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X BEST TID-BIT.

able for this page. No conditions are at-
tached to the competition except that cach

Treru for at least (Aree months and
wmust therefor send along, with their 1id-Bit,
half a dollar for the quarter’s subecription,
Present subscribers competing will have
their term edtended an additional quarter
for the half dollar sent,
1We want to inake this one of the mostin-
teresting pages i Trvrn.  Tho Competi-
tion is open now. The first twenty dollars
will be given immediately after the publica.
tion of our first issuein January.  Leok up
your oldor new acraps, or send us samething
original, and whenever it is published the
rizo will e promptly forwarded. Tey now,
Y)ov’t delay.  Tho article, or Tid-Bit, may
be only one lise (if it containg the neccssavy
$oirt) and must not cxreeerd a half column in
length,  Address—Prize Tid Bit Commit.
tee, **Trrtn” Office, Toronto, Canada.

A Mistake,
A :adrolc #at on a coldd, zmav stone,
Al sy thoughit of lis life,
s Alay, must 1 live alone,” satd be,
** Or aliall 1 espoutsd tie o wite.”

A wiss o3 troz, on the hrink of a stream,
Irana! over, and sabd wjth a sigh,

SO, wait til you're olier, iy dear young Inend,
Youll hiave better sense by and by,

*Girls change. you know, and the Pollvwog sdim,
That takes your fancy to.Jav

Jay not be the Pallrwo ay all you'd clivcee
When the suminer has pacsed away.”

Bot the tadpole meh thouzhit he better knew,
And married a Potlywog falr.

And belare the sumner nas over he sat
On tho briuk of that stream in dexpuir.

¥or, mould ynun helicve it his fale young bride
Proved to e bat a stupld frog,

With never a tonee of the beauty and grare
0F ¥oung Miw Poliswog,
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Commencing with our first issue in Janu-
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a prize of TWENTY DOLLARS in GoLp for the
best selected or origial ‘Tid-Bit, which, in
the judgment of the editar, is thought suit-
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tled frem Italy to France jurias the
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Advico to a Bridegroom.
To becomo n hushand is as serious a mat-
ter for a man as it is for a woman to become
o wife. Marriage is no child’s play; it
brings added care, trinl, perplexity, vexa.

happiness which legitimately springs out of
it to make the balance equal in its favour,
Very fow peoplo live happily in arringe,
_|and yet thisis not because unhappiness 13
germang to the relation, but those who enter
it do not know, first, how to get married,
and sccond, how to live marricd happily.
You have already made your choice—wise-
ly, I am bound to believe. Those qualities
o character which have attracted yon to
choose as you have should make your Jove
grow daily while youlive together.
As to tho sccond jpoint: if you wish to
live in harmonius uuton with your wite start
out with the avowed recognition of the fact
that she is your companion and co-partner.,
Marringe usualiy munkes the wife neither of
these.  In many instanves she sces less of
her husband than before she married hinm.
He comes, he goes, he reads, thinks, works,
and under the stimulus of business brings
all his powers of faculties to the surface,
and is  developed theroby—not always
symmetrically, bat vigorously—not always
fanmoniously, but with increasing power.
Married men do not vsuafly shrivel up nor
put on & look of premature age, but wonen
frequently do, and it is plain to me why
they do.
Marricd women are shut upin housecs,’and
their chicf care is for things thet have no
iuspiring influence.  Their time is taken 1p
inineeting the physical wants of their fam-
ilics—cooﬁing, washing dishes, kecping the
house in order, sewing, recciving company
—not onc of which has in it a tendency even
to culturcand clevation,  Marricd women
are devoted to the house, and this incans n
life of vexatior and pettiness. 1t gives no
sort of stimu’as to the spirit. So the hus-
band, who i'. out of doors, active, intcrested
in measures  aich affect the public good,
coming into contact with men greater than
himsclf, who inspire him to better purposcs
and nobler cnds of labour, develops into
wanly beauty and grows in chatacter, whilo
his wife at home, who has as faithfully per-
fonned hear share of the work, withers and
decays prematurely,
Troat your wife exactly as yourself woulkd
like to be treated if you had to live under
hier civewmnstances, and you. will not go far
wrong.
Do not entertain the silly notion that be.
cause she is of a different gender from your
own, that sheis therefore different in her
wants, feclings, qualitics and powers. Do
not be the victim of any social policy.
Stand up bravely for the right, give your
wifen ci[mncow live, grow, and be some.
body and Lecome something.
Try to be thoughtful, considerate, and
forbc:\rin% You will have new dutics, and
they will bring new trials.  Tako good care
of your health and hers.  Be siinplo both in
your habits; bo carcful in your cxpendi-
tures; be industrions, If you kccr good
health and are frugal, blessings will come
from your united love, and you will grow
happicr and better day by day as the years

THE SPHINX.

“Ridtlo me  this and gucss him it vou can,' =
Dryden,

dddri<s all communications gor this de-
partment to B R, Chadhor . n, Leseiston,
Maine, U, S.

NO. L.—A FAR-OFF PLACE,

To hear my name, if spoken quick,

Might biing to wind somo gamblng trick ;
Or you might tako the same to meoan

"Two cubes—a kind you may have seen,
That would be wrong ; 1 signify

A place not found beucath the sky !

Mus, J. McKiasthy,

NO. 2.~LETTER WORDS.

A man, walking in his garden one day
saw o busy-body among his lowers.  After
watching it carefully for a shile, he made
n declaration in relation thereto, in seven
words, using ia rotution an exclamation, n
pronoun, a verb, a pronoun, a verb,
an  article and a  noun, Ho  used
only seven lotters of the alphabet and cach
letter but once.  What did he say an:dwhat
letters did ho use? JoG

NO. 3.—AN ENIGMA.

You sce in my resplendent name

An actor, rauking high in fame,

Or tlsc, perchencee, o primna donna,
Whom xll dolight to praise and honor,
Reverso o now, and you'll find

Somo actors of & ditferent kind,

Who get no praise in pocts® verea,
And oft are doomed to blows and ¢ es.

NELsS1aN,
NO, 4.—A FRUIT'S CONTENTS.

Find me n delicious frnit und I will show
its contents; take a small portion of it and
you will behold something which is viewed
with undisguised horror by even tho dovil—
of the printing oflice : if this beiucrensed by
half ay much again, the 1esnlt will ho a
small pointed instrument of wood or metal;
another emall portion added would bring
Lefore you n common counifer, in whoae double
beart youwilltind noncother thanmyself, and
then you will readily perceive that the
whole heart of this trec could, by uo possi-
bility, Le found outsido of it.  Another turn
of this kalcidoscopic fruit will reteal to you
the wash of the waves @t low tide; under
the rays of o quarter-moon.  And yet there
is room within for still ancther frat, which
completes the list. Synvia,

NO. 5. TRINSPOSITIONS,
An imp of the pit

And a drink mncet for it—
Two words not seldom combined.

Now turn than about—
Both in and out—-
A “reward of merit” you'll find.

Give them one more shake
And a bevemge make,
Most truly the best of it kind.

Bee.

A PRIZE FOR .ANSWERS.

The sender of the best lot of answers to
“The Sphanx ™ published hefore Felwvary
1st will receive a copy of Chanbiers Jitymo-
logical Dictionary, a very viluahle work.
Each weck's solution should be mailed
within seven days after the date of Trvn
containing the puzzles answered.

PRIZES FOR CONTRIBUTIONS.

(On account of the nccessary omiwsion of
“The Sphiux” during most of 1S54, the
timo of the contributois’ contest hus been
extended to Jan, 1, 1856. The favors al.
ready received will be considered when tie
prizes are awarded.]}

1. For the beat originnl contribution_ to
this department before the close of 1533, n
cash prize of £3.00 will he presented.

9, Tor the best vauiety of caontrihutions
furnished during the same tme a juizo of
82,00 will be awarded.  The winnerof prize
No. 1, will not be given tins pnize.
Gompetitors should write on ono side of

pass,
DR. JAMES €. JACESON,

their paper, and zend answers with their
favora,

.
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