
GOD'S PURPOSE IN TIIE

who, have not reflected seriously upon the
subject, it înay ïeoern extravagant to assert,
that, at thie battie of Qiebec the dooin of
Popery ivas seaied; but it wvas evýeî se. It
was there that the fate of Canada was de-
termined, and Frenchi influence extinguià~-
cd on the Aliieican continent. It was
there that a vast imipulse wvas given te the
onward inovemnent for liberty ànd inde-
pendence lu iNew Englanid; and the
dominiin of Popeî'y ini North America
rendered impossible. And thougli it stili
predlomine-te3 in L'nver andand mn:kes
its powor feit ln tile Unitail SLtsit is

only the prevalewe of tAie Froielic 1aný,uage
acting ins a barrier te the fiec circulation of
British literature and thought, and the
streng feeingo of nationality, and a natural
aversion, on the part of a higli ï 1 irited
people, to receive a religion at the hand of
thoir conquerors, that lias pre.;;ervedl it in
tho former; wvbule ini the latter, it la the
social debris of lreland and Gerinany car-
ried down upon t'hemn, that lias iin1 eded
the streamn of liberal thought ani inde-
pendent action; but it will soon be swept
away, by the ad vancing tide of intelligence,
and a revired and invigorated piety. Do
flot lot us inlur-Mutr at the long suIlering of
God, or frot because the whecels of bis
providence inove le.3s quickly than wve
could wish; for just a-s certainly as Protes-
tantismn 1Cr(3Its, and dofends the pure
truths of Christianity, as drawn directly
from the Bible, will iL prevail over the
world, and bIe,-,s nien iwith its hal]owed
and eilightening influences. It bas tbe
God of omnipotence and truth on its side,
and the gates of heUl will neyer bo able to
prevail ag.1inst it.

It is little more than a century eince
Quobee fol] inte the han(ls of the Britisb.
On the l3th of September, 1759, the do-
cliie battie was fouglit, on the plains cf
Abraham; and four days afterwards the
*ity capitulated. The armies, ongagod on

,bat occasion wero comparatively sinali;
ind the place is much leFs famous than iL

leserves te be; for it i8 trulv what it lias
been terîned by a great American historian,.
-- the Battle-field of emi' "and in-
terests wvere decided there, big with the
scola of great events, and springg put in,
action which bave ever since impelled the
cause of Pol itical freedom, of social prog-rcss,
and, above ail, of pure and undefiled
religion, and will not ce-jfe t,) oI)erate tili
superstition and spîiitual despeoýi are
banishied froin the continent.

Thoe>n s of Canal ý'1 by tbc., Britidi
was a greut evont ln Providenee,-at tbing
arran.ged and brough t about by IIim, whose
kingioin rullth over ahl-for arrestiiug the
progress, anîd ultinia+ely exigih gthe
intinonce of Popery ini America, and thus
hastening its downtll throughout the
world. With. tho Prote.-4ant population cf
this couni'rv, therefore, God bas a great
ol)ject in view. Thev are the instruments
appointed to înould the character of a
great penple, teotbi1 and develope froe
institutions, and to build Up, on a secuire
foundation, the liberties cf a vast empire.
Let thoem neyer forget that they are placed
bore bw God f'or t1his lpiae, Atid lot
the consideration, tbat they are God's
chosen, fill their hearts with love and grati-
tude to Hlmi, who bias thus bigbly favored
them. Let the thought cf thia prevent
theni froni ever forgetting God, or making
liglit of their great destiny. Let a sense
cf thoir high vocation serve as an additional
inducoment te thcm, to be on their guard
against ahl sin, and animate them te
greater effort, in seeking te adorn their
characters with every Christian grace, and
every moral virtue, se tbat they may
commend net only by tho vigor of tbeir
eharacter, but by the holiness and blame-
lessness of their lives, tbe religion they pro-
fess, te their compatriots cf adifferent creed,
and a difl'erent orngin. The duty which


