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My First Letter
'l'O MIE JUNioR LEAGUERS 0F THE MNEriîoîîDSI CitURcII

Mly I)ear Young Friends,-I ain very glad of the
privilege of writing ta you in this wiy. I shaîl hope to
reach by my letters in the CANMPAIÇNE.R niany boys aîîd
girls that 1 have flot seen, and do not knaw. And 1 hope
sarne of you will write ta nie, and so I shaîl beconie
acquainted with you. 1 arn sure you somretimes th qk of
the great debt v.e aIl owe ta God for tlie Gospel. WVliat
wvould we be without it ? rt is because we have lîad God's
lioly WVord taught ta us aIl aur lives that we arc bo much
better off in every way than many millionîs of people who
have neyer heard of aur Saviaur's love. Naw, îvhen wc
owe a deLt îvhat slîauld we do about it ? Il Pay it," 1 arni
sure you will say. Yes , and 1 woîuld aidd, "as soon as ive
cani. But cati we pay our dcbt ta God for thie Gospiel ?
If so, liow? There are some ways in wlîîcl God asks us
ta show aur thanks for wvhat He has givun us, and in this
letrel I arn gaiîîg ta tell you of o,.e of theni. It is b>
leffing of Bis gooilness to otLrs. Wuc cati never really pa>
back aIl we owe to God - but wu can paàs on 1lis gift ta
others, and sa help thern ta sec its power aîîd blessing.
God has flot given us His Word ta keep ta ourselves, or
for ourselves only. Jesus saici we were ta l'witness " about
it and fur l-irn. Do you know what that means ? Just
two things, KN4OW aîîd -- I.L %Ve rnust first knov, and
then tell what we know. If we do not know lits Word
wve cannot tell it ta others. Tlîat is why we should ail
study it. Then ive cati tell it. This is the work of the
great Missionary Society, and every junior should be a
member of this Society and so hielp send the Bible ta ail
people. WVhen the angel told the shepherds about the birth
of aur Lord, he said the tidings were to go to Il aIl people."
WVhen the angels sang their chorus of praîse, they took
in ail the "learth" ini the sweet promise of "peace." Naw,
the only way the whole world cati be tolc.? of this Saviour
is through somneone wvho knows of Himn gaîng ta tell theni.
This is missintîary work. Some day saine of yau, perhaps,
will go ta other lands ta tell about Jesus. 'l'Éi theîî you
can study about missions, ftray for the lîeatlîen, auj &éve to
help support the missionaries. Sa you sec, that even naw,
if you cannat go, you cati helli send sarneone else ta
preach Christ. In thi! ay, everyoîîe of you niay belang
ta the Mfissionary Society. Da you know iihy we ought to
spread the Gospel over aIl the earth ? Not only because
the whole carth needs it; but because aur Saviaur tells us
ta. He said, IlGo ye into ail the world anîd preach the
Gospel ta every creature." Have yati any idea lîaw mail>
people there art in Il ail tlîe wvorld "? juist think ! i,5oo-
000,o00 (fifteeîi huîîdred millions of hurnan bcings>.
Sec how long it .vould take you ta count a million, and
then you will have an idea what tii s vast number mens.
And of ail these people about i,oco,000,000, or two 1hirds
of thenî, do flot know Jesus ClîrL.ýt. D)o yon iîot thiiîk we
shauld hursy to tell them, wlicn vie kno7-t' ? I arn going
to tell you sorne more things about nîisiions, and I
hope you wili try ta learn and rernember tlîer. flere

they -are :'l'lie irst Foreign Missionary Society wvas
cornrnccd in 1792 by a mani narned William Carey.
Ail the nioncy this Society hadi to spcmîd in its first year's
work wvas about $400. Not iîchi, was it ? Wuiî, aî'er one
hundred years hand passed away, tItis one society had
incrcasc(l to 280 socicties , and in 1892 thICY spent about
$ 14,500,000. That seerns a very large suim to spend in
one year, does it ixot ? But, lter aIl, it is only about one-
hialf as rnuch as Canada spent for strong drink in that
same year. just think, rny younig friends, ail the world
spent in one )car about one-hiaîf as rnuch for foreign
missionis as we jr Caniada alone spcnt for whisky and
other kinds of lhluor that make men drunk'

WVhat a terrible curse is stroîîg drink, and how inuch
rnoney is %vasted iii it every year. Let us do ail îve cati to
stop the aivtul business. %Wel], thiese fourtecn and a hall
millions of dollars bellp kcep up about fifty thotisand
people, ho are at work for Jesus in foreign lanîds. Do
not think thac aIl these fifty thausand people are white
missionarics, for the most of them are not. Thousands of
thuse are canvcrted hcathcns, wvho, having lcarncd to love
God, are preaching I-is Gospel ta thieir difféent peoples.
We cail thiem , native pastars, Il native teachers," or
Inative help)ers," because the> are natives of (that is, they

were born in) the countries where tliey are at work. 0f
course, there art very mani) childrun iii these lands. 'lhle
missionaries have started about scin thausand Sunday
schools in the différent countries, and there are more than

amillion Sunday school scholars being taugIit the Word
of God iii theni. 'rhink what in arnîy for Christ aIl these
boys amud girls will make after a fewv years if they aire now
taught ta love and serve Hit.i. They study the sanie Bible
as wve do. It has been written by the nîissionaries in the
différent languages they speak. It wvas in 1804 that the
irst Bible Society wvas fornied to seî.d the Bible into ail the

wvorld. Now there are over eighty différent socie;ies doing
this saine work, aund the WVord of God is printed in about
three hundred and fifty différent tongues, sa you sec there
airc vei; iany difféenit kinds of languages sl)okCen on the
carth, but only onc Bible that cani tell aIl these people
liow tW lie .ab God ivants -hein W. StilI there are very
many people who have no Bibles to read, and it is our
work to lhclp scnd theni, so that thc day wilI soon conte
wvhen ail the carth shaîl he fuiîl of the knowledge of God.
Since 1804 about 350,000,000 copies of God's WVord have
been scattercd aIl over this wvorld. %Vhat a grcat blessing
they have been !We should aIl he glad tuat there are
mnore Bibles in the world to-day thtan ever before. Luet ns
aIl pray that tie time wilI soon cone whlen everybody shaîl
know the "good tidings of greât joy." Ail those who have
flot hecard of âalvation tlirough Christ înust bc told of it
before the Lord's commnand is 1h11>' obcyed, and every
j unior League anI Mission Band iii our ('hnirch shotild
unite witli those of aIl Cliurches iii doin- what cati bc
donc at once.

Now, dear Juniois, 1 hope yoii will study wlîat I have
wvritten, and I think this is etnougli for this nionth. Next
rnonth 1 shahl tell yoil about Our owli MNissioiiary Society,


