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To the general practitioner thc problenis of
Psychiatry, as a ride, appear unattractivc, and ordi-
narily, distasteful. The graduates of a fc;v y cars ago
were fully schooled in the idea tlîat the relation between
Psychiatry and general nmedicine wvas not intirnate, in
fact, the so-called mental diseases could only be under-
stood by a specialist, whose stock in trade mnighit con-
sist of a lhappy combination of (divine inspiration, corn-
plicated theory and ponderous plirascology. The
clinical mnethod of investigation wvas applicd, if at ail,
in a rnost perfunctory wvay, evcn by the liospital
physician, who possibly belonged ho a !ýchool of meta-
physiciatîs, whose hypotheses were as fine spun as a
spider's web. The relation between cause and cifeet wvas
not always w~el1 workçe(l out, altlîoughi the pathologist
talked bravely about wvhat lie expected to find in the
brains of the demented.

For years the psychiatrist waited for the findings
of the pathologist, confidently expecting thc unravellingr
of the most intricate problenîs meclicine lias been called
on ho face. The general practitioner lost faith in thie
psychiatrist, the psychiatrist pointed the finger of scorn
at the neurologist and evcn to-day ail is not harmony

*An address cielivered before the -lanillton 'medical society,
.April 14. 1909.


