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though not married, at the time of the spirit are
annunciation of the Saviour's birth. The Iheaven's
betrothal was a time of rejoicing among the in ber es

o! ber i
friends. We have a reference to the espous- lis pofes
al in Longfellow's Evangeline. Usually, on her own,
this occasion, the bridegroom-elect gave some consider
gift, or pledge, to the bride or ber parents. bas gone
From the time of the betrothal onward the Father's

betrothed considored herself socred to ber not allov
spouse. He was busy preparing a home for rupted fr
ber. She was busy in preparing for the day toward
of bis coming to take ber te tbat home. final un

Third. The marriage feast. When the pro- espousal
She m

bation was over, the bridegroom came with Christ,
bis attendants and took the bride from ber where C
home to the home prepared for ber, when God."
the nuptiale were performed and the com- things tf
pauy sat down te the marriage supper. It upon thworld; -h
is to this event Christ refers in the parable She ije
of the ton virgins, Matt. xxv. 1-13. Col. iii.

It was a time of great festivity, continuing 4. Ch
for a number of days. It was such an Oc-- he o
casion that Christ graced with bis presonce, 1 shall
in Cana of Galilee. of heave

The analogy between this and spiritual ruptible,
things under Christ is very striking. shah the

1. Christ desires a union with men. Lor a
There is no thought more prominent in the eveut ws
gospel than this. And none more thrilling. lator, au
For thie Christ came to earth, died, rose, Marris
ascended, and lves on high. bation e

2. Christ sent his friends to win men. jey bas ttrema the
John the »Baptist came to prepare a people for And iv
Christ. He likens himself to the friend of while go]
the bridegroom, Jno. iii. 29. Christ sont the breathe
apostles out to tell the world of his charmes, al world
and of his desires, and to win the affections bimeel! thim ou t
of mon, and to gain the consent of men to mansiens
luve for hum and with them. These mou are more eut
called hie friands, Jue. xv. 14. Christ cornes Heuce
net in porson, but through these frieude, te wait for

heart puwhem the Lask je committcd ef preaching the worl
tho gospel te, the whole creatiou, and making grasp th
disciples et ail nations. ship!

3. Men are publicly espoused t" Christ. world, a
Whou their love bas been areused, and their ho sacred
consent te ho Christ's gainted, thoir willing- cerne in
nes te byve for hlm aud wh him is pnblicly we have
announced and celebrated. lu the confessien yondor.
et taith ef the gospel Christ i acknowledged, forget ou
and ln the solemn ordînance et haptism tho our absen
old lite et selfishuese je ouriod, and mon riso It seen
te live for Christ. Se wo read that when more fool
Paul proachod Christ in Coriutb, Il"many et lady wou
tho Corinthiens, hearing, hohievod and woro a man to
baptizod,> Acte xviii. 8. Reterring te whicb ber heari
ovout Paul atterwards Baye : IIFor 1 arn proven te
jealous over ven with a godly jealouyh; for I how man
have eopused you te e huesand, thet 1 wa toe o
might preient yed as a pure virgin te Christ." odly rejec
In Cor. xi. 2. So Paul eay ar in, that Christ sip ad
loved the Church a d gavi hsmeel! up for it; alasng wh
that ho might sanctify it, havin cleans d it but bavi
by the washng of water with tin word, that deceivig
ho might preent the church toe ime f a heing ac
glorius cburcb, net 'aving spot or wrinkle, that t we
or any sncb thing; but that iL ebonld ho firet accej
wholly and withoit blewieh; which tate- acknowle
ment ho precedes, a d fo.low8, by reerences ost , wo
of the marriage relation, indicating that t e dg d ourse
betrothal, snd toinnarriage, is the idea lws. Ci
iuvolved. Eph. v. 25-27. hearts, o

Consequeut upon this public ae.knowledg- must ph a
ment of Christ thero je givon mon a plodge, us accept
a portion ot bis heavenly estate. Sal vatlon hum. entir

em their ains and the git' o! God'a good eternaly.

the dowry royal with this Son of
king plights his faith to the church
pousals. This isat once the earnest
mheritance in him and the token of
ssion in her. Henceforth sh3 is not
but bought with a price. She must
horself as sacred to her spouse. He

to prepare a place for ber in his
bouse. Jno. xiv. 1-3. The church
e for him in bis absence. She muet
w ber mind, or thoughts, to be cor-
rom the simplicity and purity that is
Christ. She muet prepare for the
ion with her Lord, to which the
was but preliminary.
ust, since eo bas been raised with
"seek the things that are above,
hrist i seated on the right band of
She is exhorted to set her mind on
hat are above, not on things that are
e earth. For she ie dead to the
oer lite ie bld with Christ in Goa.
"wrapped up" in her beloved.
1-3.
r3is evill cone for hispeople and unite
Iiinself in an eternal union. He
attended with the "holy angele."
gather his elect from the four winds

n. The dead shall be raised incor-
the living shall be changed, together

y be caught up to nieet the Lord in
nd so shall they ever be with the
I. Thess. iv. 16, 17. That glad
s seen in vision by John the Reve-
d is described Rev. xix. 6-9, as the
ge Supper of the Lamb." The pro-
f the Church is now over. With
he Bridegroom brought bis espoused
earthly abode to the heavenly home.
the midst of heaven's shining hosts,
den harps, swept by seraphs' fingers,
out transporting music, the King of
s takes into an eternal union with
hose who have lived and waited for
he earth. The Bride enters into the
s of the Fatber's bouse to go no

the Church is taught to watch and
ber Lord's returning; to keep ber
re and her garments unspotted by
d. How many Christians fail to

significance of this holy relation-
ow prone are we to dally with the
d forget that our affections should

to Christ. How absorbed we be-
our " homes " bore, forgetting that
been engaged for the home over
What danger there is that we will

r holy vows and prove unfaithful to
t Lord.
ms that in these mattere men are
lish than in any otheis. No young
Id expect to ho taken iii marriage by

whom she bad repeatedly refused
t and hand ; or to whom she had
Ise, after plighting ber faith. Yet
y are " expecting " in some vague
made happy bereafter, who repeat-
t Christ's ofers of love and fellow-
salvation bore. And how many,

o baving once consented to ho his,
ng proven unfaithful to him, are

themselves with false hopes of
epted hereafter. Let us remember
e desire Christ to accept us we must
pt him. And if we desire him to
dge us as his before the heavenly
muet acknowledge him as ours-
lIves as his, before our earthly fel-
hrit il r. ign supreme in our
r he wihl abdicate the throne. lie
1l, or ho will he nothing to us. Let
him, love him supremely, live for
ely, that we may live with him

'H1E DIVINE FA TIIER 100D.

T. fi. BLICNUS.

The revelation of the Divine Fatherhood,
as the basis of communion with God, shows
the real meaning and power of prayer. Why
does God regard what we eay to him, and
how does he answer? are questions that per-
plex many minds, and sometimes prove
stumbling blocke in the way to the mercy-
mArt. The answer to these inquiries is not
supplied by human reason. Jesus lets the
light in on the whole subject when ho says,
" When ye pray, say 'cOur Father."' if
man is but a factor in nature, a part of the
great whole of the universe, and of no greater
importance than any of the others-if ho is
but the result of natural law, and of no
greater dignity thau any other organized or
unorganized body, thon, indeed, there is to
him no real fatherhood in God. If man is
not closer to God than a sheep, thon there is
no reason that ho should recognize God and
the sheep not. From any plane lower than
that on which man je placed, in the teaching
of Christ, it may be that recognition of the
fatherhood of God is impossible. But if man
ie Gnd's child, thon a recognition of the
divine fatherhood is net only possible, but
necessary. Shall not the cbild commune
with the parent P The working out of par-
ental love and care, and the response of filial
love and trust, demand that intercourso be-
tween the human and the divine sbould exist.
If in our thoughts we debase humanity, and
obscure deity, we create difficulties that we
cannot overcome. In the Bible God and man
ie brought close together. Man le wandering,
but the Father bas net withdrawn himself
and left man to perish, but is seeking him;
man ie rebellious, but the Father's leva will
win him; man is degraded and lost, but the
Father's attributes unite to save and ennoble
him. What wonder is it that the cries of
the child move the parent's heart? Would
wo not wonder if they were unheeded? The
appeal to parental love ie the strongeet that
can be made. Evidence of this is abundant
all around us. Birde and beasta forget their
fears and brave all dangers to answer the
cries of their offspring. It is the cry of the
belpless dependence and stirs the deeps of
parental nature. From this we learn what is
the divine idea of fatherhood. And wheu
we take this idea, and diveet it of the limit-
ations and weaknesses, with which it ie
associated in the creature, and link it with
the perfection of the divine nature, the power
of the relationship is somewhat comprehend-
ed. The Fatherhood of God is net an after-
thought that is ont of harmony with the
constitution of things. The world is built in
harmony with this relation of man to God,
and it is governed in the same way. As the
children of God, Christians are enriched by
enjoying the priveleges and blessings
of the children of a King. What
a roal meaning the words "Our Father" has
to them. They need the Father's sympathy
and help. What great possibilities, what
dignity, what greatness opens bcfore themu.
The noblest there is in us is developed, and
all httloness of feeling rebuked by the
thought that God is our Father. Theso who
tre in Christ are lifted from a position of
alienation and estrangement from God to


