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DEPARTMENT STORES.

RECTNT PUHASES OF TIHE SITUATION,

OMPLAINTS of department store cut-
C ting are more nutnerous this month
than we ever remember to have heard them,
The trade all over the country assert that
the imunously low prices asked for every
kind of stanonery senously affect the local
merchant, and in towns near the lange cities
the dealer finds his business steadily shrink-
ing. It s hard for a man who has been in
books, stationery and wall papers for many
years to find Jus volume of trade diminish
g, and the protit on what s left approach-
ing the vanislung point.  When this is being
done by compettion that is not legitimate
the musfortune ss doubly hard to bear. That
selling below cost by these stores is at the
root of the evil, there is plenty of evidence.
The most recent lustration relates to dry
woods, but the arrument is just as correct, for
the saame pohicy s being pursued in lines that
concernthe bookseller  AToronto wholesale
house sold a customer, who happened to be
m twwn, some pamt goods. The customer
went 10 2 department store in the city and
He

returned to the wholesaler and  complained.

found the <une goods for less money.

The atter said there must be * mistake, as
the j;onds had been sold to the department
stare by himsell at the same price he was
charging his country customer. I order to
canvinde the merchant, who seemed dulnous,
the wholesaler finally produced his ledger
The

department stere had actually been losing

and proved the tath of what he said
moncy on cvery yard sold.  Agamst such a
state of things st s hard for any local destler to

coptinue 1 business at a profit,

In a karge town west of Toronto there is
a bookseller who has beenn business for a
long e, fle vated to a fnend in Toron.
to Jast week, that he was siply selling out
his stack, only buying for immediate neces-
sities, and would wltimately be forced, he
feared, to pive up the store.  Fortunately
his pravate imvestients furnshed i witha
comtortable hiving, and 1t was nothing but
theumposahihity of maintaming the book and
~tatenciv business at a fair profit which

would detenine his line of action

How to micet the competition is the great
question.  No one appean to have a plan

thought out, and even the trade as a whole

are not umted on any coursc. [t seems
likcly that the bookscllers’ section of the
‘Toronto Board of Trade will meet to con-
sider present conditions, and the result of
their conference will be looked for with in-
terest. ‘To illustrate the widespread char-
acter of the compention, we night instance
what a correspondent 1n the Northwest has
He intimates that the catalogues of
“T'oronto departinent stores are to be found all
through the most remote scttlements on the
prairics, and that the lHudson Bay Co. find

some of their trade taken away by people

to say.

writing direct to Toronto,

It is said in Toronto that the Jabor unions
are disposed to take action, by insisting that
articles sold to their members shall beara
stamp showing that the goods are neither
‘This

would work casly enough an the case of

made, purchased or sold below cost.

clothung and similar aricles. and a leading
bookseller told the representative of this
journal that he thought the system could be
cxtended to books and some lines of station-
ery. The trouble is. however, he pointed
out, that the families of the working people
are amungst the most perststent buyers at
department stores, and the labor unions
woulld have to begin athome.  Theremedy,
at the outset, rests with the people them-
selves, and as long as they are weak enough
to buy below cost, forgetting that it is to
their vhimate injury (and who doubts this ?)

the evil will continue.

A bookman of expetience from England,
who visited Canada lately, assured ‘Tu;
BookskiLig ANDSTALIONER that the same
competition was making rapid headway in
the Old Country also. For his part, he
thought 1t would develop nto socialism n
the end, the merchant being done away
with, and the state doing the distribution
itsell.  Personally he was strongly opposcd
to such a system, but could sce no other out-
cometo the disastrous competitiont now going
on.  We do not believe it is as bad as that
e Canada, but present tendencies are not
1o be neglected, and our advice to the trade
isthis meet frequently and compare notes,
discuss patticular phases and t@nsactions
that have come to the knowledge of one

dealer or another, drop trade strife, and often
you will be able to devise a remedy for some
special gnevience where a remedy for the
whole cvil may not sugyest itself.

~———

OONSIDER THIS POINT.

E have previously mentioned the

fact that the passage of the Cap.

adian copyright law would give domestic

publishers exclusive control over centagn

books which would be specially sclected for
their suitability in this market,

This would provide the bookeellers with a
number of paying books, that is, if the pub-
lishers stood true and declined to sell 1o
department stores which cut prices. The
Unless they
want to sce the ruin of their retail customers

publishers ought to do this.

throughout the country, this is what thar
hest interests would ‘incline them to do,
Consequently, the booksellers have a direct
concern in promoting copyright, which can-
not long be staved off.

It is not likely, from present accounts,
that the question will come up this scssion
of larliament. "The movement possesses
the great advantage now of having onc of
its most indefatigable and able promuters in
the House—Mr. John Ross Robertson,
M.P.

has already shown himself a keen debater,

for Last Toronto. Mr. Robeitson
and when copyright comes before the House
of Commons he will be there to deal with
every point raised. The speaker, Hon.
Mr. Edgar, will continue to be of use to the
cause, since it is in no sense a party ques-
tion,  On the Opposition side Sir €. H.
Tupper is thoroughly in sympathy with the
Canadian demand, and as the only pant
really left unsettled 1s the sale in Canada of
the origanal Linglish cdition of a book, we
may expect to see a law in force before an-

other twelve-month s reached.

VERY CHEAP MAGAZINES.

IX cannot altogether agree with the
W views of our esteemed contempor-
ary The London News in the article copred
clsewhere in this issue. ‘There are good
magazines, and all The News says about
them is true.  But the chcap magazine (tive
The
photograph mania isapt to undermine yood

cents or less) is not wholly a boon.
artistic work,  The articles in the cheapext
mayazines are necessarily inferior in style,
accuracy and permanent value, The money
spent on them would be betterinvested in a
good newspaper.  The booksellers will tell
The News that the sale of magazines inter-

feres with the sale of books. Some people



