and, either as they corne
from the sea, or as they return after laying flcir eggs, they
dispatch thm with blows of a club, or turn thîem quickly over
oni thcir backs, nîot giving them tinie cither to defend then-
selves or to blini their assailants, by throwing up the sand with
their fins. Whîen very large, it requires the efforts of' several
men te turn thein over, and they nust often employ the assis-
tance of handspikes or levers for that purpose. 'Thie buckler of
this species is so flat as to render it impossible for the animal
to recover ti recumbent posttire, vhien it is once turned on
its back.

" A sinall inumber of fisliers may turn over forty or fifty for-
toises, full of eggs, in less than three hours. Duiring the day,
they are emoployed in securing thiose which they had caiuglht in the
preceding niglt. Thîey cut then up, and salit the fleshx and the
eggs. Somietines they nay extract abovc thirty pints of a yel-
ow or grcenislh oil froi one large inidividuial ; this is employed
jr hurning, or, w'hen fresl, is ised with different kinds of food.

Sometimes they drag the tortoises they have caught, on tlcir
ock, to enclosures, in vhich thcy are reserved for occasional ose.


