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Tho Study of Christian Ductrine

B

Tho study of Obristian Theuviogy '+ he
mest nsetnl 2ud ~otnforting wtwdy dor tho
believer.  We wo uot Tsfor Lrie mriay 0
the intelle ot dev-lopmyg power of Ohrist-
fan ductrie,  On this pourd alone we
might oluita fur religions tinth, a highor
mlgeton ana poner than for all other. The
Pealmiat bas well tald, #'Fhe emrpnea of
thy word giveth Daht, it giveth nnderstard-
fugto the pmple” As a owiliziug and
educaliug poscr, the Biblo hus hed »o
eqaile It conveva to mun “ihs hiv vy
o;‘ﬂmoa vehieh must huve othsrwise been
given up to conjecture and fable. In.
phraeting L &, 10 Wb vieston of £E LDag.
nifie ut universe, and pevening tho sotue
or ot sts apivadid wmicral and wentul @
niture, it treer tne natad from vague, puers
ile and v o tying theors, which reason,
in their punided ¢ o robivgs, proposcs m e«
spoo tothomiin of all thiwge; oponing
np werrovir & Ll and simplo gys‘em
of the 0lon¥. 1 «uneipates the world from
degraduy:  ~uperatitions, which, dishunor-
ing God by thew reprerentations of Las
oheractor, tura vice amto Wiy, and su
tond ouly to degrade and cmabitter the con-
dition of man.” Bo if the question simply
wera whai study will bost develope, cultivato,
slrengtlien, aud enrich the humen mind,
$ho answer would incontrovertibly be,
the study of Ohristiau truth. Therois no
history 8o aconrate and comprobonsive ;
there is no rarrative so simple and iife-
like ; there is no logic so vigorous and
nnquestionable; thore i3 no description so
splondid and graphio; thero is no pootry
so beauliful and gublime; There is no
eloguence 50 glowing and masterful; in
& word there are no eluments of intelleot.
ual oultivation s rich and powerful as
thoee of tho Bible. A student of Christ.
ian iruth oannot fail to grow stronger in
mind ns he grapples with the deep things
of God. No ages bave produced such in.
{ellectun] giants as the sixteenth and
geventeenth contories. And no sges have
been co distingunhed for the study of the
groat traths of the Christian revelation.

But thero is snotber influenca oxerted
by thia study, which is even more precions
than its power to develop the intelleot, It
brings rest and comfort to the mind, In
4his reepect it is far guperior to all foxms of
philosophy and all natural ecience. These
may develope, but they canuot rest and
comfort the mind, There is always more
or lesa of doubt or unoextainity, or specula.
tion conmooted with these studies. Thoey
may oxoreiss, they may facoinate the mind;
but they bring it noropose. Wherever thore
is room for multiplied theories and abstract
rensonings, thero is littlo foundation for
intellcctuel or sy iritual corofoxt. Some of
the greatest and we st ctitivated 1tollcets
among reen who have confined their
studizs to the eciences of nature or the
theories of philesophy, have confessed what.
ever elac their etudies had done for {hom,
thoy had never brought them rest.

But the study of Christinu theology in-
troduces us at once to real, snbstantinl,
permunent truth.  We feelat once that we
are bronght into contact with ¢ that which
really is.” Ag we proceed in its investiga-
tion, we zoo that there is nothing like cbaos,
but & symmetrical, harmonious, complote
gystem. Woe seo from the very nature of
lgeso {truths, that there oan be no uncer.
tainty about thom; nothing to vex or dis.
appoint or bewilder the mind; nothing to
distress, and ohill the affectione. Some
things thers are—whiolr are above, but
nothing contrary to right remsopn; and
nothingwhichit ia not mororeasonable to re-
eoive than to rejoot. Everywhero in the
realm of Christian theolegy, the oxplorer
nees **the foot-prints of tho Creator,” and
everywhero finds good anchorage for
faith, Auod what an inestimable bleseing
this is to overy Ohristianj fo be firmly
gottled in Lis faith an on an oternal reek,
from which no asaults of scepliciamn or
doubt can drive him; to know whom he
hae believed; to accept a system which,
the more e stddies it, the more he finds
adapted to his intellectusl, moral, and em-
otivonalure; voherent, reagonable and sat-
isfactory, witiran intelligent and implicit
faith, child-like in its simplicity, yot manly
in its energy, this lifts the beliover above
tho stormy sea of doubt and unrost, into an
atmogphere of gereno and eternal peace,
Such aman will be fitted in the highest
gento for usefulness in the Master's service,
No doubts of tho truth and consistency
of the system will paralyze his offorts.

No covert or opon attack of the foe will
drive him from his post or force him to
abandon his ground. Imspired with a lofty
faithin the truth and permanency of the
Christian theology which he has learned
from fhe imspired Word of God; finding
vest and comfori for his own fired and
tempted soul in **¢ho faith once delivered
to tho raints,” and not based upon the wis-
dom of man, he will be a most effective
worker in the vineyard; = dauntless
ohampion in the arcna where {rath and
error wago their constant strife. Realiz.
ing in the calm depths of a believing soul
that he has received “a kingdom that shiall
never bo moved,” such & wan will have
¢ graco fo serve God aoosptably with rav-
erercs and gndly fesr”” And his latest
testimony will be, ** I have fonght a good
fight,I have finished my conrse, I have
kopt the faith, Henceforth there remain.
etlr for mo & orown of rightecusness which
the Lord, the Righteous Judge, will give
me at that day.

Suffer us then to nrge mpon all Chris.
tians tho importance of the systematic
study of the groat ftrnths of the Ohristian
revelation. They should be able to give
an answer to every one that asketh a rea-
son of thohope that inin them, Amid the
engrosging puranita of business, the exoite-
ments of politieal strife and the daties and
attractions of tke social oircle, some mo.
ments shonld be devoled to the siudy of
that system of truth to which they profess
%0 hold. We would ulso plead for a more
faithfal $raining of our shildren in these
$ruths. For we are confident that our
whole daiy to God, to our countiry, and onr
#ge, connoct be met by & piety which is
not bared on eeitied, cousistent knowledge

of God's Word, The truths of that Word,
the wdienes of Chrlstiegity, underlls every
intersst of society ; aud there are disorgan.

izlog elemants o4 woek, Industriously aad
vigog;’nunly boili in OChurch sud Biats,
whick eannot be sheoked and defeated, bat
L3 weso who not enly are firto believern 1
Divise *: uil, but sre * able lo give wu an-
swor to avory man who eketh & reawn for
the hope that s o them with meekness
aud foar.” )

The aay ia spproaching preparstory fo
dawning of the latter glory which is to wit-
ness tho groatest confliet betweon truth and
orror, hatween darknesn and light. Intel.
Jectnal and wmoral foreos are to supereede
oaru3l sveapons on tho werld's grent avens,
The thipking mind, braced by the solid
anrnictions vt the anderstsndiog sud in-
spued by the ilnpination of the Holy
Spirit, is to bo the greab power uxnong men
iu the eomitg age-. Apd po Chiistien
can b fitted for tho foremost yanks in the
edvaneing aomy of tho Liord, mnlese he ia
not only &sincore ' ut an intelligent Chrigt-
tinn, Lot him know when he has believed,
Iot Lim be able to say not only that ho be-
lieves, but what and why Lo believes, lat
Lim bo able to give every one who seks,
whether honost inquirer or hostils scoptio.
& reason for the faith that is in him, and
Lo will be & geod Soldier of the Oross,
and will conquer in the prond orueade.
T.ot the children of the Churehbe theraugh-
ly trained in her faith and ordor; let lLior
standards of doolrine bo ever kept before
the minds of her people, lot her seminaries
both of saored and soonlar learning be
faithful in the indootrination of their pu-
pils Iu Ohristian truth, and lot hor pulpits
and prosses never divorce what God has
united—faith and practice, doctrino and
dnty—and thon lot the struggle come. Wo
shall be ready for it. The Churoh arrayed
in tho panoply of truth will mneet her last
foe, * fair as the sun, olear as tho moon,
and terrible as an army with bannors.”
And when the lnst battlo is fonght and the
viotory won whioch ushers in the bright day
of millennisl glory, then shall go up the
loud, transporting shout swelled by every
tongue, borne on every braezo and re-echo
od from angelio ohoirs, ** HALLELUSAH FoR
ras Lorp Gob OmNiporeNT Rerexern i"—
Rev. E. P.Rogers, D.D., N. Y. Qhristian
Intelligencer.

True Wealth.

o dedioate our other ialents {o Ged,
but what of money ? Has he nothing fo
do with that? or is it to be the ono talont
weapped up in a napkin and roturnod as it
was given? It hasbeon vory useful in ils

way ; it has furnished handsome houeos,
and bought choice specimons of art; paid
for srumptuous entertainments, and made
Ohristian women look vor% faghionable in
their expensive drosses. It hng built ex-
quisito conservatories, brought orchida and
exotios from distant lande, and helped tho
foilowers of a orucified thorn-crowned
Saviour to surround themselves with bean-
tiful sights, musioal sonude, and swoet fra-
grance, bofore they get to tho promieed
land ; it has encompassed them with domes-
tio epjoyment and abounding ecomforts.
But what of the Master's increase? Is
oney too sordid a thing to presont to
Him? Is thore no bank for tho gold and
silver whioh pays interest boyond time?
No investment for ofornity? When the
servants aro oalled for, can it be that tho
stewards of wealth, God's wealth, will not
pass mustex ? .

Oh Obyistians ! Christians ! the Bride.
groom in coming, the Judge 18 at tho door!
Will you show bim your acoumulated trea-
gures, your Juxurious houses, your coatly
jowela, your well filled eoffers, and gatisfao-
tory balauces sud say, * Thore is_Thy ta.
lent ;" or will you point to tho blovd.washed,
white.robed soule—oncs lost and outoast
and miserable—and say, I found thotn in
tho strocts and lanes, m the highways and
hrdges, ind compelled them to eomo i,
that my house might be filled 2"

Books Upon the Book of Books.

Tho sacred Soriptures havo called forth
the cfforts of the human mind for the pur-
pose of elucidation and instruction, to =
groator oxtent than could have been sup-
posed provious ie inquiry. An Englich
gontleman, who for thirty years was con-

neoted with the Antiquarian Bookstore in
London, hasinterested himgelf in ascertain.
ing facts upen thie subject. With immense
1abor he has colleoted the names of works
upon the whole or single portions of the
Bible, and made an able and valuable clas.
sification of them. He hasasceriained that
their number is not less than sixry THOU-
saxp ! This number, in a single colleotion,
wounld equal some of the largest libraries
which ombrace books upon all subjeots.

On tho firat five books, twonty-five hun-
dred different works have been published ;
snd this, oxclusive of coramentaries on the
whole Biblo; and not less than five thou.
sand works on the Psalms. The wvangeli-
oal prophet Isaiah has had two thousand
commentasors ; and about six thousand dif-
foront volnmes hiave been published on the
four Gospels, ns & whole, and Matthew, in
partlonlar, exclusive of commentaries on
the whole Now Testament and the other
Gospels singly. There have boen about
throe thousand works on Romans and two
thousand on Revelation.

But all this mighty labor bestowed upon
the Sacred Volume does not exhaust the
mine. Pens are busy now, and thought is
flowing from them, derp and earnest
thought, drawxn from the same blessed Bock.
If there bs now three thousand men upon
the Goapels, yot the depths of thesp living
waters have not been sounded, nor all their
treasnres brought to light.

Mind after mind, sharpened by holy onri.
osity, and burning with love and zeal, will
be brought into contact with these lively
Oraoles, a8 years and generations roll on—
those minds to bo illumined and refreshed
by those ascred studies, and eommanicating
tho reanlts of them to the hungering minds
of others.

‘We gonfess it would gratify us to walk
into a library devoled to this one subject,
and to find eurselves in the premence of
thots sixty thousand volumies. What &
vast congregation echoing and. re-echoing
the sublime dootrines and sentiragnis of the

Book! What » elond of witdessos to the

“ Ag Thou Axb"

No #pot, no stain, jo all Thy wondrons boauty,
No oloud tpon t1 e sumaier of Thy love,

No 1u1Ue on the ocenn of Thy goednens,
Falthivl and true, f6r-Svern0re, AOVE.

No spot, no ataln, 1a afl Thy wondrous bsaaty,
Nn shadow on the muoshine ot Thy face,

Ko vbb or flow 17 il Thy ovig kinduoss,
Nothing but trath, end sympntly, and gréce.

No apot, no stain, in all Thy wondrous beauty,
No waning in Thy clear, nusbadowsd Hghts
Nothing but sweetness, infnits, etoynal,

And love, which holds usover by its wmight.

No chango, 26 shade,1n whint Thou et Lord Jesus,

Thot nst to s as Thou hast ever been:

Ok tonol those wouwderiug hourts to sing Thy
prines

And on Thine sriu of strength foroverlean '

"T'ig thus wo §00 Thoo when. from ofl our faces,
Fallot: theveil of anbelef At 80,

Tovewling Tnee tn Thine own chaageloss besuty,
Of these peor hourts the Coniforcr and Eing

For Thou r.rt with us in this world of sadness,

Thy prosonee is unuttorably sweat,

And life {s illed with sunsbine nnd with fragrance,
Kinge in Thyseelf all joy and fragronco meet.

Lntrageo my spirit wivn Thy love, Lord Jesus,
Unfolding its infinitads of might,
As ot Thy levt I bow, and, veiled, worship,
Mako kuown to mo its leagth, and breadth, and
haight.

For in {ts ocoan-tido of grace and falness,
No want, no foar, ho poverty, is mine;

My Fathor tolls mo, and I know He moeans it,
« All that My well-bolovad hath Is thine!”

Where Art Thou?

We who profess to bo Ohristiang, where
sro wo? Do we honesily believe that, if
the profersing Christians were living as
God would have us live, that there would
not be thousands of people converted in
thirty days ? I haven't the slightes$ doubt
about that. I foll you the woxld has got
tired and siok of your shams. The eharge
that they bring against us, and I do not
blame them, is that wo profeas something
that we do no possess; that, if we really
believed what we preach, what we falk
about, and what we profess to believe, we
would be in earnest about their salvation.
And I say they aro right, Can you find a
charoh whose membors are roally burdened
for-the salvation of sonls? To be sure,
you may find ono hore and thero, But ig
the Church of ‘God to-day in its true posi-
tion ? Are we not living like the world ?
Are we not mingling with the world, so
that the world can not tell the difference
between the profeseors and the ones who
do not profess ? I tell you they are tired
and sick of sbham profescions, and where
one ungodly man ronds the Bible, o hund.
red road you, and by the strength ~f your
love for Christ, rcpregentrd through your
daily Iife, they jodz~ you, and presume that
our Christianity i3 & myth. They say it is
a sham: that it is not real.

A young friend of minoe, talking to o
young man some timo ago, and pres-ing on
him the claims of OCbrist, the young
man turned up his nose and said:
«T don't beliove a word of your Christian.
ity.” ‘" Why, you don't really mean that,
do you?—yon don't really believe that all
Christians aro hypoorites 2" *Yes, I do.”
The young man koew that his mother was
a profeseing Ohristian, and he said: “*Yon
don’s think ycur own mother is a bypoerite,
doyou?” ¢No.” The young man didn's
want to speak disrespectfully of his mother.
#No, I ean’t oall hor a hypoorite, but sle
don’t believe what she professes, for if she
did she would have talked to mo about my
soul. My mother never talked to me per-
gounlly about my soul,” And the young
men didn't believe that his mother believed
what she professed. I say the young man
h19d tho best of it.

And jen't that just the condition of hun-
drods snd thousands of us to-dey—that
with us Christinnity i3 merely an ompty
name? We profess eomething we do not
possess. o have not published tue glory
of heaven. Wo have not put off the old
man snd put on the new man. We havo
not gopsrated ourselves from the world,
Wo nxe not living with God aud Christ, and
the world goos stumbling over us. Thalis
what Paul meant when he said: * Ye are
living opistles, known and read of all men.”
The world reads the heart, and if wo do
not live a8 God would have us live, the
world will siumble over us.

I romomber & fow yoars ago being in a
couniry town, and the most prominent
merohant in that town had died,and was
then lying a oorgse in his houss, I was
told a story that I have mever forgotten,—
that, when the family physician, who was &
professing Christian, came to tho dying
man, he gaid to the merch. ~t, * ¥ou cannot
live,” and then thoughb he would talk to
him about Ohrist. There are a great man
just such Obristians, They never tal
about Christ until they hear the deathi-rat.
tla in the throat and the sands of lifo are
abont ruuning out, and then they wake up
aud find that they bave not boen faithful,
So it wag with this very man when ho
talkod with Lisneighbor about Ohrist.  Tho
merobant lovked up to his old friend and

Bays:

g‘Dootor, Liow long have yon known these
things ?"

«QOh," says the doctor, ‘I became a
Ohristinn before I loft the Xast. I have
bcex,l’ a Christian evor sinog you have known

0.

“'Why," enys the merthant, it is very
singulay you never told me that before.
You have been o friend'of mine, have been
in my store every day, or I have been in
your office; you have been my family

hysician for years ; you have been in my
ome, and I have been!in yoare, and you
never told me this bolore. Doctor, why
didn’t you tell me thatithese things were
true ? * You knew; wlv didn't you tell

The dootor ried to apdlogize and to gain
time : and, ag he went td his honse, it kept
ringing in his ears: * Why dida't you tell
me 2" Ho tried fo resf but he couldn’t,
He went back to his-dykg friend, he was
nearly gone, and all his{friend said when
he osme $o hie bed.side was fo whisper:
« Why didn't you tell mp before 1" and he

was gone, Ah! how nany frinds you
tnve got. If they shogld-be:summoned
away by death, and you phould stterapt to

value of it.—Boston Traveller.

talk fo them, wouldn't : ost of them ask

i

you why yen aiin'é falk to them hefore ?
i Why @tdn't you fell me ¥

Okl my frionds, the worldis waiting for
you to ¢ome and tell thera of Chrizt; and
they will not know Curist unlegs wo pub-
lteh the #diugs. Tho devil trier to-make
isople belisve shat Olirist is not real,—that

hrist will not rave the world; and if we
kueow Him to be onr Baviour, i{ God has
rovealod to as Christ, shall we not publish
it, shall wo not toll it, shall we not be bold
aud spesk right ont for Okrist ?~D. L.
Moody.

Qur Citizenship.

With S.as, Laving como as a stranger
to Dhillippi, he and his colloagne wore
cruelly sconrged and Impriscuod ab the in
siigation of an_exoited 1ach.  But when,
the noxt duy, they ssroatid theis cilizen-
ship, the magistrates were alarmod, and
led toom forth from the town with cvery
token of respeot.

S agein at Joraealew, an goon ag Paul
asked, “Is it lawiul to seourge & man
that is a Boman, and uncondemnod 2 no
ove doared to tonoh him. Once more &b
Cix -arca tho moment that the magle words
Lad boen uttered, I appeni unty Ceesar,”
all looal authority was suspended, The
judgea bowed to (heir prisener's will. To
Ceesar ho must go. How procions is the
trath thus shadowed forth! Did this con.
neotion with Rome servo as & talisman or
ghield to the apostle? Immensurably high-
or ard surer are the privileges of every irue
oitizen of hosvon.

Onvs Is, indood, & ocharmed Iifo; tho Al-
mighty is our Gnardian. “Ony Shicld and
Defondor is the ancient of daye.” A ape-
oial providence watches over His obildren.
The very hairs of our head ate all number-
ed., Satan oanuoi assault us, the hand
or the tongne of evil-disposed men
osnnot harm us; sickness oannol
touchus, dangercannot bofall us; death
iteelf cannot surpriseus, withountthe permis.
sion of Him who workoth all things for the
good of th 3¢ who love Him., Under all
diffionltir « and perplexities, in all irials and
tompta: ns, an_appeal lies open to the
throne of the King of kings, We may
at onc. iransfer our oause to the highest
court of judieature ; and are sure of a gra-
oioua hearing as well a8 of & wiso and equi-
table deolsion. But when our appesl shall
roecivo its final and fullest response, and
wo are called toappear in the very pres.
enco of our Sovereign, then indeed, the
blessedness of our position will be known
88 it nover was bofore. The oitizen of
Romeo though ho might havo come from the
remotest provineo, could not find himself
altogother a siranger in its etreots. Its im-
perial splendor might dazzle him; its stat.
ues, {emples and palaces might fill Lim
with dolight ; but the language, tho lawe
sud customs of the people would bo famil-
inr to bim, aud e would soon be recoguiz«
od us o trno oitizen, So will it be with
tho true believer when he crosses over
Jorden, and entors the celestial city. His
eyo will gaze upon the radianco of the
golden streots and the penrly gates; his
ear will bo ravishod by the music of the
star-born melodies and of the dnloet harps
of the blessed. Above all his heart will
overflow when he boholds the Eing Him.
golf in His beauty. The language he will
discover to be the pure lIanguage of Canaan,
whiols he had learned to speak, though
with stammering lips, on earth. The
hesvenly songs will already have boen in
some degree fAmillar; the soeicly will
bo quite suited to his taste, The employ-
ments, too, he will welecome as those in
which, during his lifo he was wont to find
hissweotest pleasure. Ho will enter the
Now Jerusalem a genuine and acknowledg.
ed oitizen,—Sunday at Home.

How Old Art Thou.

A most familiar question. Wo hesr it
almost daily, It constantly requires a dif-
forent answer, for our age is a¢ no two por-
iods tho same. We are always travelling.
Time, that ¢ ever indepondent varlable,” is
coaselessly changing our placo onthe path~
vy that lies 'twixt oradle and coffin, 'We
aill bave our birth.day anniversaries, ro-
ourring with gersistent uniformity, and we
onn no more delay them than we oan stay
the stara above us ; and they suggest that
wo are swiftly going—somewhere. And
their reourrence suggests the question of
Pharach to the patriarch Jacob, *¢ How
o}g :}rt thou?” Asanimmor{al being, how
o L)

The self-existent God is without begin-
ning of days or end of years. There never
was & time whon God was not. There
never will be a time when God will not be,
The animals around us begin to be, and
ceage tobe. They are in svery sonse mor-
tal. DBut you and I are difforent from
both. A man has & beginning, but no
ending to his existenco. There was &
time when ho was not; thore never will
bo a time when it can bo enid ho is not.
Like the animals, ho begins to be ; like God,
he never ceases to be.  An innmorial ca-
reor once ontered upon will never close.
Empires may flourish aud perish, the hea-
vens roll away, the very olomentamolt, but
the soul shall eternally live.

How insignificant and pitiable is a new-
born babo! There 18 nothing born in the
anitmal world so dependent and helpless.
The animals havo instinots; besides, they
have far, or feathers, or soales, or shell, o
proteot them ; while the new-born imwor-
tal man ig destitute of all these, But he
bus begun fo bo, and he shall ouflive
worlds. The feoblest thing in all the uni.
vorse is tae ohild of God when born on
enrth; the most exaltel oresture in all
that universe 1s the ch'ld of God translat.
od to glovy—not only * equal unto the an-
gels,” but a blood relstioz of the Son
of God, au? & member of the family of
heaven.

Have wo begun such an existence ag
this? Is it imponsibie that we oan per.
ish? And is all {his life preparatory to
the life to come ? In thin view how grand
jalifsl What powers, capaoities, gifts, op-
portunitios axe onrs! And ax the years
como axd go, do we justly eatimate qur ex-
alted placs in the soale of being? Do we
traly realize what it is to be & moréalthat
is inmortal ! Do we rightly apprihand
the responsibilities that gather round us in

this censsless journey toward efernily ?

Hard Namss.

Thero is seldem, if over, anything fo bhe
gained for the enues of fruth by attaching
roprogehinl or opprobrions epithets to its
onvnies. ‘Thorearecocasions,indesd,when
the doinga of bad men should be sxposad,
and they themrelveg dencunced. But these
are chiefly cases in which there Is Involved
somothing of Immorality or ecrruption, pub-
Ho or private; and whore an ovil Aim op
tondonoy appesra {n outward aoticn,

Erroneous religlons bellefs may, and of.
ten do, invoive, nltimately, ths -vorst son.
goquences of this sorf. Dut they may also
frequently have no suoh dixeot rosult, eithor
in faet or by the purpese of those who
hold them. Theso persons may e honast
and well meaning mon and good citizens.
Repronches divected agamst ruch men will
not appoar to bo juat; and will mies their
end and s ofurn upon the vns who sands
them forth,  And what i wmore important,
they will pot be yust in tratb, sioes the man
who i& reproached hxa no suoh avil designs,

Tho bad consequences of faln belief wo
mey freoly point out, and its untrathful.
nees, espeoinlly, wo sheunld expuse, Wa
shull do both theso things with the host of
feot whon, aloug with our rcssening in bes
half of the truth, wa show the proper effect
of the truth npon curselves in fairnoss and
charity.—Congregationalist,

Kawdow Beadings,

Farrn is the hand with which we grasp
Christ; assurauoce is the ring God places on

Tur three whom Christ zaised from the
dead wero—=an ounly son, an only daughter,
and an only brother.

Sa1p Louis Agassiz: “I do nol belisve
that I am desconded from a monkey ; God
is my Father.”

It is only in the Bible that the all-pure
Spirit of God_breathes, I am afraid of
human theology, lost 1t ¢ eavours tho things
whioh be of man."”

Wx oannot walk in two ways at the same
time. We oannot follow our own will and
the will of God. 'We must choose the one
or the other. We must deny God's will to
follow our own, or we must deny self and
self-will to follow the will of God.—Wesley.

WrAT WE HAVE IN OHRIST.—DBelievers
sro in Ohrist fox a covering of beauty, asin
a fair, unsullied garment; for profection,
a8 in a oity of refuge ; for nourishment, as
in & * living Vine ;" for guidanoe, sympathy
and impulse, as tho members of the body
are dependent on the head.—J, Hallsy.

Baoxsuiping is generally gradual—like
tho chbing tide, wave after wave breaks
upon the shore at apparonily ihe same
point, and it scoms impossible to tell, by
any two or threo scparato waves, whether
it is the obb or flow; bat watoh & fow mo-
meonts, and the oulgoing waters soon tell
their own tale,

Tarre are men whose presence is a blesg.
ing and a bonediotion; whoss company
and converaation have the effect to confirm
our faith, to strevgthen all our good pur.
posee, and &1 the future with bright visions
of honor, sucoers and usefulness. Again,
thero are those in whose company you
eannot bo for half an hour without feeling
that virtue has gone out of you; * their
feot go down to death their steps take hold
on hell.” You are fo make your choiee
betwoen them; and remember, it is for
your life!

V7uAT progress have I made in holiness
since I professed {o be a Obristian? Iam
taniht that sanotifioation is a progressive
work. I am taught that Christ's kingdom
in the individual gonl has a development.
How muoch more am I like Chyiet now than
I was years ago? How much botter pre-
pared am I now for hoaven than then?p A
pilgrim, daring the year referred to, surely
should have made & peroeplible advance
towards his journey's end. I know that I
am nearer tho grave, but am I any nearer
heaven? Am I any beiter prepared for
heaven ?

Tue graco which God gives ia for the real
occasions of life. To forget this is to make
tho wholo of our moral and religious life
morbid and unreal, For & mnan to sk
himgelf deliberately on his wedding morn-
ing whethor he ig o resigned to the will of
@God that he ig perfecily prepared to cone
pent to his bride’s immediate death, is pre.
postercus folly. The grace he needs jnst
then, is grace fo meke him hearlily grate-
ful to God for the new brightness and joy
whioh have come to him, and grace to en.
sble him to treat his wife with the chival.
rous devotion she has a right to claim, and
grace, while he loves her with what seems
all his lLieart, to love God etill botter. If
we have honestly accepted tho will of God
a8 our pupreme law, woe shall recsive
strongth from God to do God’s will and
submit to it as ocossion demand, When
God sende ns work, Ha sends us strength
to do it; and when ho sends us troubte, he
sends us strongth to bear it. For troubles
whioch we imagine for ourselvey, wo musé
{0 for atrangth to our imagination—not to
Him.—Rev. R. W, Dals,

Tre first stop toward the abyas of infidel.
ity, is & do*tbling or sooptical state of mind
in regard to somo parts, or the “shole of the
Sqripturen ; the next is either into the
wxlder?oss of universal doubt, or into the
abyss itself. Scopticism is & most danger-
ous siate of mind, Like moderato drink.
ing, 1t leads on iis nnhnpsy vietim from
bad to worse, till both mind and heart are
rained and dammed forever. I is the
moral inobristion of the man in ite ine
oipient stages. Dewavre of it, ye young
men, as ye would the contagion of death.
It bas no power of fascination, Its bresth
is tainted and repugnant. Its adminisira.
tions to thesonl arethose of sorrow. Break
from the first symptoms of its deadly ap-

roach. Yot not a corrupt and nnbelieviag

enrt beguilo thee with the promises of &
proud aud vain philosophy. There is no
anfoiy in a oultivatsd infellest, nor in all
the resources of a Christian sdueation, the
waishfalr.ess and teachings of friands,—no,

ot evar 'nnd%r the “drosplng' of the sane-
tuezy” Tu the faith of Jesus only there is
sslety. Balleve in Hifn to the
the soul; een you will “lokew the dettlly
and the truth lgdl make you free."




