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] A Rising Statesman of
the West.
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Mr. Molnnes, the young and talent-
ed member of Parliament aud ropre-
sontative from the province of British
Columbia, in his address in answer to
his Excellency’s speech, Aug. 24th, last,
showed himself mot only an able speak-
or, but a statesman as well: Many a
day. has long passed by since any man
in the House of Comimnons has ventur-
cd to speak out boldly and declare his
opinions on Guestions, whiohk are too in-
frequently dealt with by those whocall
themselves Lilerals.

It may be that Mr. McInnes will fol-
low suit like ths Western legislator
spokon of by Hamlin Garland in his A
Spoil of Office,” who when elected to
the Legislature wenl with the firmin-
tention to uphold principle, but soon
found out to his sorrow that few were
built that way, became disgusted and
resigned his seats But this coursewe
think Mr . MeInnes will hardly adopt e
bhas the spirit and cnergy of the new
Reformers that are rising up in all
parts of the world, and nothing should
restrain this able member from con-
demning the wrongs of the nation, on
all possible occasions.

After referring to the magnificent
resources of the Western Province and
its great pousibilities, Mr. McInnes con-
tinued as follows:
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CONDITIONS OF LIFE.

1 spoke of the influx of population
which will undoubtedly flow into the
province of British Columbia. There
can bo mo doubt about that, because
there is mothing which draws popula~
tion and immigration to a country like
the glitter of golds We rest assured
in British Columbia that come what
may we will bave a lacge population,
and because of this certainty we are
not perhaps so much interested in the
question of lmnigration as are other
parts of the Dominion; for instance
Manitoha and the North-wests Differ-
ent policics of immigration have been
spoken of, Lut it sceins to e, Sir, that
tho best immigration policy is a policy
which will promote our natural trade
conditions. It scems to me preposter-
ous to speak of introducing population
into this country when the
conditions of 1ife are such that our pop-
ulation will not remain with us. When
the conditions are such in this coun-
try that wo cannot even retain our
native-born population, what is the ne-
cessity for spending large swms of mon-
ey in endeavoring to induce people from
tho old country 1o come keres We
want to make the conditions of life in
Canada eisy for our peuple and so at-
tractive that when unmigrants come
here they will remawn with usi  Our
sountry is a grand country, capablo of
maintaining in  prosperity millions of
people.
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POVERTY WITH PROGRESS.

1 started out to show what were the
natural conditions in (ho west and i1n
Braush Corumuna pastnuiaslye I wish
to show that e cundssons which ex-
st W Wiat province w-day arc acrown-
ing proo{ of tho wnadequacy of tho pol-
icy of tho late Guvermaent, We have
cnerineus Dituras weadth o that pro-
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vince, but while that is true, it is un-
fortunatoly equally true that wn have
av groat teasure of prosperity. There
are ovidences of want and of ypoverty
in tho midst of all this abundance and
plenty, and it scems to mo that there
must be some bad reason why these two
conditions should exist side by side. I
do not know why there should be pov-
orty in DBritish Cdlumbin unless it Lo
that the Government -which has con.
trolled the affairs of this country in
tho past has rewmoved the natural ad-
vantages of the country from the grasp
and control of the great majority of
the people. What is true with respect
to DBritish Columbia is true also of the
North-west Territories and Danitoba
There are in these parts of our Domin-
jon immense opportunites for people to
tako up homes, and live a bappy and
prospercus life. They bave rich and
fortile prairies enormous in their ex-
tent ¢nd wonderful in their fertility of
soil Tul, Sir, as you know, Manitoba
and tre North-west Terrilories are not
porulaled. You can travel for hours
threygh the country without sceing the
hut of o setiler, and the whole of that
vast domain is almost as virgin a. it
wias vhen the buffalo roimed on the
plains.
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STRUGGLE FFOR EXISTANCE.

Nurs i+ undoubtedly a rich country,
rich in natural resources, rich in the
fertility of its soil and rich in its mines.
Our people are energetic, economical and
persevering, and let me ask why it is,
that in view of all this poverty and
depr. sion exists? Why bave some of
our people to make such a desperate
struggle to gain a miserable existence?
Sir, I think thore can be but one reas-
on, and only one reason, and that is,
that while the opportunitics of this
country are great, and while our natur-
al advantages arc enormous, it has
been rendered possible that these ad-
vantages should be cornered by a fave
oured few.. While it is said by some
that a Government cannot cause depres-
sion or prosperity, I consiler Sir, that
in so far as the late Government has
fostered a system of monopolies in this
country, which turned fromm the grasp
of the people the blessings which na-
cure  conferred upon them, they
are responsible very largely for
tho depression which has  existed
in Canada for the last few ycars. Sir,
some of us—and some of the hon. gen-
tlemin  pessibly on the other side of
the House—doubted a short time ago
that there was any depression in this
country; but since we have won our
seats we can no longer think that, for
I do uct suppose that there is a member
bere who bas not been deluged by ap-
plications—in many cases from men of
culture. refinement and ability— for
some miscrable petty position. Is that
not an cvidencs that the existing con-
ditionsof things is such that the people
wish to flee from this struggle fotr e~-
istence ¥

AONOPOLY THE CURSE.

But I was speaking of monopoly, Sir,
I said that the Governwment bad created
and fostered monopolics in this coun-
try; and the placing of all the oppor-
tunities for wealth in this country in
the hands of these few monopolies 19
the reason why prospenity bas ot
been very genoral among our peoplo.
Just look at that for a moment. You
il sco that covery condition to the
gaunwg of an eawstence in this counury
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s characterized by monopoly gy
whole land systom—1without entering
to u disoussion of Ilenry Georgelsm-is
based on the principle of monopoly. Wo
will not disouss that matter; but the
lato Governmont aggravated the pre-
vailing condition of affairs by giving
onorwmous grants of land to peoplo to
hold at their own sweet pleasure. For
instance, in giving to the Canadian Pa-
cific Railway Company that magnifi-
cont heritage in the North-west Teor-
ritories, they have done an cnormous
injury not only to the present hut to

" future generations. I say, then, that

the land. as a condition of oxistenco,
i3 monopolized. Look at the different
branches of trade, and you will find
tho samo condition of affairs. The Na-
tional Policy undoubtedly fostered mon-
opolics which could not have existed
but for the enormous protection grant-
ed them. Look at the means of convoy-
ance in this country, and you will
find them also in the bands of mono-
polists. So I say that eovery condition
to an existence--land, tiade, means of
conveyance—is monopolized, and it is
for that reason I say again, that the
opportunities afforded by this country
have not been enjoyed by the people as
they should have been.

These monopolists have run this coun-
try so long that, hke all people who
rule a country for a considerable length
of time, they have become impressed
with the idea that it was their natural
right to rule. They beeame so strong,
and powerful in the country that they
not only controlled its commerce, but
actually controlled the Government
which in the first instance created them,
and the Government, entrenched be-
hind such a powerful influence, also be-
came possessed with the idea, like the
old king, that they had a divine right
to rule.
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LIBERALISM AND REFORM.

On tho 23rd of June last tho fpeo-
ple of this country most unmistakably
declared their discontent and dissatis-
faction with the condition of the coun-
try, and expressed a desire for a change.
Sir, that change has come about; and
-it seems to me that the people on that
occasion commissioned the new Govern-
ment to inaugurate a new adminis-
tration of affairs in this country—to
tear down those monopolies which were
in possession of rights belonging to the
people, and to broaden out the oppor-
tunities for wealth, so ibat there would
be Lrought about an era of more gen-
eral prosperity throughout the coun-
try. That, Sir, I take it, is the work
of the Liveral Government to-day. For
what is liberalism if it is not relent-
Iess opposition to all class privileges
~=if it i3 not tho spirit that declares
every man to have an equal right to
common opporiunitics at the hand of
tho state? That is %he liberalism
wanted in Cueada to-day. Tbhat is the
fiberalism which mokes a democracy
possible, 1nd which alone can make 2
democracy great. We want more of
that kind of liberalivm, that justico to
humamty, which wasg celebrated by the
young Seottish ploughman whea he
sang:

“A man's 2 man for a’' that.”
It is pleasing, therofore, to {ind in the
Speech from the Throne an assurance
that this noew Administration realizes
tbhe importance of xecognizing the in-
torests nnd rights of the great mass
of tho people. With respect to the
tariff, they givo us an dgsurance that




