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and we thrce sat down to drink thc landlord's tea. My
friend made a good niîddle.rnan, and before WC arose 1 hiad
deposited a lamp of silvcr and the: first arrangem~ents for
opegiing a Protestant preaclîing-place in l'en 1isicu was
effccted. 'lhle building belongs to the landiord, a minî
nîîuch respectcd, also a mani of nieans. He has a soit hold-
ing thc B.A. degret:, whichi in China is considcred a most
honorable position. I preached the Gospel in tht: tea-
shop and cvcrybody wvas willing to listen. 'l'lic way lias
been opened so srnoothly, so wonderfully, that tht: I.trd is
surely going to prosper Ilits work in that city."

The: reader înay imnagine how ait event of this kind
rnust needs arouse the: cnthusiasni of the evanigcl!st. It
ceitainly dîd. On lits returri lie wvas overflowiîîg %%itl lits
story liow the Lord answcred lits prayers and opened tht:
wva3. 'l'lie Chen-tu Church ivas greatly strengthc' .ed by bis
testîniony ar-d the feeling upperniost '-as that the Lord was
going to do wondrouis thiiîgs throuigh His servnts.

IlTo-nîglit spltndid meeting in the street çhapé-1. One
young manî rcmiaîned for p)rayer." (l)iary, july 21 st.) At
the: close of this warni meeting our workers assrnibled for a
special prayer-rneeting. On the morrow two evangehists,
Mr. Tsun and Li.u, ire to rcturn to Pen H-sit:n to complcte
the: arrangements and open tht: newly-rcnted building. It
was a season of earniest appeal.

Arriving at l'en Hsien they found* tht: landlord sorte-
what timîd, but as lie had partI>' conîritted lrnself he
haridcd over the keys and sceîng there was no furnitt.re,
supplîed tables, chairs, and benches to carry on the: work of
the Lord. A c.trd ivas sent to the: officiaI and presently
a proclamation was posted in ail the gates of the cîty that
H-o Sien Stung (rny Chînese ulame> had rented a shop on
%Vest Street, that he has corne to hielp, not to hutrt ; thiat
ail must be respec'ful while visiting the book-shop, etc.
WVhy ail tlîis kîndness ? Surely the L.ord had çreparcd
the wvay. Yes, two or three years ago this official was iii

Ki-a-ting and Dr. Kilburn pulled two teethi for lus wife.
H-ow the Lord has owned and blcssed the: labors of the

native evangelist i l'en Hsien a second letter wilI describe.
GEo. E. HIRTW.::Lî..

Chen-tu, December 1 7th, 1897.

[We have another letter from Rcv. Geo. E. Hartwell
which will appear in the june issue. This one oiîly pre-
pares the reader for the good news it contains.)

The Latest News from the Last Mis-
sionary Sent to China.*

CHUNc; KING, MarCil iSt, 1898.
Di.,AR FRIi.NDs AND> FELLOIV-WORR,-It is noiv

almost three months since we rolled out of Windsor stationî
with such a strange comimingling of joy aiîd scrrow iii our
hearts ; and as we think. of that blcak November nîorniiîg
and rernember how tht: silent snowflakes were swiftly wrap-
ping the frozen earth in a spotless shroud, aîîd contrast it
with the terraced hilîsides with thiîer bands of living green,
ivith the wild flowers, cherry blossoins and vegetables which
meet the eye at every point, we realize how far we arc fronti
Canada, and that there art over eight thousan-1. miles of
land and watci- stretching betwecn us and the land we still
caîl home. I arn sure you will 'îot judge ue harshly if I say
that now and again there springs up witbin us a strange

Rov. P. .lwî,M. D., is stipporttcd by \Wcslcyft!î 1,e.i'gcal
clecand then youn ti opI of tho Moetrai Distrirt.

honte îutigcr for news front lovcd ont:%, left hchîînd, esix'
cîally whîen I tell youi that we have tiot rt:ceiý,d aîîy mail
silice "'e sailed.

'l'ie: space~ at rny disî>osal will liot allow ne to give
details of aIl our jouriicy, rior is thîis nt:ccssary, as you
have no doubt lîcard indirectly of our progrt:ss. \We
landed iii Shanghiai, Decemiber 26th, stralîgers iii a strange
]and ; no one knew of our corning, but I-le %%ho lîad gonc
out before us" did not forsitke us. l'riends wert: raised
up who kindly cared for us, and two hours after landiîig we
'vert: worskaih)hing in our Fatlicr's house. V w..iere fortuii-
att: cnouigh to îîîeet Rev. C. ~.Salîuist, uf t.'e Baptist
mission, front Swafoo, within 200 miles of Kiating. Ht:
hiad cone to Shanîghai to bu iîarried, and was returning
%with lus bride, and kindly consented to act as our escort.

WVe at once setabout procuring our stores and otîtft-not
a sînaîl uindertaking for a foreigner dealuig with Chinese,
who neyer fail to take advaîîtage of the: buyer's ignoranc:.
Alrnost everythîing, front a pin to a potato, lias to bu taken
along; if anything is forgotten siîîîply nîcans doiîîg with-
out, and ont: lias only to want a 1 iece of soap or soniec
ink and paper to realize hoîv iuch our conîfort anîd con
venience depends o11 little :hings. On January 8tlî WC
took passage on tlîe Ikh/ HsiPu fur I-langkow ; there wc
tr.:risferrt:d to the .Kivei Lee, bouîîd for Ichîang, about
1,I,, a miles up tht: Yang-tsi, and tht: higlîest point to whiclî
steamers are as yet allowed to ascend. Fromn that point
onward aIl travellinîg inuist be done by purcly native
rnethîods, viz., sedan chairs, mules or ponys, aîîd house-boat
-the hast is the: only ont: suitable for nuissionaries, whio arc
of necessity compelled to take considerable baggage aloîîg.

H-ouse-boats have already beeni describel so many times
by travellers that details are unnecessary. Ours is what is
called a small four-rooni boat, and a description of our
Ilbed-rooni w~ill probably gîve you a sufficiently accurate
idea of our surroundings. Imagine a strait room, 6 ,1- x

7 feut, wvith arched roof froni 61,ý to 8 feet higli, two
smail windows, covered wàtli white tissue paper iuistead of
glass , tlîin board partitions, full of large cracks and look-
iîîg as if they mighît fait at any moment. Partitions hung
around on three sîdes with chîeap bIne cotton to excludt:
draughts and ensure as much privacy as possible. A nar-
row bcd, resting on two packing-cases , a trunik, whichl is
uised as a seat, a box for a waslistand, two rough board
shelves, whiclî 1 put up niysel(, a smaU uirror, lanip and
w'-sh-basin, comprises the furniture. 'l'lie reniaining three
mons are alrnost as large, and art: occupied as bed-room,
dining-roonî and kitclien. It is astonislîing how contented
oîîe cari bc witlî sucli surrouninugs. 'Iruly, '* contentment
is of one's spirit, flot of one's possessions."~

Our crew, consists of seven sailors and sixteen trackers;
tht: former reinain on the boat and attend to the sal, ropes,
etc., while tht: otliers liaxdle thie oars, or pull us along by
a long rope reaching from the mast to thie short:. Travel-
ling by such methods must of necessity, bc slow; our record
from Icliang to Chung King, a distance of about 6oo miles,
is twerity.four travelling days, wliich is considered very
good. Trhe Yang'tsi River, one of thie main arteries of
this vast empire, is reuîarkable in several respects. I will
mention but tvo : Fîrst, the annual risc and suddcn fluc-
tuations of tlîe wvatcr, whîicli, so far as I know, is unpar-
alleled. It is flot uîîusual for it to risc or faîl ten or twelve
feet in one night, and as we passed uI) the gorges, tric
high-water mark could plainly be seen in miany places
forty feet above our heads. In other places where tlîe
banks aire not so higli, these rushing torrents transforin
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