
THE YOUTII'S MONITOR. j

tndity of the gondwife made h an offer of refreshment before lie entered. upqn
bussiness, lie wost miagnanimously, but unpedlar-like, resisted the temptation t0
ont, Uninated by th1e still strong r desire ta stIl. There wns no possibility of
witlidrawting hiîîî for a mioment troin bis darlingf tapie. To thet master bu said,

Wt/' yu tiby a coat 1"-to tbe inistress, "W'on't You buy a shawl W"-to
tiso servant girls, Il Not yeti buy a gowvn a-piece 1" andi lie earnestly urgod
,hc cowvherd to ptirchase a pair of garters, regardless of the notorlous f;îct îiîat
,lie ragged iircbin wore no stockings. But ail lits efftorts were inefl'ectuai ; even
blis gaudiest. ribhons coulti fot mdnet ilie miono> out of a single female bearî ; and
blis vinegar iispect grewv yet more rneiîgre us lie restored eaclî article untouched
te its packagp.

Tite rival of this unistucessftil solicitor of customi wtus a short, squat man,
fiir-haired and ruiddy. He- cameo in with a lîearty salutation, and set down blis
pik ini somle toiuner, wvbere, as lie expressed hinseîf, it rnight be"I out of the
iva>." le tiien immeiliâtely abauîdoneti hiunself to the foul cu'rrent of conversa-
tion, aud gave si detail of every particular of newys that %vas ivhin his knôw-
leulge. He cotald' tell the farmier every îliing iîtat 11e desired to know-what;
numiber of corn-stacks appeareti in the barn.yards where ver lie had been, and
%vhlat quantiuy of grain stili remiained uncut or in shock, and lie took time tae n-
timueroje the wvliole distinctly. He wrus zqually well prepaied in cîlier depart-
ments of intelligence, aînd sa fasciiîating, va s his gossip, ilit when the duties
of anuy mnember of the faniilv calle-i themn out of hearing, the>' wvue apt te linger
so long that the geodwife declared he tvas "la perfect offputt te a" tvark." This,
however, w-is net meant. te m-ake himx abate of bis taîkative humour; and
neither did lie ; the wliole budget was emptieti first, and he received in tomn the
narratives of ail and sundry. Then canie the proposai trome somne of those
whoni lie lîad gratifled witli bis news, te Illook wliat was in tule packet." The
goods were accordingl>' luggcecl from their place of concealment, anti every one's
hand tvas ready te pický out seine necpssar>' or sonie coveied picce ofniterchandise.
The inaster discovereth latas lie %vould be needing a guit ere long, il was tveU
te takýe il now. 'Irle mnistress" was just wvaitiiig for Thomnas ccnaing round to
sulipl> lierseif tviiî a variet3 of articles, Il for," qoh sip, Il mon>' luliga area
nerdit in a lieuse." The servants exhorteti encl mtiter ta tiîinkç whether they did
not require somuetbing, for it tvas inipossible te sa>' wlien another opportitaity
of getting it might occur. The elltvand tvas forîiiwitli put lIet diligent requisi.
tien, the scissers sstipt a fitile bit of tue selvage, atnd an adroit "lscreed " separit.
ted the varions cloths frcm the rapidl>' diminisliet wehs. Thîe corners of
man>' chests gave op C~ arefully liordeti gains, witlî wvlicli clie-il- remnauîts were
triusuphantly secured. lut the miidst of titis transfer of finery, the poer herd bey
looketi on wthl a ceuntenance se woefully expressive of the fact that, lie hai
not a farthing te spenti, iliat soe co îookz couiipasjon on him, and, baving
laid out a trifling suin, hiat the satisfaction of makingr hitu perfectly hauppy 'vith
the equivalent, flingi ng it mbt lus onexpectant arms andi ex'-.laitming, "Bore,
callant, tbere-'. sonîething for you !" What a 'Imultiplicity of pleasig emet ions
had this trader the tact of callinc. iuite exercise, ail of -hem red.-ý.iiudiiig lenfold
ta bis ovn proper advuuntage ! It was impossible to sny whethet lie cultivaîed
bis powers of tlk froni forethouglît, as knowiag that they would produce a crisis
faveurable te bis own interests, or if ho indulged ini tbem becatise gassiping vas
cengenial te bis own disposition. He had a sharp eye enougli te whist is cailed
thse main chance ; but at the saune tinie lie did net possess thuit degre of intel lec.
tuai depth, whiciî w. mcight expect to Eand ia oise whe could -calcula te uport


